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CHAPTER '1 


DISTRICT SHAHJ AHANPUR 


The Di s t, r i c t 


The district of Shah jahanpur is situated in the South- 
East corner of t, tie Roll i t khan d Division. It’s boundary 
touches the boundaries of six other districts. I o its F.ast 
lies Kheri, to the South Hatdoi and Far rukhabad , to the West 
lies Bareilly and badaun and to the North lies Pilibhit. 
Shahjahanpur is essentially an agricultural district. During 
the middle of the 19th Century, it was considered to be one 
of the most prosperous districts. As a mark of ila 
prosperity, English businessmen set up a sugar factory and a 
distillery at Roza in 1853. It was also considered an 
important. Military Centre during the period. The district 
was carved out in 1813 prior to which it was part of Bareilly 
d i. s t r 1 c t . 

The total geographical area of Shahjahanpur is spread 
over 4,573 square kilometres. This area is divided into four 
Tehsils namely Poway an , Tilhar, Jalalabad and Sadar. these 
Tehsils are further divided into 14 Community Development 
Blocks, namely, Banda, Khuta.r, Powayan, Sindhauli, Khudaganj 
Katra, Jaitipur, Tilhar, Migohi, Kant, Dadrol, Bhawalkhe ra, 
Kalan, Mirzapur and Jalalabad. Further, in. 1993-91, there 




were 126 Nyaya Panchayats and 1,410 Gram Sabhaa . Out of the 
2,425 villages that make up the district 2,130 are inhabited 
and 295 are uninhabited. There are 11 towns in the district 
and t 1"? r e e Na g a r P a 1 i. k a s . - 

t * * 

Shahjahanpur is a gentle undulating plain, intersected 
b y n u in e r o u s s t r e a m s f 1 a w i n g in a s o u t h - e a s t e r 1 y dire c t i o n . 
Even though there are no hills or mountains in the district 
the level surface is varied by many troughs and depressions. 
In the North part of the district there are str echos of Larai 
areas characterized by swamps and forests and are sparsely 
populated. About three to four decades ago a major portion 
of North Shahjahanpur was under forests but of late the land 
has been developed and big agricultural farms have come up m 
the area. The area under forests is 1 now just 2.4 per cent 
(4,984 hectares) of the total area of the district. Not !h 
Shahjahanpur has dense forests due to excessive rainfall in 
the area. These forests abound in Sal and Kauron trees. 

On the East part of the district flow three rivers - 
Kachhna , Gomti and Khannaut . On the West side Katna, Doha, 
Sendha, Bahgul, Ramgangaand Ganga forms the basin of rivers. 
Thus, these areas are prone to floods. This area is largely 

covered by Dhak 1 oi - es t s . 


Fa pulat i on 

The total population of Shahjahanpur in 1991 was 

.... .. * t L, r ci»r v a 7 r, p r cent ( 1 0 - 94 t 363 ) were males 

19 y 87 y 393- Out of this -.>•>« u/ per 7 
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and the rest, i.e. 44.93 per cent (8,93,032) were females. 
79 per cent of the district’s population (15,74,764) lives in 
its villages and HI per cent (4,12,631) lives in cities and 
towns. The percentage of the district's urban population 
higher than that of the state’s (19.84 per cent). About ■ 1* 
per cent of the population (3,58,051) belongs to the 
Scheduled castes while only 392 persons belong to the 
Scheduled Tribes. Muslims make up 17.57 per cent (3,49,169) 
o f t h e p o p u 1 a t ion. 


The density of population in Shahjahanpur is (as in 
j 99 -j > 434 persons per square kilometre which is lower than 
the state average of 473,. Further, the sex ratio for the 
same year in the district was 816 women per thousand males 
which is significantly lower than the state average of 879. 
During the decade 1981-91 the population in the district has 
grown at a rate of 20.6 per cent, while in the state this 
growth has been at the rate of 25.16 per cent which 
significantly higher . 


The main workers constitute 30.9 per cent of 
Shahjahanpur’. population In the 1991 Census. fit the state 
level their percentage is slightly lower at 29.7 per cent. 
The male main workers are 33.0 9 per cent of the total male 
population in Shahjahanpur as compared with 49.31 per cent in 
the State. What is more striking, however, is that the 
female main workers are Just 1.37 per cent in the district as 
compared to 7.45 per cent for the state. This shows that the 
female main workers are only a miniscule part of the total 
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main 

workers . 

Of the total. 

1991 . 

79 , 87 

p e r c: e n t w e r e 

5 . 06 

per ten 1 

l, in secondary 


pc r 


nt. in tertiary 

sector. At the state level this proportion is -3.08, 
an d 18.02- per cent respectively. Among those engaged 
primary lector <79.87 per trail 64.9 per rent «.r. farmers. 
The economic conditions of a majority of them .<*>• extremely 
poor. According to Agricultural Census 1992-93 •* find that 
the size of 60.8 per cent of agricultural land holdings was 
lt „ than one hectare. They covered only 29 per cent of the 
total area under cultivation. Another 18.3 per cent of the 
holdings were in one and less than two hectares. Thus, 6/.1 
per cent of the total number of holdings were of less than 
hectare. The area under these holdings was 54.5 per cent of 
total agricultural land in the district. 


ructural hac i l'i't i es 

The District of Shah j ahan pur is served by a length of 
1,140 kilometres of metalled road. Out of this M_> I ms . 

managed by the Public Works Department. Road communication 

in the interior areas of the district is very meagre. The 
number of Railway Stations in the district are i and 
total length of railway lines in the area is 106 kms . 

Out of the total inhabited villages, l.«. 3 -' 130 ' 56 per 
cent <1,1931 have electricity while all the 11 towns have 


been electrified. 


The total number of electrified Harijan 


Bastis was 796. Of the total consumption of electricity 45.4 
per cent ( 1993-94) is consumed by the agricultural sector. 

All the 2 , 1 30 inhabited villages of Shahj ahanpur have 
taps/hand-pumps and all the 11 towns have taps to provide 
saf e d r i n k i n g water . 

The total cropped area in the district is 5,68,378 
hectares and the net cropped area is 3,53,996 hectares. Out 
of this 80.5 per cent (i.e. 4,57,414 hectares) of the total 
area is irrigated and the net irrigated area is 2,78,080 
hectares. The main source of irrigation in the district are 
tubewel Is , public as well, as private, which irrigate 64.38 
per cent of the net irrigated area. There are 433 public and 
4,726 private tubewel Is and 67,684 private pump sets in the 
district. Wells are second in order of importance irrigating 
20.8 per cent of the net irrigated area. Next come 892 km*, 
long canals which irrigate 13.5 per cent of the net irrigated 
area. Ponds and some other sources irrigate 1.38 per cent -of 
the net irrigated area. The Western part of Shahjahanpur is 
irrigated by canals which are fed by the Shard* Canal System. 

j n i 993—94 there were 52 Primary Health Centres, 23 
Family and Child Care Centres and 303 Sub-Centres in the 
district. Hospitals numbered 80 out of which 25 were 
Allopathic, 39 Ayurvedic, 11 Homeopathic and ':> Unani. In 
1993-94 for every lakh of population there were only 3.7 
hospitals and Primary Health Centres in the district. 


6 


rjn-; p n c t nf fir p "*■ 33 3 n urban 

In 1 993-9 4 1 h e r e w e r e £9 / ro^- uitu. ■ 

„ r .„ and 2 6Z in rur.i «re«. In t». V— th.r. »— 

a , 99 4 Telephone connection, in the district. -n tho «« 

year there were 81 branches of Nationalized Bank.. 

... D lir ai Banks and 18 Ca- 

o t h e r Co mm e r c i a 1 Ban k s . B e s i. c e -> 

, tha Co-Operative 

Operative Banks and 8 branched of 

Agriculture and Rural development Bank existed >n the 

d i s t r i c t - 

As far as Family Planning is concerned, the position 
the district is at par «ith that of the state. 33.08 per- 
cent' ef the eligible couples were effectively protected by 
contraception as compared to 34.54 per cent in U.P. as 
whole during 1991-9E. The district ranks 46th out of 63 

• tH r renard. Of these couples almost a * imxlar 
districts m this rayaru. 

, 4 ctorli-ation (16.48 per cent) and 

proportion preferred sterU.auan 

spacing methods <16.60 per cent.). 


i I 


Economy 

The .coney o£ Shahjahanptir Ja baaed primarily 

agriculture. Here than 79 per cent of the main worker* in 

the district work In thl. -«*« either .» “*'» P * C 

e . ot , or ae a e rlcultural labour d«-S P« ^ 

dlt ion o £ a vast majority of these main workers 
economic condition ot 

. £ i|t e total hold Ingfl ar^ ow 

la miserable - P« c«* ° f the 

in alee coverlne only 2» P«- “ nt ° £ 

one hectare in ai * ,e 

, Further, 87 per cent of the total hoidings 

cultivated area. f urtl.e 
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are of less than two hectares in size covering only 34 per 
cent of the cultivated area. An idea of the vast gap between 
the small and big farmers can be had from the -fact that 1.77 
per cent, of the holdings are above five hectares in si*e 
covering 13 per cent of the total cultivated area. Of the 
main workers, 4.8 per cent were engaged in trade while 3.9 
per cent were engaged in non-family businesses. 1-3 P e r ccn ^ 
were also running family businesses, 1.4 P pr cent 
engaged in the transport industry, 0.8 per cent in the 
construction industry and 0.5 “per cent in mining and 

quarrying. 

The total cropped arek in Sh'ahjahanpur is 5,68,378 
hectares of which 62.28 per cent, is net sown area. Of the 

total land in the district 2.45 per cent is under forests, 
7.03 per cent is fallow, 1.93 per cent is barren, 1.27 per 
cent is now barren but fit for cultivation in the future and 
8.61 per cent is under use for purposes other than 
agricultural. The scope of bringing more area under 

cultivation is not promising 1 . Agricultural production can be 
increased only by resorting to double cropping and adopting 
improved methods of production. Both rabi as well, as kharif 
crops are harvested in the district’ The main kharif crops 
are paddy, jowar, ba j ra and maize. The main rabi crops grown 

are U, gram, ... - — - - c..^.P. .™» 

are sugar-cane, potato, tobacco, opium and groundnut. The 
oilseeds production in 1992-93 was 2,575 thousand, metric 


tonnes . 
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Animal Husbandry seems to be an important, source of 

t ? i 

supplementing income for the rural population. According to 
the 1988 livestock Census there were 10,61,237 heads of 
cattle in the district. In 1993-94 there were 30 veterinary 
hospitals, 2.6 animal development, centres, 2.9 artificial 
insemina-tion centres and 18 sub-centres in the district. 

Industrially, Shahjahanpur is a backward district. There 
were only 243 registered rnaauf actur ing units in 1988—89 out 
of which only 141 were working. Among them a total of 8,831 
persons were working. During 1993—94 Small Scale Units 
number 1,675 out of which 2.45 were- engineering units, 401 
were handicraft, , 42 were hand-loom, 308 were processing 
units, 1 was a chemical, and 678 were other units. There 
were also 380 Khadi and Village Industries Units under the 
Khadi Gramodyog. In 1993-94 a total of 5,315 people were 
w o r k i n g i n t, h e s e i n d ustries. 


The district Shahjahanpur is poorly placed In the area 
o£ literacy . 1 t occupies 53rd rank among the 63 districts of 
Uttar Pradesh. Against 41.60 per cent of literates in the 
state the district has 32.07 per cent. The gap between the 
literacy rates of the state and the district is of 9. S3 per 
cent. This gap is significantly wider in the case of 


literacy rates for total males (13.05 per cent ) and rural 
males (13.54 per cent). The comparative literacy rates of 
Shah j ah an pur and Uttar Pradesh are presented in Table 1 . 



Table 1 

: l ITERACY RATES 

FOR 1991 


Po pul at ion 

Shah j ah an pur 

Uttar Pradesh 

Total. 


3 ?. . 07 


41.60 

Rural 


27.15 


36 *66 

Urban 


50 . 63 


6 1 . 00 

Male 

(Total) 

42 . 68 


55 . 73 

F emal e 

(Total ) 

18.59 


25.31 

Male 

(Rural ) 

38 . 57 


52 . 1 1 

Femal e 

( R u r a 1 ) 

12.28 


19.02 

Male 

( Urban ) 

59 . 03 


69 . 98 

Female 

( Urban ) 

40.92 


50.38 

Source 

: Ma r a van . G. and Others. Family Planning Programme in 
Uttar Pradesh s Issues for Strategy Development, 
Centre for Population and Development Studies, 

Hyderabad, 1994 . 


As stated above the difference in the state and the 
d istri c t 1 i t & r a c y r a t e s wa s that of 9 » ,53 per cent • Hr om 
Table 1 we find the differences were higher in case of urban 
population (10.37 per cent) than rural' (9.51 per cent); in 
of males (13.05 per cent) than females (6.72 per cent,); 


case 
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in case of rural males <13.34 per cent) than urban 
(10.93 per cent); and, in case of urban females (9.46 
cent) than rural females (6.74 per cent). 

Within district Shahjahanpur and within Uttar Pradesh 

t liter •* t e s a r e p resent e d i n f * ^ '■ B 
the differences in per cent literate, ar .. { 

2 . 

2 ; PERCENTAGE DIFFERENCE IN LITERACY RATES 


Table 


Population 


Shahjahanpur 


Uttar Pradesh 


Male ~ 

F etual e 

(Total. ) 

24 . 09 

Male 

Fema‘1 e 

( R u r a 1 ) 

26 . 29 

Mai e “ 

F emal e 

( Ur ban ) 

18.11 




23 . 48 

Urban 

Rural 



U r ban 

Rural 

(Male) 

20 . 46 

Urban 

Rural 

( Fern a 1 e ) 

28 . 64 


30.43 
33.09 
19.60 
24.34 
17.87 
3 1 . 36 


Source 


Marayan. G. and Other*. 

SS tZ.IS*"* Btndta*. 

Hyderabad , 1994 * 


literacy rates in different blocks of 
Table 3 shows the literacy 

. that o n n the 14 blocks seven 

the district. The data show* that am 

•. , literacy rate* among the rural population of the 

held higher litera y 

i i * t r i c t . The seven blocks had higher literacy rate* 

le population than among the total rural male* in the 

their male popuiatiu. . 

+ . HtcrAcv rates among tlieir 
. * Tn S j« blocks the literacy 

district . m Ji ' 


mmmm 


mmm 
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Table 3 = BLOCK-WISE LITERACY RATES IN DISTRICT SHAHJAHANPUR 


B 1 o c k 

T O t A 1 

■ 'i 

Literacy Rates 

Mai e 

Femal e 

Banda 

2.9 . 82 

40 . 96 

1 6 . 00 

Khutar 

30.48 

41 .25 

16.77 

p o way an 

31.90 

i 43 . 27 

1 7 . 34 

Sindhaul i 

25 . 03 

36 . 90 

9.98 

Khudaganj Ka Ira 

32 . 26 

45 . 94 

14.39 

Jaiti pur 

23 . 87 

34.57 

9.05 

T i 1 h a r 

28.31 

41 .33 

1 1 . 69 

Nigoh i 

25 . 69 

37.57 

10.26 


22 . 82 

42.04 

13.38 

Kant h 

Dad r o 1 

21.87 

32.73 

7 . 96 

Bhawal Khera 

27 . 72 

39.04 

13.45 


22 . 37 

3 1 . 93 

8.96 

Kalan 


25.51 

36 . 73 

1 0 * 49 

M i r zapu r 

J a 1 a 1 a b a d 

25 . 59 

36 . 57 

10.76 

Total (Rural) 

27.15 

38.57 

12.28 


female population were higher than among rural male* of 

strict. S..C* — — - — — - “ f 

literates (32.261 followed by block Powayan and 

Khutar <30.4al. Block Dadrpl has , the lowest percentage of 
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1 i. t e r a t e s ( 2 "I - 8 7 ) f o 1 1 o w e d b y b 1 o c k K a 1 a n ( 22 . 3 7 > . B 1 o c k 
Khudaganj Katra has the highest percentage o f male literates 
(45-94) followed by block Powayan (43.27) and Kan th (42-04) 
w l "i i 1 e b 1 o c k K a 1 a n ha s t h e 1 o w e s t p ercent a g e o f m ale 1 i t e r ales 
( 3 -1 , 9 3 ) f o 1 1 o w e d b y b 1 o c k D a d r o 1 (32-73). B 1 o c k P o w a y a n h a s 

t h e h i. g 1 1 e s t 1 i t e r a c; y r a t e s f o r f e m a les ( 1 7 .54) f allowed b y 
block Khutar (16.77) and block Banda (16.00) while block 
Dadrol has the lowest literacy rates for females (7-96) 
f a 1 1 o w e d b y b 1 o c k I < a 1 a n ( & . 9 6 ) . 


Educational Scwnmario in the District 

Table 4 describes the educational scenario in the 
district during 1994-95. As can be seen clearly the 

a c i 1 i t i e s f o r e d u c a t i o n a f c h i 1 d r e n i n t h e d i s t r i c t a r e 

quite poor. The educational scenario; indicate the reason 
for the district occupying 53rd place in literacy among the 
63 districts of the state. There are a total of 1,432 Junior 
B a s :i. c , 1 9 9 S e ri i o r B a s i c a n d 5 1 1-1 i g h er Second a r y S c h o o 1 s f ora 

% Q i a i o f a -| 3 o v i 1 1 a g e s a n d 11 t o wns in t h e d i s t r i c t . T h e 

number of educational institutions at all levels i s 
insufficient. At least 287 villages have no Junior Basic 
School in nearby areas and children of these villages have to 
cover a distance of 3 kms . to more than 5 kms . to reach 
school- Similarly, boys belonging to 810 and girls of 1451 
villages have to walk, for more than 5 .kms. to reach Senior 
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Basic School „ Boys belonging to 1718 and girls to 2006 
villages have to walk for more than 5. kms * to reach a Higher 

, it 

Secondary School. 


Table 4 : EDUCATIONAL SC FN ARID OF DISTRICT SHAHJAHANPUR 


Edit cat i anal 

Level 

No « 
S c h 

of 

O 0 I Si 

No. of 
Students 

No . of 
Teachers 



Total 

G i r 3. s 

Total 

G i r l <•» 

Total 

Fern a 1 e 

J urn i o r 

Bas i c 

1432 

{' 

262 1 62 

94366 

3!>29 

664 

S e n i o r 

Bas i. c 

1 99 

30 

46142 

1 1791 

1 PP.8 

197 

H i g h e r 

Se con da ry 

31 

10 

38015 

24036 

790 

240 

Degree 


3 

- 

4272 

NA 

96 

NA 


The estimated population in the age group 6-11 and 11-14 
years of the district was 3,13,940 and 2,09,294 respectively. 
On the basis of this population 83.51 per cent of children 
were enrolled in Junior Basic and only 22.05 per cent in 
Senior Basic: Schools. As compared, the percentage of 
children in this age group enrolled in the state was 91.32 
and 27.47 respectively. 

.A comparative picture of Junior Basic Schools in 
Shahjahanpur and Uttar Pradesh over a period of two years is 
presented in Table 5. It indicate the following features : 
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T a b 1 e 5 s COMPARATIVE POSITION OF JUNIOR BASIC EDUCATION IN 
SHAHJAHANPUR AND UTTER PRADESH 




Shahjahanpur 

Uttar 

P radesh 



1993-94 

1994-95 

1993-94 

1994—95 

No. of Schools 

1391 

1432 

79522 

8202.3 

Per Cent 
e n rolled 

C h i 1 d r e n 
in JBS 

78.48 

83.51 

85 . 82 

91 .32 

A v e r a g e S t u d e n t s p e r 

S choc 1 

177.12 

183.07 

197.67 

2.03 . 92 

Gi r 1 s pe r 

S c h o o 1 

62 . 38 

65 . 90 

74.81 

78 . 88 

T e a c h e r s 

per S c h o o 1 

2.51 

2.46 

3.37 

3.29 

F e m ale T e a che r s p e r 
School 

0 . 47 

0.46 

0 . 62 

0.60 

Students 

per Teacher 

70 . 63 

74.29 

58.72 

61.91 


(a) As against Uttar Pradesh , the percentage of children 
enrolled among the total children in 6--11 years age 

group has been significantly lower in Shah jahanpur . 

(b> Average number of all students as well as girls per 

school has been lower in Shahjahanpur as compared to 
Uttar Pradesh. 

(c) Average number of all teachers as well as female 

teachers per school has been significantly lower in 

f I i 

Shahjahanpur as against Uttar Pradesh* 
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<d) Average number of student's per teacher has been 
significantly higher in Shah j ahanpu r as compared to 
U ttar P r a d e s h . 

A further analysis of the data indicate that in 
comparison to Uttar Pradesh progress in the field of primary 
education in Shahjahanpur has been at par with the progress 
at the state level, except in the case of increase in the 
number of Junior Basic Schools. The increase in number of 
Junior Basic Schools in Shahjahanpur was 2.95 per cent in 
1994-93 over 1993-94 as against 3.15 per cent. in Uttar* 

« t I 

Pradesh. 

The increase in enrolment of children in Shahjahanpur 
and Uttar Pradesh during 1994-95 over 1993-94 has been at 
par, i.e. 6.41 per cent. Similarly, the rate of increase in 
enrolment of girls in the district and the state during the 
s am e p eriod h a s h e e n t h e s am e , i.e. 8.75 p e r c e n t. . 

The number of teachers increased in Shahjahanpur during 
1994-93 over 1993-94 by 1.18 per cent while in Uttar Pradesh 


the increase 

j. n 

t h e i r 

number was by 0.93 

per 

c e n 1; . T h e 

increase in 

the 

n urn he r 

of female teachers 

in 

Shah j ah an pur 


during the same period was by 0.91 per cent and in the state 
by 0.89 per cent. 
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Th# Selected Blocks 

The basic characteristics of population, as per Census 
1991, of the blocks selected in Shah j ah an pur for the present 
study are presented in Table 6. 


Table 6 8 SOME CHARACTERISTICS OF POPULATION OF 



SELFCTF.D 

BLOCKS 




Block 

Po pula—. 

1 1 o n 

S c h e d u 1 e d 

C a s t e s 

C/.> 

Literacy Percentage 

Male Female Total 

J a 1 a 3. eft b eft d 

148037 

13.08 

36 . 37 

10.76 

23 . 39 

Poway an 

101077 

28,95“ , 

• 43 . 27 

1 7 * 54 

3 1 * 90 

Bhawal Khera 

144686 

25.14 

39.04 

13,45 

2.7,72. 

Kant 

111703 

19.65 

42 . 04 

13.38 

29 .. 62 

Nig a h i 

104880 

19.33 

37 . 37 

10.2,6 

23 . 69 

0 i s t r i c t Total 

C FI ural ) 

1374764 

HO . 23 

38 * 57 

12.28 

27. 13 

In the di 

strict 79 

,2.4 per cent 

of t h e 

po pu 3 at 

i on was 

living in rural 

areas « 

The district 

has 18. 

03 per 

c e n t o f 


the population of Scheduled Castes, 17.37 per cent of Muslims 
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and a significant proportion of persons belonging to the 
Other Backward Castes. The composition of the population 
itself indicate? that a vast majority of them were 
economically poor and socially and edu cat i onal 1 y backward. 

The socio-economic backwardness is reflected in the low 
literacy rates of the district (32.07 per cent) which placed 
the district in 53rd position among the 63 districts of the 
state. The literacy rates for males (42.68 per cent) placed 
the district at 56th position while for female literacy 
(18.59 per cent) at 49th position. The literacy rates for 
the population living in rural areas of the district were 
significantly low, j. . e . , 27.15 per cent for total, 38.57 per , 
cent for males and 12.28 per cent for 1 'females. 

Among the blocks selected for Social Assessment Study 
Poway an had the highest literacy rate among the total rural 
population (which had the highest percentage of literates 
among males and females) followed by block Kant, Bhawa 1 
Khera, Nigohi and Jalalabad. The highest literacy rates 
among females were found in block Poway an (17.54 per cent.) 

i 

and lowest in Nigohi (10.26 per cent). 

The information for the selected blocks provided by the 
district. officials of the Education Department is presented 
in Table 7. 


IS 


Table 7 : SOME INFORMATION ABOUT THE SELECTED BLOCKS 


In fa r its at i on 

J a I. a 3. 

, Poway ah Bhawal- 

Kan t 

N i g o h 


abaci 

K h e r a 




No. of Villages 

206 

193 

181 

194 

136 

No- of Gram Sab h a s 

129 

98 

116 

1 12 

99 

No. of Nyaya Pane, hay at s 

13 

a 

9 

9 

8 

F e males p e r 1 000 ma 1 e s 
1981-91 Population 

775 

818 

819 

794 

803 

Growth Rate 

15*9 

23. 2 

19.3 

12.7 

22 . 9 

D © n s :L t y o f P o p u 1 a t i o n 

E s t i it* at e d P o p u 1 a t i. o n i n 

366 

334 

416 

335 

400 

6—11 years 

P.3890 

16824 

24338 

2.0367 

11890 ; 

J un i o r Ba i:-i i c S c: h o a 1 s 

1 43 

107 

1 1 5 

126 

95 

S e n i o r Ba s i c B c h o o 1 ( T o t a 1 ) 1 9 

16 

17 

14 

ip. 

S e n i o r Ba s i c S c h o o 1 < G i r 1 

s ) 5 

5 

4 

3 

3 

H i g h S c h a a 1 / 1 nter rrt e d i ate 

- 

i 

i 

2 

1 

Degree Colleges 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— , j 

V. En rolled i n J BS 
Students per Teacher in 

76.0 

83 . 2. 

73.3 

76.7 

89 . 0 

J BS 

60 

79 

36 

39 

84 

Schemes in operation 





| 

for Girl child 

— 





Schemes for SC children 

Scholar- 

Scholar— 

Scholar- 

B c h o I a r — 

Scholar- 


ship 

s h i p 

sh i p 

s h i p 

*h i p 


R s - 1 2 pm 

Rs.12 pm 

Rs . 12 pm 

R s . 1 2 pm 

R e « 1 ?. pm 

Schemes for Muslim 

S c: h o 1 a r — 

Schol ar- 

Scholar— 

Scholar— 

B c h o 3 a r — 

eh i 1 dr en 

s h i p 

s h i p 

s h i p 

s h i p 

s h i p 


( N o t for 

(Not for 

(Not for 

(Not. for 

(Not for 


al 1 ) 

a 1 1 ) 

al 1 > 

al. 1 > 

a 1 1 ) 

S c: h e rn e s for All S t u d e n t s 

3 kgs 

3 kgs 

3 kgs 

3 k g s 

3 kg* j 


rice per 

rice per 

rice p€* r 

rice per* 

rice p e r ! 


c h i 1 d pm 

child pm 

child pm 

chi Id pm 

child pm 





T hi © S © 1 © c t © d Villages 


Out o £ a total of 14 blocks, five were selected for the 
present study. From each of the blocks two villages were 
selected on the basis of discussion with the block level 
Edu cat i on Officials. The villages were sale ct ed k e a p i n g in 
mind s (a) a sizeable population of socially disadvantaged 
groups, especially from the perspective of education, i.a, 
the Scheduled Castes and Muslims; and (b) where the situation 


Table 8 : SOME CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SELECTED VILLAGES 


Black 

Vi 1 lages 

Population 

Total S.C. Muslim 

7. of 
Lite- 
rates 
(App- 
r dk» ) 

No. of 
child- 
ren in 
6-11 
years 

Enrol- 

ment 

rate 

(Approx) 

Primary 

School 

Pub- P r i - 
lie vate 

Jalala- 

B hat ad e war 

986 

?10 

150 

28.3 

150 

73.3 

Yes 

No 

bad 

Dolapur 

645 

125 

20 

23.5 

105 

70.5 

Yes 

Mo 

Powayan 

Jewan 

1800 

870 

200 

32.4 

275 

74.6 

Yes 

No 


Gangai 

750 

416 

15 

22.2 

1 15 

73.9 

Yes 

Mo 

Bhawal 

Hathora- 

2600 

1050 

200 - 

23.2 

355 

62.5 

Yes 

Mo 

Khe ra 

Buzurg 
Basul ia 

2800 

1200 

500 

32.0 

402 

78.1 

Yes 

No 

Kan t 

Jamuniya 

2100 

650 

450 . 

2$.0 

i ! 

325 

73.9 

Yes 

Mo 


Mohan pur 

1562 

200 

175 

36.0 

248 

84.7 

Yes 

Mo 

Nigohi 

Hamzapur 

1350 

110 

550 

24.2 

159 

75.5 

No 

Yes 


Sanda 

2400 

450 

975 

28.3 

345 

72.5 

Yes 

No 


socially 


with regard to enrolment /drop-out of glrla and 
disadvantaged children waa either especially bad or 

pa rticularly. g o o d * Th e v i. 1 1 a g e $ s e 1 e c t e d f r orn t h e f ;L v e 

blocks are listed in Table 8. 

The data presented in Table 8 is based on the 
information provided by the Gram Pradhan /Members of Gram 
Sabha/knowl edgeabl e persons* The four villages from block 
B h awa 1 K h e r a a n d b 1 o c k P o w a y a n w e r e s e 1 e c t e d k e e p i n g i n v i e w 
the high Scheduled Castes population while the villages from 
block Nigohi were selected on the basis of the fairly large 
Muslim population* The villages from block Jalalabad were 
selected on the basis of the high population of Backward 
Castes. The villages from block Kant were selected because 
of the mixed character of population. The villages from 
block Poway an — Jewan and Gangai had 48.3 and 55.5 per cent 
Scheduled Castes population respectively while the villages 
fro m block Bhawal Khera - Basulia and Hath aura Buzurg had 
42.9 and 40.4 per cent Scheduled Castes population 
respectively. In block Jalalabad the Other Backward Castes" 
constituted 41-6 per cent and 50.4 per. cent of the population 
in villages Bhatadewar and Dolapur- respectively. 

In block Nigohi Muslims comprised of 40.7 per cent and 
40.6 per cent of the population in' 'villages Hamrapur and 
Sanda respectively . In the villages of block Kant the 
population was of a mixed character. The data of the 


I I 
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villages shows a positive trend in the relationship between 
literacy rate and enrolment rate. There is also a 
significant indication that the higher enrolment rate is not 
ne cessar i ly the resul t of the ex istence of a private schcio 1 
i n t h e v i 1 1 a g e « 



CHARTER XX 


SDCiO-ECOIMOMlC PROFILE OF" THE 
3 AMPLE RE8FONDEIMTS 

The education of a child depends on a number of 
c o n d i. t i o n s , 1 1 1 e s o c x o - e c o n o rn i c h a c: k g r o u n d b e i n g o n e o f t h e 

i m j::» o r t a n t » 1 n t h i s c i t a p t e r , a b r i e f p r o f i 1 e o f l h e s o c i o -• 

economic conditions of the sample respondents, i.e- y their 
g u a r d i a n s i s p r o v i d e d - T h & S o rial A s s e s s m e n t S t u d y w a s 

designed to cover also the t sample } households from the 

villages selected for this purpose, so as to have an idea of 
the opinion and attitude of the parents about the school 
e d u c a t i o n o f t h e i r c h i 1 d r e n « 

For the purpose of the present study two villages from 
each of the five blocks were selected for the Focus Group 
D i s c u s s 1 o n s * F r o m e a c h o f t h e s e v i 1 1 a g e s i 0 h o u s e h o 1 ci s w & r e 

t 

also selected on a simple random sampling basis. The heads 
o f t, h e s e h o u s e h o 1. d s w ere interviewed to find out t h e 
conditions of schooling of their children, their attitude 
towards the school system of education and the education of 
their children in general and girls in particular. 

As far as the socio-economic background is concerned, 
the age and sex of the respondents are important in relation 
to their attitude towards education of children in general 
and girls in particular. Of the total number of respondents, 
80 per cent were males and the rest 20 per cent were females. 
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Tab le 1 : SEX-WtSE AND AGE-WISE DISTRIBUTION OF SAMPLE RESPONDED 
1 OF SHAHJAHANPUR DISTRICT 


Block 

Villages 

Respondents 

Age Group of Respondents 



Male Female Total Upto 30 

Male Female 

31-45 46+ 

Male Female Male Femal 

Jalala- 

bad 

Bhatadewar 

8 ? 10 
(80-0) (HO. 0) ( -100) 

1 ” - 
(10.0) 

5 2 2 - 
(50.0X20.0X20.0) 


Dolapur 

6 4 10 

(60.0) (40.0) ( 100) 

1 1 
( 10.0) ( 10. Q) 

i 1 1 

5 3 

(50.0) (30.0) 

Poway an 

Jewan 

10 - 10 

(100.0) (100) 

- 

6-4" 

(60.0) (40.0) 


Gangai 

8 2 10 
(80.0) (20.0) (100) 

- 

8 ? ~ “ 
(80.0X20.0) 

Bhawal 

Khera 

Hathaura 

Buzurg 

7 3 10 

(70. 0X30. 0X100) 

1 

(10.0) 

6 2.1" 
(60.0X20.0) (10.0) 


Basulia 

9 1 10 
(90. OHIO. 0X100) 

— — 

9l-~ 
(90.0) (10.0) 

Kant 

J attain iya 

7 3 10 

(70.0) (30.0) (100) 

1 

{ ( 10.0) 

6 3-' 

(60.0) (30.0) 


Mo ban pur 

8 2 1° 

( 80. 0X20. 0X100) 

1 

<10-0) 

6 2 1 
(60.0) (20.0X10.0) 

Nigohi 

Sanda 

9 1 10 

(90.0) (10.0) (100) 

- 

6 1 3 

(60.0X10.0X30.0) 


Hamzapur 


a 2 10 1 ' ' 

( 80 . 0 ) (20.0) (100) (10.01(10.0) (70.0X10.0) 


( B o%)(2o!o)(100) ( 3 !o) (3?0. (6^0. (1X0) (11.0) 


Total 
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Only in village Jewan of block Powayan all the respondents 
were males. Most of the respondents, i.e. 81 per cent 
belonged to the middle, i.e., 31 —4 5 years age group. Of 
these 64 per cent were males and 17 per cent females . 11 per 

cent of the respondents were above 4-6 years in age and only S 
p e r c: e n t o f t h e r e s p o n d e n t s w e r e y o u n g , i.e. below 3 0 y e a r s 
of age ( Tab! e 1 ) . 

T h e c a s t, e o f a c 1 1 i. 1 d i n our s o c io-e c o n o m i c system 
determines his opportunities for education. In the 10 
villages of Shah j ahahpur 4 1 per cent of the respondents 
interviewed were Scheduled Castes. Of the respondents in 
Gangai village of block Poway an 90 per cent belonged to 
these castes and 70 per cent of respondents each in village 
Jewan (block Piowayan) and Hathaura Buzurg (block bhawal 
Kh era) and 60 per cent of those interviewed in Basulia of the 
same block belonged to the Scheduled Castes. 

A b o u t a n e - f our t h ( 2 6 p e r cent) o f t h e r e s p o n d e n t s w e r e 
Muslims. Most of the respondents in village San da (90 per 
cent) and Hamza pur (80 per cent) of block Nigohi arid ~>0 per 

c. e n t o f B h a t a d e w a r , b 1 o c k J a 1 a 1 a b a d w e r e M u s 1 i m s . On e f i f t h 

(20 per cent) of the respondents belonged to the Other- 
Backward Castes and 13 per cent to the 'General Castes. Out 
of a total of ten villages respondents belonging to the 
Scheduled Castes were included in 8 villages; Other Backward 
Castes and General Castes in 7 villages each and Muslims in 5- 
villages (Table 2). 


Table 2 s CASTE-WISE DXSTR t BUTTON OF RESPONDENTS 


Block 

Oil lages 

General 

C, a s t e s 

Schedu led 
Castes 

SBC 

Mus 1 inis 

Jala), a- 

Bhatadewar 

■ ... ■ 

2(20.0) 

3 ( 30 . 0 ) 

5(50.0) 

bad 

Do lapur 

.... 

3(30.0) 

7 ( 70 , 0 ) 

- 

Powayan 

J ewan 

3(30.0) 

7(70.0) 

- 



Gangai 

1 ( 10.0) 

9(90.0) 

— 


Bhawal 

Hath aura 

2. ( 2.0 . 0 ) 

7(70.0) 

1 ( 10.0) 

- 

Khera 

Buzurg 






Basul ia 

3 ( 30 . 0 ) 

6 ( 60 . 0 ) 

1(10.0) 

_ 

Kant 

Jamun i ya 

1 ( 1 0.0) 

3 ( 30 . 0 ) 

3 ( 30 . 0 ) 

3 ( 30 - 0 ) 


Mohan pur 

?.. ( 20 . 0 ) 

4(40.0) 

3(30. 0 > 

1(10.0) 

N i g o h i 

San da 

1 ( 10.0) 


- 

9 ( 90 , 0 ) 


Hamza pur 

- 

- 

( 20 . 0 ) 

8 ( 80 , 0 ) 

T otal 


13(13.0) 

, 41(41 JO ) 

20 ( 20 . 0 ) 

2.6 ( 26 . 0 ) 


The 


h i s / h e r 


educational qualifications of a person determines 
perception about education and his/her attitude 


towards the school system of education. The education of the 
child to a great extent also depends on educational 
background of the family and 'its head. Nearly one-third (31 
per cent) of the total respondents in the 10 vcllages were 
illiterate-, 21 per cent (15 per cent males 6 per cent 


females) were educated upto the primary 
(31 per cent males 3 per cent females) 


level and 34 
had education 


High School level ; and 14 per cent (ell «1«> "ere 
above the High School level (Table 3). 


p e r c n t 
upto the 
educated 
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Table 3 : EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND OF RESPONDENTS 


Block Villages Educational Background 

Illiterate Literate Upto Primary Upto Above High 

High School 

.School 

Male Female Male Fe- Male Female Male Fe- Male Female 
ma 1 e male 


Jalala- 

Bhatadewar 1 

- 


- 5 

- 


1 

2 

1 

- 

bad 


(10.0) 



(50.0) 



(10.0) 

(2.0, 

.OHIO. 

.0) 


Bo la pur 

3 

4 


— — 

■ — 


2 

— 

1 

— 



(30.0) 

(40. 

0) 




(20.0) 


( 10. 

.0) 

Powayan 

vlewan 

5 

- 


- 1 

— 


2 


2 

— 



(50.0) 



(10.0) 



(20.0) 


(20. 

,0) 


Gangai 

1 

- 


- 2 

2 


5 

- 

r- 

- 



(10.0) 



- (20.0) (20, 

.0) 

(50.0) 




Bhawal 

Hathaura 

3 

i 


- 2 

2 


2 

- 

— 

— 

Khera 

Buzurg 

(30.0) 

(10. 

0) 

(20.0) (20, 

.0) 

(20.0) 





Basul ia 

2 

1 


-■ - '2 

— 


4 

- 

i 

- 



(20.0) 

(10. 

0) 

(20.0) 



(40.0) 


(10. 

■ 0) 

Kant 

Jamuniya 

2 

3 


- - - 

- 


5 

- 

- 

- 



(20.0) 

(30. 

0) 




(50.0) 





Mohanpur 

2 

2 


- 2 

- 


3 

- 

i 

— 



(20.0) 

(20. 

0) 

(20.0) 



(30.0) 


(10. 

,0) 

Nigohi 

Banda 

- 

- 


- - - 

1 


5 

- 

4 

— 






( 

10. 

,0) 

(50.0) 


(40. 

■ 0) 


Hamzapur 

1 

- 


1 

1 


2 

1 

4 

— 


Sikandar 

(10.0) 



( 10.0 ) c 

' .? 

10. 

.0) 

(20.0) 

(10, 

,0) (40. 

. 0 > 


?.0 11 - - 15 6 31 3 14 

(20.01(11.0) (13.01(6.0) (31.01(3.0) (14.0) - 


TOTAL 
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The occupations; of the persons determine their level of 
income and in turn determines their capacity to support. the 
school going children- The occupations of the respondents 
have been recorded in Table 4. About three-fourths (74 per 

Table 4 s OCCUPATIONAL BACKGROUND OF RESPONDENTS 


Bloc k 

Vi 1 lages 


He 

rut pat, 1 on 






C u 1 1 i - 

Wage 

Bust- Service 

Houoewi f e 



vat o r s 

Labou r 

nef? 



J a 1 a X a- 
bad 

Bhatadewar 

6 

< 60 - 0 > 

cl 

( HO . 0 > 

o 

CJ 8 

o 

.ft! 

- 

- 


Do la pur 

9 

< 90 . 0 ) 

1 

(10-0) 




Poway an 

J ewan 

a 

( 80 . 0 ) 

1 

(.10.0) 

i 

■ (10.0) 




Gangai 

10 

< 100.0) 

— * 




Bhawal 

Khera 

Hathaura 

Buzurg 

9 

( 90 . 0 ) 

1 

( 10.0) 





Basul ia 

6 

( 60 . 0 ) 

3 

( 30 . 0 ) 


1 

( 10.0) 


Kant 

Jamuniya 

3 

( 30 . 0 > 

4 

( 40 - 0 ) 

— 

1 

( 10.0) 



Mohan pur 

a 

<80.0 > 

'< 1 

(10.0) 

— 

1 

( 10.0) 

■ 

N i g o h i 

San da 

9 

( 90 . 0 ) 

-- 

- 

— 

i 

(10,0) 


Hamza pur 

4 

( 40 . 0 ) 

— 

» 3 

(30.0) 

•1 

( 10.0) 

?. 

( HO . 0 ) 

Total 


74 

(74.0) 

13 

(13.0) 

6 

( 6.0) 

4 

(4.0) 

3 

(3.0) 
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cent) of the respondent, were cultivators while 13 per cent 
„ere wage labourers, mostly in agriculture while * P" 
of them were into small business and 4 per cent in regular 
employment . Out of a total of 20 women respondents only 3 
were housewives and the 17 of them were earning. All the 
respondents from village Gangai of block Powayan, 90 per rent 
of the respondents in villages Sanda (Nlgohi), Hath, sura 

Buzur g ( Bhawal Kheral and Oolapur Ualalahadl were 

cultivator?. 


T « M . 5 , INCOME-WISE DISTRIBUTION OF FAMILIES OF SAMPLE 
RESPONDENTS 


Bloc k 


Village 


Income (Annual) 


Up. to 
8000 


8001- 

11000 


■ 1 1001 - 
18000 


18001 + 


J a 1 a. 1 a- 
bad 


Khera 

Kant 


Bhatadewar 

HIO.O) 

ro— 

O 

O 

•w* 

4(40.0) 

3(30.0) 


■iMfl.O) 

4(40.0) 

4(40.0) 

1 ( 10 . 0 ) 

Do la pur 4 

Jewan 

2 ( HO - 0 ) 

1 ( 10 . 0 ) 

3 ( 30 . 0 ) 

4(40.0) 


?(?n.o) 

3(30.0) 

2 ( 20 . 0 ) 

3(30.0) 

Gangai 

Hath aura B u 2 u r <3 

a ( so . 0 ) 

2 ( 20 . 0 ) 

3 ( 30 . 0 ) 

3(30.0) 

Basul ia 

3(30.0) 

3(30.0) 

3 ( 30 . 0 ) 

1 ( 10 . 0 ) 

•1 (- 10 . 0 ) 

4 ( 40 . 0 ) 

4 ( 40 . 0 ) 

1 ( 10 . 0 ) 

Jamuniya 


4 ( -i 0 . 0 > 

1 ( 10 . 0 ) 

3 (*> 0 . 0 ) 

3(30.0) 

Mo nan pur 

Sanda 

2 ( 20 . 0 .) 

• 1 ( 10 . 0 ) 

4(40.0) 

3 ( 30 . 0 ) 

Hamza pur 

H ( 20 . 0 ) 

2 ( 20 . 0 ) 

3(30.0) 

3(30.0) 


Total 


17(17.0) 23 ( P.3.0) 3f>(35.0) ?f>(?3.0) 


The income of the family determines the level of 
financial support a child ran get, for his education. bince a 
large number of the respondents were either marginal farmers 
or wage labourers, one can not expect a high annual income )n 
the households. A significant proportion of the fairn.li.es <40 
per cent) of respondents were living below the poverty line, 
i.e. they earned upto Rs. 11 ,000 annually. Among them 17 per 
cent of the families had an annual income of only upto 
Rs. 8,000. A little over one-third <3f> per cent) of the 
families belonged to lower income group earning between 
Rs. 11,000 and 18,000 annually while one-fourth (P3 per cent) 
of the families of respondents were comparatively better off 
earning above Rs. 18,000 annual, ly (Table ,i>. 
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CHAPTER XXX 


PROBLEM IDENTIFICATION AMD MEASURES 
SUGGESTED BY PARENTS 


The objective o £ the Social Assessment Studies was to 
understand the basic: problems with regard to education of 
c 1 1 i 1 dr e n b e 1 a rt g i n g t a t h e s o c :i a 1 1 y a n d e d u c a t i o n a 1 1 y ba c k wa r d 
group, i . e . the Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and 
M u s 1 1 iti s , i ri g e n e r a 1 a n d t h e g i. r 1 c h i 1 d i n p a r t i c u 1 a r .. 

Besides conducting Focus Group discussions in the 
selected villages a sample of ten households was also 
s e 1 e c t e d f o r i. n t, e r viewi n g t h e i r h e a d s t h r o u g h a s t, r u c t u r e d 
Interview Schedule. The procedure adopted for selecting the 
sample of blocks, villages and the households was as under. 


S i n c e 

t h e d a t a o n e n r o 1 m 0 n t 

and drop- 

0 u t 

rates 

a t 

the 

b 1 o c k 1 e vel 

was not a v a i 1 a b X e , . we 

selected 

the 

b 1 0 c k s 

on 

t h e 

basis of a 

h i g h e r p ropo r t i 0 n 0 f 

population 

of 

the 

socially 


and educationally backward group. 

The district had 18.02 per cent of the Scheduled Castes 
and 17.57 per cent of the Muslim population (1991 Census). 
We, therefore, selected two blocks having larger proportion 
of the Scheduled Castes and another block having a larger 
proportion of the Other Backward Castes*. The fourth block 
was selected as it had a larger proportion of Muslims in its 


p o p u 1 a t 1 o n „ I h e f x f t h b l a c k w a s s e I e c t e d o n t h e b a s i s o f t h e 
mixed character of its po pul. at ion- There were no Scheduled 
T r i be s i n t h e d i s t r i c t - 

T h u s 7 b 1 o c k s Bh awa 3, k h e r a an d P o way an were selected for 
h a v i n g a 1 a r g e r p r o p o r t i o n o f t h e S e h e d u 1 e d C a s t e s p o p u 1 a— 
tion, block Jalalabad was selected for having a higher 
p r o p o r t i o n o f B a c k w a r d C a s t e s i n i t s p o p u 1 a t j. o n y b 1 o c 1 c N i g o h i. 
f o r h a v i. n g ]. a r g e r p r o p o r t 1 o n o f M u s 1 i m s in it s p o pul a t i a n a n d 

b 1 o c k K a n t w a s s & 3. & e t e d a s a m ;i. x e d p o p u 1 a t i o n b 3. o c k i n w h i c. h 

n e i t h e r t It e S c It e d u 1 e d C a s t, e s> n o r M u s 1 i in s It a d a n y s i g n i. f ica n — 
t, 1 y s i. z e a b 1 e p o }::» u 3. a t i o n * 

T w o v i 1 3. a g e s e r h 1 o c k w e r* e s e 3, e c t e d a f t e r d i s c u s s i o n s 
with the block level education officials* The criteria for 
s e 1 e c t i n t h e v i. 3. 1 a g e s w a s " ( a ) a si z. e a b 3. e p o p u 1 a t i o n of the 

g r o u p o n t h e b a s i s o f w h i c h t h e c o n c e r n e d b 1 o c k wa s 

identified," and (b) the percentage of children in 6-11 years 
a g e q r o u p enrolled i n s c h o o 1 * On e o f t h e villages wa s 
selected on the basis of high and the other with low 
enrolment rates* Since village-wise data on enrolment rates 
wa s n o t a v a i 1 a b 1 e , t h e o p i n i. o n of t h e education officials 
formed the basis of selection of the villages- 

F r o rrj e a c h o f t h e v i 1 1 ag e s a s am pie o f L e n h o u s e h olds 
were selected and their heads interviewed* The selection of 
the sample of households was done on purposive random basis 
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as only those households were selected which had school going 

t ll 

age children? who were either enrolled in schools, had been 
& n r a 1 1 e d i n t h e pa s t b u t d r o p p e d a u t ; a r r w hi o hi a d n e v e r to e e n 
e n r o 1 1 e d « 


Enrolmtnt 

' i 

T h e T a b 1 e 1 s h o w s t h a t in t h e o n e hundre d h o u s e h o 1 d s of 

t h e t e n s e 1 e c t e d v i 1 1 a g e s o f t h e d i. s trie t t h e r e w © r e 2 "1 3 

children in 6— 11 years age group, i.e. an average of 2.13 
children per family. Among them 149 children (69.95 per 
cent) were enrolled in schools. The enrolment rates for boys 
were 82.7 per cent and for girls. 56.3 per cent. The 

difference in the enrolment rates of boys and girls were 

•found very significant in the two villages of block Nigohi, 
village Dolapur (block Jalalabad), village Gangai (block 
Powayari ) , village Hath or a Btizurg (block Bhawalkhera) and 
village Jarnuniya (block Kant). The enrolment rates among 
girls in village Jewan (block P o way an ) were higher than those 
among boys. 
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Ta6 l e 1 : VILLAGE-WISE AND SEX-WISE NUMBER OF CHILDREN IN SCHOOL GOING AGE, 
1 NUMBER AND PERCENT ENROLLED IN SCHOOLS 


Block 


Village 


Total Children Children Enrolled P er Cent Enrolled 
BoysGi r ls~Total Boys Girls Total Boys Girls Total 


KANT 


N1G0H1 


TOTAL 


Bhata Dewar 

11 

13 

24 

10 

9 . 

19 

90.9 

69.2, 

79.2 

Dolapur 

10 

10 

20 

9 

4 

13 

90.0 

40.0 

65.0 


A 

16 

22 

4 

14 

10 

66 . 7 

87.5 

81.8 

Jewan 











•1 '1 

6 

, ^9 

10 1 

2 

12 

76.9 

33.3 

63.2 

Gangai 

1 vl 









Hathora Buzurg 

10 

0 

18 

9 

3 

12 

-O 

o 

e 

a 

37.5 

66.7 

Basul ia 

10 

11 

21 

6 

6 

12 

60.0 

54.5 

57.1 

J amun i ya 

16 

9 

25 

10 

3 

13 

62 . 5 

33.3 

52.0 

Mnh^n mi r 

11 

15 

26 

11 

11 

22 

100.0 

73.3 

84.6 


Sanda 
Hams a pur 


16 100,0 57.1 

IE 90-0 25.0 


•110 103 213 91 58 149 82.7 56.3 


84.2 

63.2 

69.9 


. caate-uiae enrolment rates 

In Table 2 we have shown the caste 

... r. din oi i laaes o f the district, 

in the total of 100 families of 10 villages 

.. „ _ „„,„impnt rat.es among the children 


It. shows that the enrolment rat.es among u, ^ 

to the General Castes were the highest (92. O per 
belonging to trie uen t. r o 

v t tv Children from Muslim families (80.4 per 

cent) followed by tniiareu 
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cent). The enrolment rates among the girls of the Scheduled 
Castes and the Backward castes were identical, i.e. 45.7 per 
cent. Among the boys of these Castes the enrolment rates had 
little difference : 75.5 per cent among boys of the 

Scheduled Castes and 67.6 per cent among boys of the Other 
Backward Castes. Among Muslim boys the enrolment was 100 per 
cent while among girls it was 58.3 per cent only. Another 
significant aspect of the data is that the enrolment ra\tes 
among the children, boys as well as girls, belonging to the 
Scheduled Castes as well as Other Backward Castes were nearly 
the same and significantly lower than those among the 
children belonging to the General and Muslim families. 

Table 2 s CASTE-WISE AMD SEX-WISE NUMBER OF CHILDREN IN 
SCHOOL GOING AGE, NUMBER AND PER CENT ENROLLED 
IN SCHOOLS IN THE TEN SELECTED VILLAGES 


C a s t e C h i 1 d r e n i n „ C h i 1 d r e ri Enrolled ■ 

Families in Schools 



Boys 

G i r 3. s 

Total 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

G e n e r a 1 

4 

2 1 

25 ' 

r 1 

4(100 ) 

1 9 ( 90 „ 5 ) 

S3 ( 92 * 0 ) 

S c h e d u 1 0 d C a s t < 

e 49 

35 

84 

37(75.5) 

1 6(45.7) 

53 ( 63 . -1 ) 

0 . B . C . 

30 

23 

53 

23 < 67 . 6 ) 

9(45.7) 

32 (60.4) 

Muslims 

27 

24 

51 

27(100) 

14(58.3) 

4 1 ( 80 . 4 ) 

TOTAL 

•no 

1 03 

213 

91(82.7) 

58 ( 56 . 3 ) 

1 49 (69.9) 


I f 
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Out. of the 213 children in the 100 sample households 64 
children (30 per cent) in the 6-11 years age group were out 
o f t h e s c I "i o o 1 s . A m ong t hi e g i rls, t h e n o n — e n rol 1 e d w e r e 43.7 
p e r c e n t w h i 1 e a rrt o n g b o y s s u c. h c h i 1 d ren c o n s t i t u t e d 1 7 . 3 p e r 
cent. The reasons for non-enrolment of children belonging to 
different caste groups a r e g iven in T a b ]. e 3 . 


Table 3 : REASONS FOR NON-ENROLMENT OF CHILDREN OF DIFFERENT CASTE GROUPS IN THE 
TEN SELECTED VILLAGES OF THE DISTRICT 

(Multiple Responses) N=64 


Reasons for General Caste 

S.C. 

O.B.C. 

Muslims 

Total 

null Ull U AIIIEII h 

Boys 

(N=0) 

Girls 

(N=5) 

Boys Girls 
(N=12HN=20) 

Boys Girls 
(N=6)(N=8) 

Boys 

(N=1) 

Girls 

(N=12) 

Boys Girls 
(N=19)(N=45) 

Child lacks interest 

_ 

2 4 

2 

3 

1 

3 

5 10 



(16.7) (26.0) (33.3) 

(37.5) 

(100.0) (25.0) (26.3) (22.2) 

Mo utility of Education 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

2 





(25.0) 



( 4.4) 

Poor Economic Condition 

1 

10 9 

3 

3 

1 

4 

14 17 

of family 

(20.0) 

(83.3) (45.0) (50.0) 

(37.5) 

(100*0) (33.3) (73.7) (37.8) 

Too early to send school 

- 

1 

- 

2 

- 

- 

3 



( 5.0) 


(25.0) 



( 6.7) 

Insincere teachers in 

2 

2 

- 

1 

i 

- 

1 5 

School 

(40.0) 

(10.0) 


(12.5) 

(100.0) 

( 5.3M11.1) 

Inconvenient School timings - 

2 

2 4 

- 

2 

- 

4 

2 12 


(40,0) 

c£ 

-3 

n3 

O 

O 


(25.0) 


£33.3) (10.51 (26.7) 

Needed for family 

- 

7 2 

3 

1 

1 

5 

11 8 

Occupation 


(58.3) (10.0) (50.0) 

(12.5) 

(100. 01(41.7) (57. 8) (17. 8) 

Needed for Household Work 

5 

4 17 

- 

7 

- 

10 

4 39 


1 100.0) (33.3) (85.0) 


(87.5) 


(83.31(21.11(86.7) 

Needed for Care of 

3 

3 10 

- 

8 . 

- 

5 

3 24 

Siblings 

(60.0) 

(25.01(50. 0) 


(75.0) 


(41.7H15. 81(53.3) 

No lady teachers in School - 

2 

8 

- 

- 


6 

- 16 


(40.0) 

> (40.0) 




(50.0) 

(35.6) 
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The moat Important among the muTtj.pl e reasons for non- 
enrolment of 1 girls was t h at. ’they are needed to do the 
household work” (8 6.7 per cent), followed fay ’their need to 
look after siblings in the family* (53.3 per cent), ’poor 
economic condition of the family’ (37.8 per cent) and ’no 
1 a d y t e a c h ers in s c hool * (3 5 . 6 p e r cent). 1 1 s e e m s t h a t d u e 

I. a p o o r e c o n o m i c c: o n d i t :i. o n s t h e e 1 d e r s , m a 1 e a n d f e rn a 1 e h o t h , 
have to go out to work arid earn and, therefore, the 
r e s p o n s i b i 1 i t y o f 1 o o k i n g - a f t e r t. hi e infants a ri d t o d d 1 e r s 
rests on thie young school going age girls. They have also to 

ti n d e r t a k e r o i j t i n e h o u s e h o 1 d w o r k i n t h e a b s e n c e o f t h e i r 

elders. It is, however, to be noted that a sizeable 

proportion of the respondents also felt inhibited in sending 
their daughters to school in the absence of lady teachers. 

As for the reasons for non-enrolment of boys is 

concerned it was found that due to poor economic conditions 
o P t h e f a m i 1 i e s < 7 3 . 7 p e r c e n t ) and their nee d i n t h e f a m i 1 y 
occupation (57.8 per cent) discourages parents for sending 
t h e i r s o n s t o s c h o o 1 a n d 1 o s e d i rect or i ndi r e c t e a rnin g s . 
Their need for the household work (21.1 per cent) and care of 
siblings (15.8 per cent) also reflect their poor economic 
conditions. Lack of interest in education was also mentioned 
as reason for non-enrolment of boys (26.3 per cent) and girls 
(22.2 per cent). The inconvenient school timings was also 
mentioned by 26.7 per cent of respondents for not sending 
their daughters and by 10.5 per cent for not sending their 
sons to school. 
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Regularity in Attendance 

The respondents were asked whether those of their 
children who were enrolled in schools were regular in 
attending their class? The respondents reported that out of 
9-1 boys and 58 girls enrolled in schools 71 boys and 50 girls 
were regular. thus, as compared to 81. 2 per cent of girls 
78.0 per cent of the enrolled boys were reported as regular 
i n t h e i r s c: h o o 1 s . 

Table 4 s CASTE WISE AMD SEX-WISE DISTRIBUTION OF REGULAR AND 

IRREGULAR CHILDREN IN SCHOOL IN THE TEN SELECTED 
VILLAGES 


Cas t & 

Bays ( N=9 1 ) 

Girls ( N~58 ) 

Total (N=149) 


Regular Irre- 

Regular Irre- 

R e g u 1 a r I r r e - 


g u 1 a r 

g u 1 a r 

g u 1 a r 


Gene ral 

3 

( 75 . 0 ) 

1 

( 25 . 0 ) 

16 

( 84 . 2 ) 

3 

( 15.8) 

19 

( 82 . 6 ) 

4 

( 1 7 . 4 ) 

S c It e d u 1 e d C a s l e s 

27 

< 73 . 0 ) 

10 

( 27 . 0 ) 

13 

(81.3) 

' 3 

. ( 1 8 . 7 ) 

40 

( 75 . 5 > 

13 

( 24 '. 5 > 

Ot h e r Ba c kwa r d 

Cas tes 

18 

( 78 . 3 ) 

5 

( 2 1 . 7 ) 

9 

( 100.0) 

-- 

27 

( 84 . 4 ) 

(15.6) 

Hus 1. irns 

23 

( 85 . 2 ) 

4 

< 14.8) 

12 , ! 
(85.7) 

2 

( 14.3) 

35 

(85.4) 

6 

( 14.6) 

TOTAL 

71 

( 78 . 0 > 

20 

( 22 . 0 ) 

50 

( 86 . 2 ) 

8 

( 13.8) 

121 

(81.2) 

28 

(18.8) 
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From Table 4 we find that about 81.2 per cent of the 
total children enrolled (boys and girls both) were reported 
as regular. The proportion of regular girls was 

significantly larger than the proportion of regular boys. 

iOx.ax:. 

A 1 1 g i r 1 s to e 1 <:> n g i n g t a t h e o t h e r to a c k w a r d c a s t e s f r e p o r t e d 
© re a s r e g u 1 a r w h i 1 e am a n g ti u s 1 i rn s 85 . 7 p e r c e n t f o 1. 1 o w e d by 
84 per cent girls belonging to the General and 81*3 per 
c e n t t o t it e 8 c h e d u 1 e d 0 a s t e s w e r e a Iso r e p arte d a s r e gular * 
A 1 a r g e r p e r c e n t a g e o f t h e M u s 1 i rn to o y s ( 85 * H p e r r; e n t ) w e r e 
reported as regular, while 78*3 per cent of boys belonging to 
t h e U t it e r E*a c k wa r d C a s t e s f o 1 low e d toy 75 *0 pe r c e n t t o t h e 
General Castes and 73.0 per cent to the Scheduled Castes were 
r e p o r t e d a s r e g u 1 a r „ T it u s , f r* o m t In e r e s pons & s a f pa r e n t s w e 
rn a y o to s e r v e t h a t o v e r f o u r *-* f i f t h s of t h e enrolled c h i 1 d r e n 
w e r e a 1 1 & n d i n g t it e i r c 1 a s s e s r e g u 1 a r 1 y * 

T h e r e s p o n d e n t s w e r e f u r t h er enquir e d a b o u t t h e n u rn to e r 

0 f d a y s t it e i r c It i 1 d r e n i» a d a 1 1 e n d e d t he sc h a a 1 d u r i n g t h e 

1 a s t rn o n t h * "I h e d e t a i. J. s o f t h e caste — wise re s p o n sv e s a r e 
p r e s e n t e d i n T a to 1 e 5 * 

A comparison of responses in Tables 4 and 5 confirms two 
p o i n t s * F i r s 1 1 y , a 1 a r g e r p r a p o r t i on of girl s w e r e r e g u 1 a r 
in school than boys; and, secondly, in comparison to boys 
the attendance of girls in school remain more or less uniform 
throughout the year. 


Among the boys belonging to the General Castes 50 per 

cent attended school for 16—20 days during the last month 
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Table 5 s CASTE AMD NUMBER OF DAYS CHILDREN ATTENDED SCHOOI 
LAST MONTH IN TEN SELECTED VILLAGES 


Caste 

No . o f day 

B o y s 

Upto 11-13 16-20 2 1 Total 

10 

s attended School 

G iris 

/Upto 11-13 16—20 21* 

10 

Total 

General 

2 2 
( 50 . 0 ) ( 50 . 0 ) 

4 

- 

3 1 6 

< 15.8) (84.2) 

19 

Scheduled Cast 

es 1 3 13 20 

( 2 . 7 ) ( 8 . 1 ) ( 35 . 1 > ( 54 . 1 > 

37 

- 

1 5 1 0 

(6.2) (31.3) (62.5) 

16 

0 1 l"i e r Ba c k wa r d 
C a s t e s 

9 1 4 

(39. 1 ) < 60 . 9 ) 

2.3 


1 8 
( 1 1 . 1 ) ( 83 . 9 ) 

9 

Mu 5 1 i ms 

6 2 1 
( 22 . 2 ) ( 77'. 8 ) 

27 

— 

1 13 

( 7 . 1 ) ( 92 . 9 ) 

1 4 

TOTAL 

1 3 30 57 

( 3 . 2 ) ( 3 . 3 ) ( 32 . 9 > ( 62 . 6 ) 

91 

- 

1 10 47 

(1.7) (17.2X81.0) 

58 


only while the rest 50 per cent attended school for 21 days 
or more. Among boys of the Other Backward Castes 39.1 per 
cent attended school for 16—20 days during the last month 
while the rest 60.9 per cent attended school for 21 days or 
more. Among the Muslim boys 22.2 per cent attended school for 
16-20 days and 77.8 per cent attended it for 21 days or more. 
Among the boys belonging to the Scheduled Castes - 10.8 per 
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cent attended school for upto 13 days 33.1 per cent for 16-30 
days during the last month and 34.1 per cent attended it for 
21 days or more during the last month. Thus, over four- 
fifths of the Muslim boys were reported as regular (77.8 per 
cent) during the last month followed by those belonging to 
the Other Backward Castes (60.9 per cent). Scheduled Castes 
(54.1 per cent) and General Castes (30.0 per cent). 

Among the girls 15.8 per cent of the General Castes, 
31.3 per cent of the Scheduled Castes, 11.1 per cent of the 
Other Backward. Castes, and 7.1 per cent of Muslims attended 
school for 16 to 20 days during the last month. 6.2 per cent 
of the girls belonging to the Scheduled Castes attended 
school for only 11—15 days during the last month. Thus, 92.9 
per cent of Muslim girls were reported as regular in school 
during the last month followed by the girls belonging to the 
Other Backward Castes (88.9 per cent). General Castes (84.2 
per cent) and the Scheduled Castes (62.5 per cent). 

A f u i'- 1 h e r g u e s I .ion i n r e 1 a tio n t o t h e i. r r e g u 1 a r s t u d e n t s 

V 

was asked to explore about their activities during their 
absence from school. The guest ion was ’what do they do i{ 
they don't attend school?' The analysis of the data has been 
done for irregular boys and girls separately and on caste 
basis. The data is presented in Table 6. 
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Table 6 s CASTE-WISE DISTRIBUTION OF CHILDREN AND 
WHEN THEY DO NOT ATTEND SCHOOL 


THEIR ACTIVITIES 


A c t i v i t i e s Ge n e r a 1 


C cl S t G 

Q . B . C • 


Mas 1 i. m s 


T o t a 1 


Boys Girls Boys Girls t Boys G,i r 1 s Boys Girls Boys Girls 


D o in e s t i e W o r k 


C are o f 
c a 1 t 1 e 

C a r e o F S i b 1 i n g s 


Ag r 1 cal tare Re- 
1 a t e d W o r k 

Engagement in 
R e n j u n e r a t i v e W o r k 


3 

( 100 .. 0 ) 


( 66 „ 7 ) ( 60 * 0 ) 


Does Noth ing , 
Just play 


1 


c. 

< 20 . 0 > 


1 

( 33 . 3 ) 


6 

( 60 . 0 ) 


c'. 

( 40 . 0 ) 


( 100 ) ( 20 . 0 ) 


1 2 4 7 

( 25 . 0 )(U>o.o; ( 20 . O ) ( 87 .. 5 > 


( 10 . 0 ) 


( 50 . O ) 


( 12 . 5 ) 


■10 

( 50 . 0 ) 


1 -- 4 

( 25 . 0 ) ( 20 . 0 ) 


TOTAL 


10 


3 


5 


4 


8 


For a vast majority of the irregular girls ( 87.5 per 
cent) domestic work is the activity in which they remain 
engaged during their absence from school while the rest of 
them ( 12.5 per cent) look after their siblings. Half of the 
irregular boys (50 per cent) remain engaged in agriculture 
related activities while 20 per cent of them remain engaged 
in domestic work and 10 per cent look after their family 



f r oiti s choo 1 


an r.; e 


i rregular boys 


h o wove r 


:ioes nothing and just pla 


o 1 1"} e r c fa i. X d r a n 


enrolment and regularity in attendance in school 


w e p r o fa a d a fa c> u t t fa e c h i I. d r e n wh o 


c o u*t p ]. e t i, n g t h e i r 


The data is presented in Table 7 


SEX -WISE DISTRIBUTION OF CHILDREN WHO DROPPED OUT 
AND WHO WERE NEVER ENROLLED- IN SCHOOL IN THE TEN 
SELECTED VILLAGES 


N o . o f G h i 1 d r e n IM o * o f » C h i 1 d ! r c* n 
D r o p p e d *-* 0 u t N e v e r E n r o 1 1 e d 


T o t a 1 C h i 1 d r e n M o t 
Enrolled at Present 


TOTAL 


0 u t o f t It e t o t a 1 o F 6 4 c h i 1 d r e n i n t fa e 


C h OOlS 


w e r e 


cfaool earlier ; but left it without 


c e n t ) h a d j o i n e d a 


tudies 


completing the i r 


remaining 


children had never been enrolled in a school* The percentage 
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of drop-outs among girls was significantly higher (86.7 per- 
cent) than among boys (68.4 per cent). It further shows that 
a significantly larger percentage of the presently non- 
enrolled boys (31.6 per cent) had never joined a school. The 
percentage of girls in this category was 13.3 only. 

A further analysis of the data for drop outs indicate 
that a higher percentage of boys left their studies in Class 
III (38.4 per cent), followed by Class IV (30.8 per cent), 
while a higher percentage of girls left studies in Class IT. 
(33.3 per cent), followed by Class III (28.2 per cent) and 
Class IV (20.5 per cent). In Table 8 we present data on 
caste-wise and class-wise distribution of drop-outs among 
boys and girls. 

The data regarding drop-outs among boys and girls shows 
that about 15.4 per cent of the_ bay's apd 33.3 per cent of the 
girls left studies in Class II, 38.4 per cent of the boys and 
28.2 per cent of the girls left in Class III, while 30.8 per 
cent boys and 20.5 per cent girls left studies in Class IV. 
Looking at the data we can see that a larger proportion of 
the girls left studies comparatively earlier (in Class II.) 
than the boys (larger proportion left studies in Class III). 
Almost a similar proportion of. boys (17.9 per cent) and girls 
(15.4 per cent) left studies in Class I. Mo child dropped 
out of school in the last year of primary education, i.e. 
C 1 a s s V . 


! I 
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***** a S Snn T ™n^™ A “, CLflSS - UISE DISTRIBUTION OF CHILDREN 
, WHO DROPPED- OU I OF SCHOOL IN TEN SELECTED VILLAGES 


C a s t e 

G 

1 a s s i n 

wh i c h 

D r o p p e d 




i 

ii 

1 1 1 

IV 

V 

Total 

B o v s 







G e n e r a 1 

-• 


.... 

— 



S c h e ci u 1 e d C a s t e a 

H 

2 

3 

H 


9 

0 . B . C . 

( 22 . 2 ) 

( 22 . 2 ) 

( 33 . 3 ) 
2 

( 66 . 7 ) 

( 22 . 2 ) 

1 

( 33 . 3 ) 

■ _ 

( 69 . 2 ) 

3 

( 23.1) 

! v i U 3 1 1 til 3 



• “ 

1 

( 1 00 . 0 ) 

— 

1 

( 7.7) 

TOTAL 

2 

( 15.4) 

2 

( 15.4) 

5 

( 38 . 4 ) 

4 

( 30 . 8 ) 

- 

13 

G A r 1 s 

G e n e r a 1 

1 

( 33 . 3 ) 

- 

1 

( 33 . 3 ) 

1 

(33.3) 


3 

( 7 . 7 ) 

S c: h e d u 1 e d C a s t e s 

5 

(31.3) 

7 

(43.8) 

3 

(IS. 8 > 

1 

( 6.3) 

TO 

16 

(41.0) 

0 . B . C . 

1 

(11. 1 ) 

5 

( 55 . 6 ) 

2 

( 22 . 2 ) 

1 

<11. 1 ) 

- 

9 

( 23 . i ) 

Hus 1 irtis 


1 

( 9.0) 

5 

(45.5) 

5 

( 45 . 5 ) 

— 

1 1 

(28.2) 

TOTAL 

7 

( 1 7 * 9 ) 

13 

( 33 . 3 ) 

1 1 

( 28 . 2 ) 

a 

(20.5) 

.... . . 

39 

IQTAL CHILDREN 

General 

i 

( 33 . 3 ) 

"TO 

1 

( 33 . 3 ) 

1 

(33.3) 

- . . 

3 

( 5.8) 

S c h e d u I e d C a s L e s 

7 

( 28 . 0 ) 

9 

(36.0) 

6 

(24.0) 

3 

( 12.0) 

..... 

25 

(48.1 > 

0 . B . C . 

1 

( 8.3) 

5 

(41.7) 

4 

(33.3) 

2 

( 16.7) 

— 

12 

( 23 . 1 > 

Mus 1 irns 


1 

( 8.3) 

5 

(41.7) 

6 

(50.0) 


12 

( 23 . 1 ) 


9 15 ■ 16 ' i 12 

(17.3) (28.8) (30.8) (23.1) 


TOTAL 


52 
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Caste-wise, none of the boy£ belonging to the General 
Castes had dropped out from school, while 3 girls had left 
their studies incomplete, one each < 33.3 per cent) left in 
Classes I, 111 and IV. Among the Scheduled Castes 9 boys had 
left I- heir studies. Among them 33.3 per cent dropped out in 

' i 

Class III, while 23. 2 per cent each dropped out in Classes I, 


II and 

IV. 

A Hi o n 9 t h a 9 i r 1 s f r o m t h e 

same 

castes 

16 

had 

d r o p p e d 

o u. t , 

43.8 per cent in Class II 

, 3 1 . 3 

pe r 

cent 

i n 

<1 1 a s s I , 

•ia. a 

per cent In Class III and 

t h e r e s t 6 » 3 

p e r 

c e n t 


dropped out in Class IV. 

Among boys belonging to the Other Backward Castes 3 had 
dropped out, 66.7 per cent in Class III, while the rest 33.3 
per cent left in Class IV. Among girls 9 had left their 
studies, 55.6 per cent in Class II, 22 . 2 per cent in Class 
III and 11.1 per cent each in Classes I and IV. 

The only Muslim boy who had left his studies had 
dropped out in Class IV. Among girls 11 had dropped out, 
45.5 per cent each in Classes IV and IV and 9 per cent in 
Class II. 

The reasons as explained by the respondents, for leaving 
the s t u d i e s i n c o m p 1 e t e b y t, h e c h i 1 d r e n i n t heir f a m i 1 i e s a r e 
given in T a b 1 e s 9 and 1 0 . 


I*M.e 2 " CASTE-WISE DISTRIBUTION OF REASONS FOR DROP-OUT 
AMONG BOYS. 


(Multi p 3. e R e s p o n s e s ) 




Cas t e 



Reasons General 

s.c . 

( N-9 ) 

O.B.C. 

( N=3 ) 

Muslims 
( N=1 ) 

Total 
( N-- 13 ) 

Inability to bear 

S c: ti o o 1 e ft e n s e s 

\ i 
3 

( 33.3) 

-- 

1 

( 100,0) ( 

4 

30.8) 

Ear. i n g t o i m p r o v e f a m 
i 1 y " s e c o n o m i c c. o n d i. t i o n 

8 2 
( 88 . 9 ) ( 66 . 7 ) 

1 

( 100.0) 

1 1 

(84.6) 

N o u 1 1 1 i l y o f <:•; c h o o I 
e cl a c a t i. o n 

2 

( 22 . 2 ) 

1 

(33.3) 


3 

( 23 - 1 ) 

C h :i. 1 d * s la <:; k o f I n 1; e r e s t 

1 

(11.1) 

1 

( 33 . 3 ) 

1 

( 100.0) 

3 

( 23 . 1 ) 

1 1 1 n e s s 

- 

1 

(33.3) 

- ' 

1 

( 7.7) 

H a r s h b e ! "i a v i. o u r o f T e a c h e r 

2 

( 22 . 2 ) 

3 

( 100.0) 

- 

5 

( 38 . 4 ) 

I r r e g u 1 a r / U n c o it* in i 1 1 e d 

Teache r 

2 

(22.2) 

2 

( 66 . 7 ) 

«... 

4 

(30.8) 

Wa t e o f t i in e • ** M o p r a p e r 
t e a c: h i. n g i. n s c: I t o o 3. 

1 

(11.1) 


- 

1 

( 7.7) 


The multiple reasons for drop-out reflect the poor- 
economic conditions of the families as 84.6 per cent of the 
respondents informed that the boys were. engaged in earning to 
improve their family's economic condition, while 30.8 per 
cent of the respondents expressed their inability to bear- 
school expenses. There were also some education and school 

V ! I 

r e 1 a t e d r © a s o n s w h i c h f o r c © d t h e fo a y s t o 1 © a v e t h © i r s t u d i e s * 
The education related reasons included 'Child's lacks 
I n t e r e s t v a n d v N o u t i 1 i t y o f S c h o o 1 E d u c a t i on’ ( 23 . 1 pe r c e n t 
© a c h ) . Arii o n g t h e s c h a a 1 r e 1 a t © d r e a s o n s f o r d r o p— out we r e 
* H a r s h b e h a v i o u r o f t e a c h e r s * ( 3 8 « 4 p e r c e n t ) , 9 1 r r © g u 1 a r a n d 

Uncommitted Teachers’ (30.8 per cent) and ’Wo proper teaching 
i n S c h o o 1 * ( 7 . 7 p © r c © n l ) . 

In Table 10 we present the reasons due to which the 
girls belonging to the families of respondents, left their 
s t u d i e s i n c: o rn p 1 e t e . * 

Like the reasons given for leaving the studies 

incomplete by boys the reasons -for dropping-out of schools by 
girl s i n d i c a t. e e c o n o m i c c o m pulsions as a ma j or cause. As far 
as the reasons for dropping-out of' girls, all the respondents 
mentioned ’Household work' while 79.5 per cent mentioned 
'Looking-after siblings' and 53.8 per cent mentioned 

'Inability to bear school expenses’. These reasons 

indicate poor economic conditions of the households, 

irrespective of their caste or religious background. The 

elder ladies in these households go out of their houses to 


wui-k. cuid i n their absence the responsibility of the routine 
household work becomes that of the young school -going age 


g i r 1 s „ 


ladle 10 : CASTE-WISE DISTRIBUTION OF REASONS FOR DROP-OUT 
AMONG GIRLS. 


(Multiple Responses) 


C a s t e 


R e a s o n s 


General S.C . O.B.C . Mus 1 irr.s Total 
( N"~3 ) (N*16) ( N-9 ) ( N=1 1 ) (N=39) 


I n a b i 1 i t y t o b e a r 
S chool e k p e n s e s 


1 13 4 3 21 

(33.3) (81.3) (44.4) (27.3) (53.8) 


Doilies t i <: Work 


L o o k i n g a f t e r S i b 1 i n g s 


3 16 9 11 39 

( 100 . 0 ) ( 100 . 0 ) ( 100 . 0 ) ( 100 . 0 ) ( 100 . 0 ) 

3 13 8 6 31 

(66.7) (93.8) (88.8) (54.5) (79.3) 


0 p p o s .i t i o n i n f a m i 1 y 

over sending of young 3 

girls t o s c h o o 1 ( 1 00 . 0 ) 


(53.6) (18.2) (23.6) 


No lady teachers in 
S c h o o 1 


2 6 . 5 

< 66 . 7 ) ( 37 . 5 ) ( 33 . 6 ) 


(18.2) (38.5) 


Teacher’s indifferent 
a 1 1 i t u d e 


( 18.8) 


3 

( 7.7) 


Harsh behaviour of 
Teacher 


1 6 . .1 

(33.3) (37.5) ( 1 1.1) 


1 9 

( 9.1) (23.1) 


I r r e g u 1 a r /Un comm i 1 1 e d 
T eat: her 


1 6 1 
(33.3) (37.5) (11.1) 


1 9 

( 9 . 1 ) ( 23 . 1 ) 


No ut i 1 i ty of s choo 1 
e ducat i on 


(18. 2 ) ( 5.1) 
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The other important personal reason was. ’Opposition in 
the family over sending a girl to school’, (25.6 per cent).. 

T h e s c h o o 1 r e 1 a t e d r e a s o n s , i n c 1 u d e ' N o 1 a d y t e a c h e r s i n 

i 

s c h o o 1 " < 38 *• 5 p e r c e n t ) ? * Ha r s h b e h a v i. o u r o f t e a c: h e r * ( 23 - 1 

p e r c © n t > ? a n d * 1 r r © g u 1 a r / Un c o mm i 1 t e d t e a c h e rs v ( 23 « 1 p e r 
c e n t ) ? ¥ 1 n d i f f © r e n t a t t i t u d e o f t e a c h © r s * (7. 7 p e r c: © n t ) j 

and, *No utility of Sdiool education’ (3,1 per cent) . 

A s $ t a t e d © a r 1 i. e r a t o t a 1 o f 8 4 c f t i. 1 d r e n < 1 9 b o y s a n d 4 3 
g i r 1 s ) w e r e a t p r e s e n t n o t © n r o lie d i n $ c It o o 1 s « Th e y b e I o n g 
t o 32 o F t h e 1 00 P am 1 1 i e s s e 1 e c te d for i n t ervi e w o f t h e 1 r 
h e a d s - 30 r e s p o n d © n 1 s r © p 1 i © d p o s i t :i. v © 1 y w h i 1 e 2 r e p 1 j. e ci 

n e g a t i v e 1 v w ft e r\ t h e y w e r a s k e d w ft e t ft e r t, h e y ’won 1 d 1 i. k e t o 
s e n d t f’i e i r n o n - s c h o o I g d i n g c l*» i 1 d r e n to sc h o o 1 a n d s © e t h a t 
l i e / s f t e c o rn p 1 e t e s s t u d i. e <•:> ? " 

T f't e n e x t q u e s t i a r\ t h a t w a s a s k e d r e 1 a t e d to t h e 
c o n d i t i o n <:> u n d e r w 1 1 1 c I t i t w o u 1 d b e p o s s i b 1 e f o r t h © m t o ( a ) 

e n r o 1 t f t e i. r n o n s c I t o o 1 g o 1 n g c f t i. 1 d r e r\ ? ( b ) s e e t f t a t 

k* e g u 3, a r i % y o P t f t © i r h i 1 d r © n :i. s ma i n t a i n © d i n a 1 1 © n d i n g t h e 
<i> c: f*t o o 3. ? a n d ( c ) s e e t I t a t t h e c h i 3. d r e t ^ c o m p 1 © t e t h © i r s c f t o o 3. 
e d u c a t i o n .. T h © i r c o n d i t i o n s a r e p r © s © n t e d i n Ta b 1 e "1 1 « 

T h e s i g n 1 f i c a rt t c o n d i t i. o n s m enti o n e d by the res p o n d e n t s 
■For the enrolment of their non-school going children were s 
(i) Free supply of books, stationery, uniform and stipend to 
a 1 1 c ; h i 1 d r e n b e 1 o n g i n g t o t h © p oor f am i 1 i e s (50„ 0 p e r c © n t ) jf 
(it) school must have some lady teachers (32 per cent); (iix) 
s e pa r a t e s c h o o 1 t o r g i r 1 s ( 1 2-0 per cent)? ( i v ) i n t r o d u c e 
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Table ±1. s RESPONDENTS’ CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH EDUCATION OF 
THEIR CHILDREN WOULD BE POSSIBLE 


(Multiple Responses) 


C o n d i t» i o n s F a r 

En ro linen t 
( N«50 ) 

FI egularity C o m p 1 e 1 1 n g 
i n A 1 1 e n d -- E d u c a t i o n 
ance (M=50)(N=50) 

S c h o o 1 a t c: o n v e n i e n t d i s t a n c: e 

F r e e s u p p 1 y o f b o o k s , s t a t i. o 

n e r y & u n i F a r rn a n d s t i. p e n d t o 
c 1 "i i. 1 d r e n o f p o o r f a m ill e s 

3„ 

( 6.0) 

25 

( 50 . 0 ) 

16 

( 32 . 0 ) 

1 

( 2.0) 

D e d i c a t e d a n d R e g u 1 a r T e a c h e r s / 

A d e q u a t e fo e h a v i o u r o f T e a c h e r s / 

T e a c h e r s w i. t 1 t g o o d rn a n n e r s 

< » 

4 

( 8.0) 

1 

7 

(14.0) 

8 

(16.0) 

School must have some lady 

T e a c; h e r s 

16 

( 32 . 0 ) 

9 

( 18.0) 

2 

( 4.0) 

E d u c a t i o n m u s t I"? a v e s o m e p r a c: t - 

c a 1 u t i 1 i. t y / 1 e c h n i c; a 1 e d u c: a t 1 o n 

a n d hi o ii! e 8 c i. e n c e f o r g i r 1 s 

- 

8 

( 1 6 . 0 ) 

36 

< 72 . 0 ) 

S c h o o 1 t i rri i n g <51 h o 1 i. d ay p a 1 1 e r it 
s h o u 1 d it! a t c I"! t It e r o u t i. n e 1 i F e 
in village V 

2 

(4.0) 

9 

(18.0) 

3 

( 6.0) 

I n t r o d u c e p 1 a y w a y m e t h o d o F t e a 

c h i. n g i n e a r 1 y c 1 a s s e s / 1 e a c: h i. n g 
t I t i" o u g 1 1 r e c r* e a t :i. o n a 1 a c t i v i t i e s 

5 

( 10.0) 

3 

( 6 . 0 ) 

2 

( 4.0) 

S e pa r a t e S c It o o 1 F o r g :i. r 1 s 

6 ; 
( 12.0) 

9 

( 1 8 .. 0 ) 

8 

( -1 6.0) 

Fa c i 1 i t y o F 1 e a r n i n g U t* d u / A v a- 
i 1. a b i 1 i t y o F U r d u T e a c h e r s 

4 

( 8.0) 

5 

(10.0) 

6 

(12.0) 


pi ay-way 

met hod of 

t e a c h i n g 

in early classes, 

X e a c h i n g 

th rough 

re c real i onal 

a c t i v i t i e s 

(10 per cent)? (v) 

adeq uate r 

r e g u 1 a r 

and dedi cat ed 

t e a c It e r s 

(8 per cent) and (vi) 

fac i 1 i ty 


of learning Urdu (8 per cent). Thus, among the major 
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conditions expressed by the respondents one related to their 
weak economic condition for which they demanded free supply 
of learning material as well as uniform for school going 
c 1 1 j. 1 d r e n ? f o u r c o n d i t i o n s r elated t, o t h e s chool , i . e . s choo 1 
must have lady teachers, pi ay -way method of teaching in early 
c 1 a s s e s , a d e q u a t e , re g u 1 a r a n d d e d i. c a. t e d t e a c h e r s a n d 
f a c i. 1 i 't y o f 1 e a r n i n g U r d u , t h e rest o n e c: o n d i t i o n r e 1 a t e d t o 
the policy with regard to the primary education, i.e. 
separate school for girls. 

As for maintaining regularity in attendance the major 
conditions expressed by the respondents included ' (i) free 

supply of learning material, uniform and stipend to children 
of poor families (3H.0 per cent)? (ii) school must have lady 
teachers (18.0 per cent)? (iii) school timings and holiday 
pattern should match routine life in the village <18 per 
cent)? (iv> separate school for girl?- (18.0 per cent)? (v) 

t I I 

e d u c a t i o n m u s t h a v e }::* r a c t i. c a 1 u t i 1 i t y r t e c h n i c a 1 e d u c a t i o n 
an d s u b j e c: t o F H o rn e S c i e n c e f o r g i r Is (16 p e r ce n t ) ; ( vi ) 

a d e q u a t e r e g u 1 a r a n d d e d i c a t e d t e a c h e r: s ( 1 4 « 0 p e r c: e n t ) ; a n d y 
( v i l ) F a c j. 1 x t y o f 1 e a r n i n g U r d u (10-0 p e r ce n t > • F o r 
regularity :i.n attendance there were two additions to the 
c o n d *i. t i. o ix s n» e n t i o n e d f o r e n r o 1 rn e n t, i . e . 1 8 p e r c e n t o F t h e 

r e % j> o n d e yi t s w a r> t e d t !”» e c h o oj. t i jt» i n g s a n d h o 1 i d a y p a 1 1 e r n t o 

i 

coincide the routine life in the villages and another 16 per 
c e n t w a n t e d e d u c a t i on t a h av-e practical (it i 1 x t y ( t e c h n i c a 1 
education and Home Science for girls). The percentage of 
those demanding facility of teaching of Urdu also increased 


from 8.0 per cent in connection with enrolment to 10 per- 
cent with regard to regularity in attendance,, 

T h e in o s t i i n p a r t a n t c o n d i t i o n t h a t m a y rn a k e i t p o s s i b 1 e 
f or t h e rn t o s e e t h a t t h e i. r c h i, 1 d ren - c o rn p let© s t u d i e s w a s t h a t 
t h e e d u c a t i o n m u s t h a v e s o rn e p r a c t i c a 1 u t i 1 i t y / 1 e c h n i c a i 
education and home science courses for girls . This condition 
was emphasized by 72.0 per cent of the respondents followed 
by 16.0 per cent each saying that the teachers must be 
d e d i c a t e d a n d r e g u 1 a r a n d t I t e r e s It o u 1 d b e s e {::»a r a t e s c h o o 1 f o r 
girls while 12.0 per cent of the? interviewees also mentioned 
t h e f a c i 1 i t y o f 1 e a r n i n g U r d u a s a c o n d i t i o n . 

T I t e n e x t q u e s t i o n p u t t o t i‘i e r e s p a n d e n 15 w a s t h a t * Is any 
of your school going chi Id/ girl getting any assistance from 
school?* Out of the 149 children enrolled in school 96.6 per 
e e n t w e r e r e p o r t e d 1 y g e 1 1 i n g s o in e a s s i. s t a n c e w h i 1 e 3 - 4 p e r 
c e n t w e r e n o t b e c: a u s e t I t e y w e r e e n r o 1 1 e d 'i n p r i v a t e s c h o o 1 s . 
T l *i e r e s p o n d e n t s i d e n t i f i e d t w o k i n d s o f a s s i s t a n c e t h a t 1 h e i r 
children were getting s the children studying in Junior Basic 
School (96.6 per cent) were getting nice Q 3 kgs- per head 
pe r month - 

A n o t It e r a s s i s t a n c e t h a t 37.6 p e r c e n t o f t h e s t u d e n t s 

w e r e g e 1 1 i n g wa s t It e s t i p e n d S) R s - 1 2 . 00 p e r m o n t h - A 1 1 t h e 

c: h i 1 d r e n b e 1 o n g i n g t o t h e S c h e d u led C a s t e s s t u d y i n g in J u n i o r 
B a s i c S c h o o 1 s w e r e g e 1 1 i n g t h e s t i p e n d w h i 1 e 8-6 p e r c e n t a f 

X h e c h i. 1 d r e n b e 1 a n g j. n g t o t h e 0 1 h e r B a c k w a r d C a s t e s w e r e a 1 s o 

'i 

q e 1 1 i n g t ft i s a s s i s t a n c e - W o li u s 1 i m c h i Id w a s g e 1 1 i n g 


t h i s 


I I 
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stipend in the sample households. The data is presented 
Table 12. 


Table 12 : CASTE-WISE DISTRIBUTION OF SCHOOL GOING CHILDREN 
GETTING ASSISTANCE FROM THEIR SCHOOL IN THE TEN 
SELECTED VILLAGES ■ 


( M u 1 1 'i. p 1 e R e s p o n sea ) 


Ty p e o f A s s i % t an c: e 

C a s t e 

General S.C. O.B.C. 

M u s 3, i rri s 

T o t a 1 

S t i p e n d ( R $ » 1 2 p n * ) 

53 3 


56 

(37.6) 

3 K g «» .. R i c e p « u*» „ 

23 53 30 

38 

144 
( 96 . 9 ) 

N o n e ( S t u d y i n g i n 

P r i v a t e S c h o o 1 s ) 

2 

3 

5 

( 3.4) 


Note 


A total of 149 children were reportedly 
the respondents. Out of them 5 were 
p r i v a t e s c h o o 1 s . T h e y were, therefore, 
s t i p e n d o r r ice. 


enrolled by 
studying in 
not g e 1 1 i n g 


St r«Bti on Education of* Son/Daughter 

The respondents were enquired about their attitude 
towards the schooling of their sons and daughters by asking 
"on whose schooling you put more stress?" The options to 
this question were "on daughters" -school ing/sons " /both . “ 

About half of the respondents (31.0 per cent) stressed^ 
cm the schooling of sons alone' while' 18 per cent stressed on 
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the schooling of their sons and daughters both- 16 per cent 
of the respondents stressed on the schooling of daughters 
alone- A significant proportion of the sample (15.0 per 
cent) added a. new option "None’ which reflects their 
a p a t h e t i c a 1 1 i t u d e t o w a r d s 1 h e e d u c a t i o n' s y s t e m i t s e 1 f , w h i c h 
they probably do not consider useful for their present socio— 
& c o n o iti :i. c c o n d i t i o n s - 




T h e c a s t e -• wise d i s t r i b u t i o n o f res p o n s e s a r e p r e s e n t e d 
in Table 13- 


Table 13 s CASTE-WISE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES STRESSING 
SC I- 10 01.... I MG OF C H I L DR EIM 






SB 


r I ! 

T h e c a $ t e w i s e ci i s t r i b u t i o n o f r e s p o n s e s i n d i. c a t e t h a t 

53.6 per cent of the Scheduled Castes, 65 per cent of the 

0 1 h e r B a c k w a r d C a s t e s , 5 7 „ 7 p e r c e n t o f t h e li u s 1 i rr* s a n d o n 1 y 
7 . 7 p e r c: e n t o f t h e Q e n e r a 1 C a stes s t r e s s e d o n t h e s c h o o 1 i n g 
a f t h e i r s o n s o n 1 y « O n t h e o t h e r h a n d . 6 1 . 5 p e r c e n t o f t h e 
r e s p o n d e n t s b e 1 o n g i n g t o 1 I 1 e G e n e r a 1 C a s t e s f o 1 1 o w e d b y o n 1 y 
1 2 . Z per cent of the Scheduled Castes, 7.7 per* cent of 
li u s 1 i tv* s a n d 5 . 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e 0 1 h e r B a c k w a r d C a s t e s 
s t r e s s e d o n 1 h e s c 1 1 o o 1 i. n g o f t h e i r* d a a g h t e r s a 3. o n e . M e a r 1 y 
o n e "*** f o u r 1 h o f t h e g e n e r a 1 c: a s t e ( 23 . 1 p e r cent), 3 4 . 6 p e r 
c e n t o f li u s 1 i m s , * 1 5 . 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e 0 1 h e r B a c k w a r d C a s t e if} 

and only 7.3 per cent of the Scheduled Castes respondents 

it* a i n t a i n e d t h a t t 1 1 e y p u t e q u a J. s t r e r : ; s o n t !"* e s i i o o 1 i n g o f 

sons and daughters both. A significant response from 26.8 

p e r «:: e n t o f l h e S c l”i e d u 1 e d C a s t e y 15.0 p e r c e n t o f t h e 0 1 h e r 

Backward Castes and 7.7 per cent of the General Castes was 
t h a t t h e y d o n o t s t r e s s o n 1 1 > a s c h o o 1 i n g o f e i t h e r da u g h t e r 
or sons. No Muslim respondent ex pressed such a view. 

A s itj e n t i, o n e d e a r 1 i e r 6 9 . 0 p e r* c e n t o f t h e r e s p o n dent s 
h a d s t r e s s e d o ri t h e s c h o o 1 i n g o f e i. t h e r t h e i r s o n s a 1 o n e o r 
<•*, o n s a n d d a u g I *» t e r s b o t h - F r* o rr» t h e m , w e e n q u i r e d a b o u t t { *i e 
r* e a s o n s f o r* t l i e i. r s t r e s s o n s c l i o o 1 i n g o f s o n s . I n T a b 1 e *1 4 

w e p r e s e n t t l"i e s a m e .. 


Table 14 
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* CASTE-WISE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS AND THEIR 
REASONS FOR STRESSING SCHOOLING OF THEIR SONS 

< M u 1 1 i p 1 e R e sponses) 


Reas o ns 

*~** ***** ***** ***** 7 

G e n e r a 1 
( N-4 ) 

s . c . 

( N- 25 ) 

C a s t e 

0 . B . C . 
(N-16) 

Mas 1 iins 
( N«24 ) 

T a t a 1 
( N=69 ) 

H e j. s t a b a r n 1 1 i s b r e a d 

4 

£5 

15 

24 

68 


( •100.0) ( 100.0) 

( 93.8) 

( 100.0) ( 

98 . 6 ) 

He has to add to 

4 

24 

16 

24 

68 

F am i I y * s 1 n c o rt t e 

( 1 00 . 0 ) ( 

96 . 0 ) 

( 100.0) 

( 100.0) ( 

98 . 6 ) 

1**1 e h a s t o iti a i n t a i n 

..... 

9 

4 

8 

21 

j;;» a r e n t s i n o 1 d a g e 


( 36 . 0 ) 

(25.0) 

(33.3) 

( 30 . 4 ) 

H ;i. s e d u c a t i o n e n h a n c e s 

3 'i 

•18 

14 

16 

51 

s t a t u s o -f t h e f a rri j. 1 y 

( 75 . 0 ) 

(72.0) 

( 87 . 5 ) 

( 66 . 7 ) 

( 73 . 9 ) 

C o iti rn u n i t y r g i v e p r i m e 






i n’t p o r t an c: e t o 9 o n s * 

1 

2 

6 

6 

15 

E d a o a t i. o n 

( 25 . 0 > 

< 8.0) 

(37.5) 

( 25 .. 0 > 

( 2 1 . 7 ) 

Mo da ugh t e r 


8 

4 

6 

18 



( 32 . 0 ) 

( 25 . 0 ) 

( 25 . 0 ) 

( 26 . 1 > 


The stress on schooling of sons was due to the fact that 
they were considered bread earners for the family as well as 
f o r t h e m s e 1 v e s „ A 1 1 n o s t a 1 1 t h e r e s p o n d e n t s (98.6 p e r c e n t ) 
stressed the education of sons because they felt that ex son 
must earn his own bread and that his income will add to the 
family's income. About three-fourths (73.9 per cent) of the 
r e s p o n d e n t s f e 1 1 t h a t a s o n ' s e d u c a t i a n e n h artce s t h e s t a t u s 
of the family. While 30.4 per cent of the respondents 


w o u 1 d in a :i. ritai n t h e m i n t h e i r o 1 d a g e 


b el ie v e d t, h a t t, h e :i. r s o n s 

whi l© one fifth of the respondents (HI. 7 per cent) said that 

they stress on the education of sons as the community gives 
prime importance to their education. About one-fourth (H6.1 
per cent) of the respondents stressed on their sons’ 
education because they had no daughters. 

We found no significant caste-wise differences in most 
important reasons for the stress on son's schooling as the 


respondents belonging to different castes s 
e q u a 1 p r o p o r t i o n o n t h e e cl u c a t, i o n o f sons 
h a s t o e a r n h i s b r e a d ? a n d , ( i i ) h e 'ha s 

f am i 1 y ’ s i n c: o m e . A s r e g a r cl s r e a s o n s , 


t r e s s 

ed almost 

in 

be cam 

a e « ( i ) 

h e 

to 

a d d L 0 

t h 0 


it i b r e r e s p o n d e n t s 


belonging to the Other Backward Castes <87.5 per cent) than 
to the General Castes (75.0 per, cent) r Scheduled Castes <72.0 
per cent) and Muslims <66.7 per cent) felt the education of 
sons enhances status of the family. A higher proportion of 


respondents belonging to the Scheduled Castes <36.0 per cent) 
than Muslims (33.3 per cent) and Other Backward Castes (H5.0 


per cent) felt that the son has to maintain parents during 
their old age. 

As 5 "1 per cent of the ‘ respondents had stressed on 
schooling of sons only. They were, therefore, asked about 
the reasons for not stressing on the schooling of their 


daughte r s 
r e s pons e s 
c; e n t, 0 f 
a r r an g i n g 


as well. In Table 15 we present their multi 
in this regard. It was found that nearly 59 
the respondents thought that the responsibility 
the means of livelihood rests on the husband 


p 1 e 


per 


•f o r 


and 
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the daughters have to depend on their spouses for all 
requirements. Next, 53.0 per cent of the respondents also 

supported the above explanation by saying that "Marriage 
the -be-all and, end-all' in daughter’s life." This, 

however, indicates that the parents consider marriage of 
their daughters as the sole aim and that marriage is treated 
as a culmination of a daughter’s career. 


Table. 15 


CASTE-WISE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS AND THEIR 
REASONS FOR NOT STRESSING ON SCHOOLING 01- HE 1 K 

DAUGHTERS 

(Multiple Responses) 


Reasons 


Castes 


General 8 .C. O.B.C. Muslims Total 
<N*1> ( N—22 ) <N=13> ( N— 1 -> 


•ji- 


ff i 10 8 8 3 ,,r 

e n d-a 1 1 i n daug h t e r ’ s 1 i f e ( 1 00 .OH 45 . 5 > (81.5) ( -> 3 * 3 ) ( “ ? ' 

... 13 a a 30 

Dauqher depends on her nw 5 «?'l) (61.5) (53.3) (58.8) 

spouse for her livelihood ( 100 . 0 ) (a H 1 ? 

' 5 

( 9.8) 


( 22 . 7 ) 


Difficult to digest contents 
of education 

TxtiYi: «o.o, :<36% <3b! s , < t: 7 . «*&> 


A suitable match for educa- 
ted daughter is problematic 

No daughter 


1 


4 


( 4.5) (15.4) ( 6.7) ( 7.8) 


8 


6 


18 


//•*»/ n \ / O \ ( A O _ O ) C 33 * v.i ^ 


«-M = Respondents who 


stressed on schooling of 


s o n s 


o n 1 y . 


A b a u t 3 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e r e s p o n d e n t s m a i n t a i n e d t h a t a 
da u g h t e r 9 s ed u c; a t i o n d o e s n o t e n h a n c e t h e s t a t u s o f t h e 
f a n*s i 1 y w h i 1 e a b o u l 3 5 p e r c e n t d i d n o t s t r e s s o n t h e 

d a u g h ters e d u c a t i o n a s t h e y h a d n o d a u g h t e r s . 3 o m e o f t h e 

r e s p o n d e n t s < 9 « 8 p e r c: e n t ) f o u n d i t d i f f i c u 1 1 f o r d a u g h t e r s 
to digest the contents of education while some (7-8 per cent) 
s a :t d t I s a t f i n d i n g a s u i. t a b 1 e rn a t c h f o r a n e d u c a t e d d a u g h t e r 

w a s p r o b 1 e m a t i. c: - C a s t e w i. s e * w e o b s e r v e s o fit e v a r i a t i o n s i n 

the importance of certain reasons for not stressing on the 
s c: h o o 1 i n g o f 1 h e i. r d a u g h t e r s - F o r e x arn p 1 e ? w e *P i. n d t h a t 6 *1 - 3 
p e r c e n t o f t h e r e s p o n d e n t s o f t In e 0 1 h e r B a c l< w a r d C a s t e s f e 1 1 

t h a t 9 n*t a r r 1 a g e i. s t h e b e a 1 1 a n d e n d ~ a 1 1 i. n d a u g h t e r s 1 i. f e - 9 

In comparison, 33-3 per cent of Muslims and 43-3 per cent of 
the Scheduled Castes mentioned this reason- Again, E2*7 per 
cent o f t U e 8 c h e d u ]. e d C a s t e s o b s e r v e d t l”i a t it w a s d i f f i c u 1 1 
•P o r d a u g is t e r s t o d i. g e s t c o n t e n t s of e d u c: a t i. o n w t's i 1 e n o 
r e si p o n d e n t f r o rn o t h e r c a <:•> t e s in e n t i o n ed it - T h e d a u g In t e r s 9 

e d u c; a t i. o n d o e s n o t a d d t o t In e s t a t u s o f t ii e f a rn i 1 y w a s 

its e n t i o rn e d by 3 8 - 5 p e r c e r) 1 o P t h e 0 1 In e r B a c l<: w a r d C a s t e s , 6 « 4 

p e r c e n t, o f t In e 9 c In e d u 1 e d C a s t e s a n d o n 1 y 6-7 p e r c e n t o f 

M u <•> 1 i. rn r e ii; p o n d e n t - 

Only 16 per cent of the respondents stressed on the 
s c In o o 1 i n g o f d a u g h t e r s a 1 o n e w I s i 1 e 1 8 ( p e r* c e n t h a d. m a i n t a i n e d 
equal emphasis on the schooling of sons and daughters both- 
T h u s 7 3 4 p e r c e n t o f t h e s a m p 1 e s t r e s s e d o n t h e s c h o c> 1 i n g o f 

da u g In t e r s - 1 n T a b 1 e 1 6 w e p r e s e n t the cast e - w i s e 
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d i s t r i b u t i c> n o f r e s p o n d e n T. s w i t h t h e i r r e a s o n s f o r g j. v j. n g 
i m p o r t a n c e t a d a u g t"i t e r ’ s educ a t, ion. 


Table. 16 s CASTE WISE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS AND THEIR 

REASONS FOR IMPORTANCE TO DAUGHTER'S EDUCATION 


( M u 1 1 i p 1 e R e s p o n se s ) 





C a s t e 



Reas o ns 

G e n . S . C . 

( IM= 1 1 ) < N=8 ) 

0 . B . C . 

( N®4 ) 

Mus 1 i ms 
( N- 1 1 ) 

Total 
( N— 34' ) 

d u c a l e d g i r 1 s r e ma i n s e 1 f •- 
r e X i a n t a n d c; o n P i. d e n t 

10 

(90.9) 

7 4 11 

(87.5) ( 100.0) ( 100.0) 

32 

(94. 1 ) 

1 n c r e a ir» e s e in p i. o y in e n t o p p o r 
t un i t i. e s 

10 

( 90 . 9 ) 

6 4 1 1 

(75.0) ( 100.0) ( 100.0) 

O -1 

O 1 

( 9 1 . 2 ) 

L e s s e r a in o u n t o f d a w r y f o r 
educated g i r 1 

5 

( 45 .5 ) 

2. 

( 25 . 0 ) 

1 

( 25 . 0 ) 

2 

(IS. 2 ) 

10 

( 29 . 4 ) 

E n a u r* e e d u c a t i o n f o r 
f u. r t li e r g e n e r a t i o n s 

5 

( 45 . 5 ) 

4 

(50.0) 

3 

(75.0) 

8 

( 72 . 7 ) 

20 

(58.8) 

E d u c a l i o n o P g i r 1 c a n i rn p K' - 
o v e s o c i. a 1 s t a t u s o f f a r n i. X y 

..... 

~~ 

— 

1 

( 9.1) 

1 

( 2.9) 

E d e a t i o n in a l<: e s g :i. r X s c: o n - 

s c i a u o f t h e i. r 1 e g a X r i. g h t s 

i n t X» e s o c: :i. e t y 

1 

( 9 . 1 ) 

2 

( 25 . 0 ) 

1 

( 23 - 0 ) 

1 

( 9 . "I > 

5 

( 1 4 . 7 ) 

1 1 p r e p a r e t h e rr« f o r d e c X s i o n 
in a k i n q i n a 1 X wa 1 k s o P X :i. P 0 

1 

( 9 . 1 ) 

4 

( 50 . 0 ) 

3 

( 75 . 0 ) 

3 

< 45 . 5 > 

13 

( 38 2 ) 

No Son 

7 

( 63 . 6 ) 

4 

(50.0) 

-- 

3 

( 27 . 3 ) 

1 4 

<41 .2) 


The Table 16 shows that almost all the respondents (94.1 
per cent) felt that education makes girls self-reliant and 

confident? 91.2 per cent felt it increase® employment 

opportunities for them; 58. S per cent maintained that it 
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ensures education for further generations; and 29.4 per cent 
stressed on their education because they believed that 
amount of dowry will be lessoned for and educated girls. Over 
one— third (38.2. per cent) of the respondents also felt that 
e d u c a t i o n p r e p a r e s t h e g i r Is f o r dec i i b n m a k j. n g i n a 1 1 wa 1 k s 
of life while 14.7 per cent thought that education makes 
girls conscious of their legal rights in the society. A 
sizeable proportion of the respondents (41.2 per cent) 
stressed on the education of daughters as they had no sons. 

C a s t e -••• wise, all th e r e s p o n d e n t s b elon g i n g t o t h e 0 1 h e r 
Backward Castes and Muslims, 90.9 per cent of the General 

' i '' 

C a s t e s a n d 8 7 . 5 p e r c. e n t o f t h e S c h e d u 1 e d Castes rn a i n t a i n e d 
that an e ducat ted girl remains self-reliant and confident. 
A 11 1 1 1 e r e s p o ndent s o f 0 1 h e r B a c k ward Castes an d Musi i ms, 

90.9 per cent of the General Castes and 75 per cent of the 
8 c h e d u 1 e d C a s t e s s a i d t h a t e d ucation incr e a s e s e m ploy m e n t 
opportunities for a girl while 75 per cent of the OBC , 72 . 7 

per cent of the Muslims, 50 per cent of the Scheduled Castes 
and 45.5 per cent of the General Castes believed education of 
a girl ensures education for future generations; 75.0 per 
cent of the Other Backward Castes, 50.0 per cent of the 
S c h e d u 1 e d C a s t e s , 4 5 . 5 p e r cent of M us 1 i m s s aid i t p r e p a r e s 

them for decision making in all walks of life such as in the 
family, pan chav at s and legislatures. Nearly half of the resp- 
o n d e n t s o f G e n & r a 1 C a s t e s (45.5 per cent), 25.0 per c e n t o f 
each of the Scheduled Castes and Other Backward Castes and 
•18.2 per cent of Muslims expected the burden of dowry will be 
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lessened if daughters are educated . However, 63.6 per cent 
of the General Castes, 50 per cent of the Scheduled Castes 
and 27.3 per cent of Muslim respondents stressed the 
education of daughters as they had no sons. 


Do®±r« -For Chang® in Present 
Education System 

The respondents were asked whether they wanted any 
change to be brought about in the present education system of 

r I I 

t h e s c h o o 1 - F a u r -** f i f t h s o f t h e rr» r e p lied p o s itively » All 

t h o s e b e 1 o n g :i. n g t o t h e G e n e r a 1 C a s t e s y 80 8 p e r c e n t o f t h e 

M u s 1 i. rri s y 7 !;> * 6 p e r c: e n t o *f t h e S c h e d u 1 e d C a stes an d 75 per 

e e n t o f t h e 0 t h e r B a c k w a r d C a s t e s w a n l e d a e h a n g e :i. n t h e 

E d u c a t i. o n % v s t e m ( T a b 1 e 1 7 ) - 

Table 17 : CASTE-- WISE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS DESIRING 
CHANGE. IN THE PRESENT EDUCATION SYSTEM 


C a s L e 


Des 1 r e change 


Y e s' Mo T o t a 1 


G e n e r a 1 

13(100.0) 

- 

13 

S c !**i e d u 1 e d G a s t e s 

31(75.6) 

10(24.4) 

41 

0 1 h e r B a c k ward C a s t es 

15(75.0) 

5(25.0) 

20 

M u s 1 i in s 

21(80.8) 

5(19.2) 

26 


80 ( 80 * 0 ) 20 ( 20 « 0 » 


TOTAL 


1 00 


63 


Those desiring change in the present, education system 
were probed further and asked to specify the changes they 
desire. Their multiple responses are presented in Table IS. 
The table shows that 46.3 per cent of respondents wanted 
education to have practical utility so that it helps them in 
their occupations, 20.0 per cent wanted that education should 
be Imparted through recreation and play-way method so that 
study does not remain monotonous, 18.8 per cent wanted 
education system to emphasize on practical education rather 
than only book knowledge while 13 per cent felt vocational 
and technical education was more important and necessary. 


,- r ~ * i r r%r- nTCTDi'PirnriM OF RESPONDENTS DESIRING 
^ “ ‘ SSfwB ^CHANGES IN THE PRESENT EDUCA- 

tion system 

(Multiple Responses) 


Caste 


„ . . r ._ „o r O.B.C. Muslims Total 

Type of Change Desired <Na ,} 3) < N = 3 i ) (N=15> <N»21> <N=80> 


E d u c a t i o n m ust h a v e p r a c t, i - 
cal. utility 

Em p h a s i s o n p r a c T, i. c a 1 t h a n 
only bookish education 


and Play 

Vocational and lechnical 
Education 


7 

( 5'3 . 8 ) 

17 

(54.8) 

3 

(20.0) 

10 

(47.6) 

37 

(46.3) 

1 

(7.7) 

3 

(16.1) 

6 

(40.0) 

3 

(14.3) 

13. 

(18.8) 

4 

(30.7) 

5 

(16.1) 

2 

(13.3) 

5 

(23.8) 

1 6 

(20.0) 

1 

( 7.7) 

4 

( 12.9) 

4 

( 26 . 7 ) 

3 

(14.3) 

12 

( 15.0) 
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Thus, it ..mo a majority of the respondents desiring 
change in the present education system had in their mind that 
th e existing system of 'education through books' is of littie 
use and, therefore, most of their replies centred around the 
, dM that it should be practical in nature and have utility 
iB the occupations of their children. It seems they «r. 
seriously concerned about their poor economic conditions and, 
therefore , wanted immediate return from the education 
ignoring the fact that education upto only primary level has 

very little scope for it. 

Caste-wise analysis shows that a larger percentage of 

tn rroneral Castes, Scheduled Castes and 
respondents belonging to General 

■ + r -At education must have practical util ’, y 

Muslims desired that eaucaui 

t „i thrnuah recreation and play. On 
and that it must be imparted through rcc 

v , -i lwr percentage of Other Backward Castes 
the other hand, a larger pt 

. . t n oinnhAsi ze practical education 
respondents wanted education to empha..i^ r 

rather than bookish knowledge. 

Tho next guest ion related to the earlier one was 'do you 
wan t any change to be brought about in the present 
curriculum?' Out of a total of 100 respondents 54 replie 
positively. Caste-wise, they included 61.5 per cent of the 
General Castes', 44 per cent of the Scheduled Castes, 50 per 
cent of the Other Backward Castes, and, 69 per cent 

Muslims (Table 19). 
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Table 19 


CASTE-WISE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS DESIRING 
CHANGES IN THE PRESEN1 CURRICULUM 

(Multiple Responses) 


Curriculum should 
include topics related to 


Caste 

Gdn. S . t . O.B.C. Muslims 
<N=S) ( N— 18 > ( N- 1 0 ) <N-18) 


Total 
( N— 54) 


Nationalism & Heroes of 
- f 0 0 ci o rn Move tti e n t 

Knowledge about new machines 
seeds, -Fertilizers & pesti- 
cides for agriculture 

A dm i n i s t r a t i v e F un c t i o n i n g 
a t d i f f e r e n t, 1 e v e 1 s 

Gene r al know 1 edge /New 
S c i e n t i f i c I n v e n t i o n s 

H e a 1 1 h C a r e p r o g r amm e s 


Teaching of Urdu 


2 3 

(25.0) ( 37 . 5 ) 


< 25 . 0 ) 


2 

< 20 . 0 ) 


( 20 . 0 ) 


2 

(11.1) 


6> 

( 33 . 3 ) 


4 

( 22 . 2 ) 


4 

(50.0) 


P 1 a c e s o f p i 1 *3 r i mag e o I 
different religions 

Festivals of different 
Communities and Stales 


2 

( 25 . 0 ) 


2 

( 20 . 0 ) 


7 1 5 1 0 

(87.5) (S3 .3) ( 100 .0) 


10 

( 55 . 6 ) 
8 

(44.4) 

15 

(83.3) 


5 

( 9.3) 


6 

(11.1) 


( 3.7) 
10 

( 18.5) 
4 

( 7.4) 
10 

( 18.5) 
12 

( 22 . 2 ) 
47 

(87.0) 


They were asked to specify the changes that they wanted 

t A m n r 0 


ho made in the curriculum. Most of them 


than one change 
wanted that the 


Table 19 shows that 87 pet cent of them 
curriculum should include chapters on 


festivals of different communities and states; about 22 per- 
cent suggested chapters on places of pilgrimage of different 
religions; and 18-5 per cent each suggested chapters on 
general knowledge/new scientific inventions and teaching of 
Urdu- About 11 per cent felt that chapters imparting know- 
ledge about new machines, seeds, fertilizers and pesticides 
for agriculture would be useful- About 9 per cent felt that 
chapiters on Nationalism and Heroes of freedom movement should 
be included while another 7.4 per cent felt chapters on 
health care programmes should be included. 

Caste— wise variations in the responses suggesting 
modifications in the curriculum by Including topics/subjects 
in the courses of studies indicate that 87.5 per cent of the 
higher castes wanted inclusion of ^chapters relating to 
different festivals and states, 50.0 per cent wanted chapters 
on health programmes while 25 per cent each wanted chapters 
on Nationalism and Heroes of freedom movement, knowledge of 
new machines, seeds, fertilizers and pesticides, and places 
of pilgrimage of different religions. Among the Scheduled 
Castes 83.3 per cent wanted inclusion of chapters on 
festivals of different communities and states, 37.5 per cent 

i 

wanted chapters on nationalism and Heroes of freedom movement 
while 33.3 per cent desired chapters relating to general 
knowledge/new scientific inventions. All the respondents from 
the Other Backward Castes wanted chapters on festivals of 
different communities and states while 20 per cent each 
wanted inclusion of chapters on places of pi 1 g r image , 
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administration in general at different levels and about new 
seeds, machines, fertilizers and pesticides . Among Muslims 
S3. 3 per cent wanted inclusion of Chapters on festivals of 
different communities and states; 35.6 per cent wanted Urdu 
should also be taught; 44.4 per cent wanted chapters on 
places of pilgrimage; 22.3 per cent wanted chapters relating 
to general knowledge; and, 11.1 per cent wanted chapters on 
new machines, seeds, fertilizers and pesticides for 
a g riculture. 


Di® * i r- ® -For Social Support 
•For Girl®® Education 

The respondents were asked 'do you. want any change to be 
brought about in the society which will encourage the girls 
to go for education? ' The purpose behind this question was 
to find whether " (a) the respondents were in favour’ of 
girls' education and they want a social movement for- 
spreading education among girls without which girls in a 

, I I 

large number may not be able to get an opportunity for 
educational and social advancement; and ( b ) they feel that 
the present socio-cultural environment is not encouraging the 
girls to go in for education. Table 20 presents their 


responses , 
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Table 20 5 DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS DESIRING CHANGE IN 
SOCIETY IN FAVOUR OF GIRLS EDUCATION 


Caste 

Desire change 

Yes No 

Total . 

Gene ral 

10(76.9) 

3 ( 23 . 1 ) 

13 

S c h e d u 1 e d C a s t e s 

10 ( ?4/ . 4 ) 

3 1 < 75 h 6 ) 

41 

Other Backward Caste 

5 (25.0) 

15(75.0) 

20 

Musi ims 

1 1(42.3) 

15(57.7) 

26 

TOTAL 

36(36.0) 

64 ( 64 . 0 ) 

100 


The table shows that only 36 per cent of the respondents 
expressed their desire for such a change in the society. 
Caste— wise, about 77 per cent of t he ; General Castes, 42 per 
cent of the Muslims, 25 per cent of the Other Backward Castes 
and 24 per cent of the Scheduled Castes expressed their 
desire for a change in the society in favour of the educat i on 
o f t, h e g i r 1 - c h i 1 d . 

Those who thought that changes be brought about in the 
society so that girls are encouraged to study were asked to 
specify the changes they would prefer. Table 21 presents 
their suggestions in this regard. 
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Table 21 = CASTE-WISE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS DESIRING* DIFFERENT TYPFf 
OF CHANGES IN THE SOCIEITY IN FAVOUR OF GIRLS EDUCATION 


(Multiple Responses) 



1 1 


Caste 


* 

Type of Changes Desired 

Gen. S.C. 

( N— 1 0 ) ( N-- 10 ) 

0 . B . C . 

( N-5 ) 

Mus 1 ims 
( N= 1 1 ) 

Total 

(N=36) 

Chan g e i n s o c i o c u 1 1, u r a 1 e n v i r o n m e n t 
i n f a v o u r o f g i r. 1 s a n d t h e i r e d u c a t ion 
through mass movement involving irnpo- 
r t a n t p e r s o n s o f a 1 1 c: o m m u n i t i e s 

3 

(30.0) 

4 

(40.0) 

3 

(80.0) 

6 

(54.5) 

16 

( 44 . 4 ) 

Equal status to Boys and Girls will 
h e 1 p t h e m g e t equal op p o r t u n i t i e s in 
the society 

4 

(40.0) 

a s 

(80.0) ( 100.0) 

10 

( 90 . 9 ) 

27 

(75.0) 

Practices sue h a s P u r da h and early i 
marriage should be discouraged so 
that Girls get art opportunity to go 
for education 

4 

( 40 . 0 ) 

4 

( 40 . 0 ) 

2 

(40.0) 

4 

( 36 . 4 ) 

14 

(38.9 ) 

People have to be convinced that 
educated girls have many advantages! 
will get a better spouse/rnay study 
further and be ab 1 e to get a respe- 
ctable job/can look-after the family 
in a better way 

8 

(80.0) 

4 

(40.0) 

1 

(20.0) 

3 

( 27 . 3 ) 

1 6 

( 44 . 4 ) 


Three-~f ourths of the respondents felt that giving equal 
opportunities to boys and girls will help them in getting 
equal rights in the society. They felt that boys and girls 
must be given equal status in their families. Thus, the 
people have to be convinced that their daughters are in no 
way inferior to their sons and both need equal attention. 


70 


Caste-wise, all the Backward Castes respondents, 90.9 per 
cent of the Muslims, 80 per cent of the Scheduled Castes and 
40 per cent of the General Castes subscribed to this view. 

About 44 per cent of the respondents wanted change in 
socio-cultural environment in favour of girls and their 
education so that they are encouraged to go to school. There 
was a need for mass movement in support of education for 
girls. They thought the existing so c i'o-cul tural environment 
was not sufficiently in favour of educating girls due to 
certain prevailing prejudices or circumstances such as : for 
the educated girls the parents face more difficulty in 
finding a suitable match; after marriage they have to live 
with their husbands; educated sons enhance the prestige of 
their parents; only sons have to look after their parents in 
old age; and, poor parents can hardly afford the cost of 
educating only their sons, it is not possible to spend on the 
girls' education. Caste-wise, of those who felt that a 
change in socio-cultural environment should be brought about 
in favour of girls' education included 60 per cent of 
respondents from Other Backward Castes, 54.5 per cent Muslims 
40 per cent Scheduled Castes and 30 per cent from the General 
Castes. 


Of those who favoured convincing the parents that 
educated girls have many advantages (44.4 per cent) 80 per 
cent were of the General Castes, 40 per cent of the Scheduled 
Castes, 227. 3 per cent of the Muslims and 20 per cent of the 
Backward Castes. 
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About, 39 per cent of the respondents thought that 
practices such as Pur dah system and early marriage 
discouraged the girls from going to school. They were of the 
view that most of the parents do not like to send even their 
7—8 years old girls to school. Their stand becomes more 
rigid if the school is located outside their village. A 
sizeable section of the people also do not like a co- 
educational school. I host* holding such a view included 40 
per cent each of the General Castes, Scheduled Castes and 
Other Backward Castes and 36.4 per cent of the Muslims. 


Qu p po r 1 ± v e Mechanism -For- Promoting 
Education Among Children 

The main objective of the present study is to have 
perceptions, opinions and suggestions of the parents 


regard i ng 

p e c i f i c p r a fa 1 e m s i n 

t h e 

education of 

g i r 1 s 

in 

general and 

the children from 

the 

disadvantaged 

grou p 

in 

pa r t i c u lar « 

T h e d i s a d v a n t a g e d 

group, especially 

f r oin 

.t he 


perspective of education, in the state of Uttar Pradesh, have 
been identified as Scheduled Castes, Muslims and Scheduled 
Tribes. 

Thus, the last question in the Interview Schedule for 
parents included was 'What more supportive mechanism you are 
e;<pecting which can promote education for your children?’ 
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This question was asked from all the respondents in relation 
to girls education and from the respondents belonging to the 
Scheduled Castes , Scheduled Tribes and Muslims for education 
among their children in particular. Their responses ■ are 
presented in Table 22. 

i i 

Table 22 : DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS EXPECTING SUPPORT FOR 
PROMOTING EDUCATION AMONG CHILDREN 



(Multiple Responses ) 


Expecting Support 

For 

Educat i on 

of S 


Girls 
( N=72 ) 

SC, Childr- 
en (N~41 ) 

Mus 1 im 

C h i 1 d r e n 
( N=26 ) 

Free supply of books and 

St at i one ry 

10(13.9) 

16(39.0) 

7(26.9) 

Stipend to all girls in School 

7 ( 9.7) 

- 

4(15.4) 

Female Teachers in Schools 

27(37.5) 

20(48.8) 

13(50.0) 

Training in handicrafts, tailor- 
ing, embro i de ry and knitting 

28(38.9) 

12(29.3) 

9(75.0) 

Free supply of uniform to poor 
chi Idren 

28(38.9) 

10(24.4) 

11(42.3) 

Awards to meritorious Students 

12( 16.7) 

2 ( 4.9) 

5(19.2) 

Employment oriented education 

16(22.2) 

10(24.4) 

5(19.2) 

Use of Play-way method of 
teaching 

6 ( 8.3) 


4(15.4) 



Appointment of Urdu Teachers 


7 ( 9.7) 


18(69.2) 
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0f T 'he total 100 rt-qnnn ♦ 

respondents 72 expect ah tt 

Pr0m ° tln9 Sd — " ««". S .r„. Th . y ' reUt ’ e V7° r t t 

aspects mainly s < a) t0 three 

„„ J \Z ° f “ rt - tn — - «» 

eachers. About 39 per cent of tj . 

respondents each expected fro * 

f- e c t e d free supply of uniform for chi1 , 
and training in han , . ° r chlldre " 

handicrafts, stitching, embroi-i 
knitting? 37.5 per cent ' ' y and 

^ cent expected the school t„ , 

- — « P.r cent expected th . / " 

employment oriented, 16 . 7 per " UCatl ° n t0 bS 

^ Cen ^ wanted the me r f t ■ 

students should t-o tieritorious 

“ be awarded, id p. r cent expected f 

“ f b °°«s and stationery, 9 7 EPr f 6 3UPPly 

to be given stir, ^ l> " «"*•«- -nt.d , lrl . 

3 stipend and Urdu teachers to be arD „- t , 

school. About « ... appointed in 

per cent of the respondents also wanted 

education to be imparted through ol,v 

Ujh Play-way method. 

regards the promotion of education among chili 

^longing to the Scheduled Ca , 

neauied Castes 48.8 per rent 

respondents from tin ° ^ 

ln , ch , ' CaSteS «*« Vernal e teachers 

would be helpful, 39 per cent thought free supplv 

o( books and stationery would promnt Y 

cent adv , education, while 29 per 

«nt advocated training in handicrafts, tailoring „ 
and knot/ 1 ring, embroidery 

uniform T" flbOU ' ^ P£r C ' nt ' aCh ” ,P ' Ct,d fr « s “PPiy of 
m and employment oriented education would help promote 

mer 7 ^ ehi,-r - B ' 5 ^ •»« -ted 

meritorious children to be aivori 

• Jiven awards so that thfu/ 

» nrrt ,- f , iney are 

encouraged. 
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The measures which can promote education among children 
belonging to Muslim families as mentioned by the respondents 
of this community included : training in handicrafts, 
tailoring, embroidery and knitting (75 per cent) ; appointment 
of Urdu teachers (69.2 per cent) ; female teachers in school 
( _>0 per cent); free supply of uniform to poor children (42.3 
per cent ) ; free supply of books (26.9 per cent); awards to 
meritorious students ; employment oriented education (19.2 per 
cent each); stipend to all girls; and, education through 
play— way method (15.4 per cent each) . 


As 


i 

CHAPTER XV 

FOCUS GROUP DISCUSSION 

per the guidelines of the Social Assessment Studies 
on the education of children belonging to the socially 
disadvantaged group in general and girls in particular , Focus 
Group Discussion was conducted in all the ten selected 
villages of the district. The participants were identified 
prior to the conduct of the discussion. They also included 
some females as it was thought that their opinions/ 
suggestions may be useful particularly in relation to girls 
education. Persons of different age-group, educational and 
occupational background were included in the group. All of 
them had school going age children in their families. They 
were either enrolled in the school, enrolled earlier but 
dr opped-out or never enrolled. The selection of the 
participants was made on the basis of the same criteria which 
was adopted for selecting the concerned village, e.g. persons 
from Scheduled Castes were selected if the village was. 
selected on this criteria and Muslim participants were 
selected if the village was selected on the basis of their 
sizeable population. The discussion was conducted in a 
peaceful atmosphere and effort was made that other persons do 
not interfere during this exercise. 

'i 
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The village wise details of the participants of each 
group are men t i oned along with the summary of the discu ssion. 
The participants in the discussions were advised to speak on 
their own behalf and also on behalf of their community and 
village as a whole as some of them were also village/ 
community leaders . The issues placed for discussion of the 
groups are listed in Appendix 1. The summary of the 
discussions is presented in the following pages. 



i - VILLAGE BHATADEWAR 

Focus Group Discussion was held in village Bhatadevar of 
block Jalalabad. The block was selected on the basis of 
population of Backward Castes. The village was also selected 
for the same reason. Eight participants belonged to the 
Backward Castes and two belonged to the General Castes . The 
discussion was held on November 17, 1996 and lasted for about 
three and a half hours from llsOO AM. The background of the- 
participants in the discussion is given in Table 1. 


! I 
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Table 1 


PROFILE OF PARENTS PARTICIPATED IN FGD AT VILLAGE 
BHATADEWAR 


Name 

Sex 

Age 

Caste 

Educat ion 

0 c cupat i on 

Position 
in village 

War is Ali Khan 

M 

45 

Gen . 

Xllth 

Cultivation 

Forme r 

Siyaram 

M 

42 

BC 

Xth 

Cultivation 

P radhan 

P radhan 

Smt . Sadna 

F 

25 

BC 

— 

Housewife 

Mem be r 

Ram Raj 

M 

32 

BC 

- 

Cultivation 

Pan chayat 
Up Pradhai 

tiewaran't 

M 

50 

BC 

Xllth 

Cul t i vat i on 

Parent 

liasood Hass an 

Khan M 

33 

Gen 

BA LLB 

Servi ce 

Pareri t 

Ga j e n d r a S i n g h 

M 

45 

BC 

MA 

Service 

Parent 

Smt.Hafizun Ni 

san F 

40 

BC 

Xth 

Housewife 

Parent 

Begum 

Srnt . Rana Tabas 

s um F 

35 

BC 

Xth 

Housewife 

Par ent 

Smt . Faryana 


30 

BC 

Xllth 

Housewife 

Parent 

As is evident 

t h e g r o u p 

comprised 

four female 

and six 

male members. 

One 

was 

the 

Pradhan , 

one Up-Pradhan, one 


former Pradhan and one was member of the Village Pan chayat . 
The group included five Muslims belonging to the Backward 
Castes. Occupation-wise, four parti ci pants were cultivators 


and two were in service. All the females were housewives . 
The summary of the discussion is given below. 

' :r I i 


o x the Discussion 


The first issue for discussion was ’ do you feel 
education as imparted by schools to be important for your 
children?" Most of the participants agreed that school 
education was important as it increased knowledge and helped 
the children to develop their abilities. Shri Waris Ali and 
Bhri S i ya ram said that education was equally important for 
girls as it helped them to be self-reliant. Smt . Sadna said 
that both girls and boys are given equal educational 
opportunities in their village. Shfij Ram raj informed that 
girls are more regular in their attendance in school than 
boys since boys waste their time in playing. He suggested 
that to stop this, parent-teacher meetings be held regularly , 
so that the activities of the boys can be checked by the 
parents and the teachers . 


The second issue was "why are girls being taken out of 
school more quickly than boys? Shri Mewaram and Shri Masood 
Hassan said that upto the primary level girls are not 
discriminated against and both boys and girls are given equal 
opportunities. Smt Faryana, however, contested this and 
observed that some poor arid illiterate parents consider 
girls' education useless as they feel girls do not have to 
work and earn. They get married and go away to other 
families. However, Shri Waris strongly disagreed with Smt. 
Faryana on this issue. Smt. Rana Tabassum and Shri Gajendra 
while agreeing to Smt. Faryana maintained that due to 
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household work and poverty girls are sometimes stopped from 
going to school even though they are more interested in their 
studies than boys, Smt - Rana informed that girls who stay at 
home do household work, look after siblings and in their 
spare time do embroidery, stitching and knitting. Smt. 
F aryana suggested that to increase enrolment and attendance 
of girls the school must also provide training to girls in 
handicrafts, embroidery and stitching . 

Issue number 4 related to the specif i c problems children 
of identified socially disadvantaged group face in terms of 
schooling. Shri Masood Hass an and Shri. Siyaram said that the 
only problem related to poor economic conditions of the 

f t f 

people of this group, due to which children also have to work 
to add to the family income . Under such conditions they do 
not attend the school regularly. Shri War is suggested that 
children belonging to this group must be given monetary help 
in the form of stipend of an attractive amount, to encourage 
them to attend school regularly. 

The next issue related to the problems that girls of 
other group and children of identified socially disadvantaged 
group face in terms of teachers attitude and peer group 
attitude. Smt. Hafizun Nisan and Shri Ramraj observed that 
the peer group attitude was friendly. However, they 
complained that the teachers’ attitude was unsympathetic and 
crude as they gave severe punishment to the students even on 
their minor mistakes. Due to their harsh behaviour weak 
students try to avoid going to school on one or the other 
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pretext. Shri Mewaram suggested that it was necessary that 
the teachers change their attitude towards the children so 
that they are not afraid to go to school. The teachers' 
training should also cover this aspect of their behaviour. 

1 he next issue related to the problems faced by children 
in understanding the course. Smt . Faryana and Shri Gajendra 
said that the language and text of the books was easily 
understandable and there was no need for any change in them. 

Issue number 7 was 'what are the problems that the 
children in general and girls in particular face in terms of 
physical facilities?' Shri Waris Ali, Shri Siyaram and Smt. 
Sadna complained that the school did not have a toilet and a 
play ground. Shri Masood Hassan suggested that these basic 
facilities such as a toilet be provided in the school on a 
priority basis. 

The next issue related to the welfare schemes in 

operation for school going children. Shri Gajendra and Smt. 
Hafizun Nisan informed that all children who have 80 per cent 
attendance in school get 3 kgs. rice per student per month. 
All children belonging to the identified socially 
di sadvantaged group are also getting stipend at the rate of. 
Rs . 12 per month. Smt. Rana, however ! complained that these 
schemes were not operating in a proper manner. The 

distribution of rice was irregular and the students get only 

about Z.5 kgs. rice instead of 3 kgs. Smt. Faryana suggested 

that the responsibility for distribution of rice must be 


t I 


81 

trans-f erred to the Gram Pradhan and school teachers. The 
amount of stipend given to students of the disadvantaged 
group must also be increased .'to at least Rs.25- pe r month as 
the existing rate is highly inadequate . 

Issue number 9 related to the expectations of the 
participants from the school system. Shri War is Ali expected 
adequate number of teachers in the school so that each class 
had a separate teacher . Bhri Siyaram expected the school to 
have a decent building with adequate number of class rooms. 
Smt. Sadna and Shri Ramraj expected the school to organise 
programmes of entertainment from time to time and to provide 
mid-day meals to students . Smt. Hafisun Nisan and Shri 
Masood Hasan expected the school to be within a short 
distance and must have a play ground with some games 
material. Shri Mewa ram, Shri Gajendra, Smt . Rana and Smt . 
Faryana expected the school to provide study material to all 
children; all children should be treated equally? school 
holidays should coincide with the local festivals and 
agricultural seasons? and to encourage girls students the 
school should have at least one lady teacher. 

Issue number 10 related to the ways the constraints 
experienced could be overcome. Smt. Faryana observed that 
most of the people belonging to the identified socially 
disadvantaged group were poor and illiterate. Efforts 
should, therefore, be made to ' ameliorate their conditions. 
The problems related to education of their children will be 
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automatically. b'hri Siyaram felt that their village 

had no facility to provide education to girls after the 

primary level , a Senior ft 3R ,> , 

ta^ic school exclusively for girls 

shold be opened in nr n Q _„ + , , 

or near their village. Besides, to 

encourage education amonn oirlc -i , 

3 ^ lrih ai 1 school going girls should 

b. given a stipend of not le5 s than Rs.400 per year. This 
■financial support win he very useful for their families and, 
therefore, they win have a strong incentive for continuing 
education of their daughters at least upto primary level.. 


The last issue related to the ways in which the 
community leaders could participle in overcoming the 
constraints. Shri Ramraj and Smt . Hafiaun Nisan suggested 
that the community leaders could convince the parents of the 
school going age children not to engage them in household or 
cultivation work and in the care of siblings. Instead, the 
children must be sent to school regularly. Smt. Sadna while 
supporting the above suggestion felt that the elders 
generally command respect in their community and if they make 
a concerted effort and convince parents there is every 
possibility that more children, particularly girls will join 

school, and absenteeism can also be checked to a considerable 
extent . 


a- VILLAGE DOLAPUR 

Focua Group Diacuaaion was held in village Dolapur of 
block Jalalabad. The block was selected on the criterion of 
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Backward Castes population and the village was also selected 
for the same reason. I he discussion was held on November I 1 ?, 
1996 and lasted for about four hours from 10:30 AM. The 
background of the participants in the discussion is given in 
Table 2. 


.Iabl.e.,,,2 : PROFILE OF PARENTS PARTICIPATED IN FGD AT VILLAGE 
DOLAPUR 


Name 

Sex 

Age 

Caste 

Education 

Occupation i 

Position 
in village 

Puttulal 

M 

34 

BC 

Xth 

Service 

Tear, h e r 

Bi j endra Singh 

M 

28 

BC 

VI Ilth 

Cultivation 

Parent; 

Ban war i 

M 

50 

BC 

- 

Cul t i vat i on 

Parent 

Mohan Singh 

M 

38 

BC 

Vlllth 

Cult i vat ion 

Parent 

Gang a C ha ran 

M 

50 

BC 

, i i 

Vth 

Cultivation 

Parent 

Ramlal 

M 

33 

BC 

- 

Cultivation 

Parent 

Siyaram 

M 

50 

BC 

Vlllth 

Cult i vat ion 

P radhan 

Smt . Ramwati 

F 

38 

BC 


Housewife 

liembe r 
Gram Sabhc 

Smt . Baitu 

F 

38 

BC 

Xth 

Housewife 

Parent 

Smt. Renu 

F 

32 

BC 

Xth 

Housewife 

Parent 

As is evident 

the ' 

' ‘l 

group 

comprised 

seven male and three 

female members. 

On e 

of 

them was the Village Pradhan 

one was 

a Member of 

the 

Gram 

Sabha while 

one was a 

teacher . 


< 
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Occupation-wise, one was in service, six were cultivators. 
All the three female participants were housewives . The 
summary of the discussion is given below. 


Result o-F the Discussion 

Ths first issue f or discussion was ’do you feel 

education as imparted by schools to be Important for your 

children?’ fahri Puttu Lai and some others were of the opinion 

that school education was very important for children . Shri 

Bij endra , however , added that education was important only 

for boys as girls get married and go away. Smt . Ramwati and 

Shri Banwari strongly disagreed with Shri Bij endra and 

maintained that education was equally important for both boys 

and girls. On this point Shri Gang a Charan said that some 

illiterate and poor parents do not send their daughters to 

school as they feel only boys are capable of learning and 

# i f 

improving the economic status of the family and, therefore, 
they need to be educated. Smt. Renu and some others 
supported the observations of Shri Ganga Charan. Shri Mohan 
Singh informed that boys are more regular in school than 
girls. The reason for this was poverty and illiteracy of the 
parents due to which they do not realize the importance of 
education of daughters and, therefore, engage them in 
household work- To improve the situation Smt. Baitu 
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suggested that stipend, books arid -stationery should be given 
to all girls to encourage them to attend school, 

1 he next issue was "why* are g'irls being taken out of 
school more quickly than boys?" Sh r i Ganga Charan, Shri Ram 
Lai and Shri Siyar am cited social conventions, household work 
and poor economic, conditions as the main reasons for this 
practice. Smt. Baitu, however, said that girls are withdrawn 
from school since their education is of no use. Smt . Renu 
contested this view point and maintained that education was 
equal 1 y important for girls. Parents withdraw their 
daughters either because of their poverty or because they 
feel the girls should devote time to household work so that 
after their marriage they can manage the work efficiently. 
Smt. Ramwat i observed that girls are more interested than 
boys in studying but when they are withdrawn from school they 
help their parents in the cultivation work, look after 
siblings and in their spare time do embroidery and stitching. 
To improve the situation Shri Puttulal and Shri Bijendra 
suggested that all girls should be given stipend of an 
adequate amount and free study material , The parents should 
also be persuaded by elders that they should give equal 
importance to school education of girls. 

Issue number 4 was ’what are the specific problems the 
children of identified socially disadvantaged group 
(Scheduled Castes and Muslims) face in terms of schooling?’ 
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Shri Ramlal, Shri Ganna m- - 

,aran an ^ s hri Banwari observed that 

children of this g r oup faced two major pr.bl.„. They 

are = due to poor economic conditions they are forced to cork 
and add to the family in 

1 ' 10 girls, suffer most who are 

engaged either in cultivatinn . 

cultivation or -an household work due' to 

which they do not attend the Cf .h ni i 

the school regularly; and, due to 

the indifferent, attitude nc ti , 

' f the teachers they lose interest 

in school and become irregular ts q 1 ' . 

J ' rhe teachers do not give due 

attention and time to the students. Thus, they become we ak 

in studies. Bijendra and Shri kuttulal suggested that 

the school should have at le-,<rt „„„ 

L ltMst one m °re teacher, preferably 

female « Further* the rat a n r 4 „ , 

stipend m u s t be e n h an c e d so 

that it can serve as an incentive. 

The nGKt iS5ue related 'to the problems that girls of 
other group and children of socially disadvantaged group face 
school in terms of teachers attitude and peer group 
attitude. Shri Mohan and Shri Ganga Charan complained that 
the teacher was not sympathetic and did not give all the 
children equal attention. Since these children were 
generally weak in their studies they are ignored. The peer 
group attitude however was friendly. Shri Ramlal suggested 
that the teacher must he given proper training so that he 
treats all children equally and give due attention to all. 

The next issue related to the problems faced in 
understanding the course. Shri Siyaram, Smt . Ramwati and 
8mt. Baitu complained that although the text of the books was 
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easily understandable the language was extremely difficult as 
it is more urbanized and loaded with difficult words . The 
children faced serious problems in this regard. Smt. Renu 
suggested that the language of the books should be simplified 
so that it can be easily understood by the children. 

Issue number 7 was 'what are the problems the children 
in general and girls in particular face in terms of physical 
facilities?’ Bhri. Ban war i , Shri Mohan and Shri Ganga C ha ran 
complained that the school did not have a toilet, safe source 
of drinking water and a play ground. In the absence of these 
facilities the children especially ' t'he girls face serious 
inconvenience . Smt . Ramwati was of the view that without the 
basic facilities school has no attraction for children and, 
therefore, they must be provided immediately . 

Issue number 8 related to the existence of welfare 
schemes for school going children. Shri Ramlal. and Shri 
Siyaram informed that all children who had 80 per cent 
attendance were getting 3 kgs. rice per student per month. 
All children belonging to the socially di sadvan'taged group 
were getting stipend at the rate of Rs . 12 per month. Smt. 
Baitu and Sint. Renu wore not satisfied with the working of 
the schemes as rice is distributed in an irregular manner and 
its quantity is also generally less than 3 kgs. and suggested 
that the rice should be distributed through the Village 
Pradhan. The value of the stipend, they thought, was not 
attractive and to make it meaningful it must be raised to 
Rs.400 per year. 
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The next issue related to the expectations of the 
part i c i. pants from the school system. Sh r i Put tula 1 and Shri 
Bi j endra expected the school to have a decent building, 
adequate number of rooms and adequate number of permanent 
teachers who perform their duty sincerely so that it helps in 
creating an environment favourable to education. Shri 
Banwari and Shri Mohan expected the school to provide 
adequate mid-day meals and to organise entertainment 
programmes from time to time. Shri Ganga Charan expected the 
school to be within short distance. Shri Ramlal expected the 
school to provide games material and study material to all 
students, and Srnt . Baitu expected all children to be treated 
equally by the teachers. Shri Siyaram and Smt . Ramwati 
expected the school to have at least one lady teacher and the 
school holidays to coincide with the local festivals and 
agricultural seasons. , i i 1 

Issue number 10 was ’ what are the ways to overcome these 
constraints? * Shri Bi j endra and some others suggested that a 
Senior Basic School should be opened in or near the village 
exclusively for girls so that girls feel encouraged to 
complete primary education as they will have opportunity for 
higher studies. All girls of poor families must also get 
facilities like free books and stationery and stipend so that 
they are encouraged to complete their school education. 

The last issue related to the ; ways the community can 

participate in overcoming the constraints. Shri Banwari, 
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Shri Gan ga C ha ran and Shri Ramlal suggested that the 
commun i ty elders who command respect can convince the parents 
about the benefits of education. They can persuade the 
parents to send their children to school regularly instead of 
engaging them in household/agri cultural work and in the care 
of siblings. They must provide them an opportunity to learn 
for a better future. The emphasis of the commun i ty 
leaders/ elders s h o u 1 d be on the schooling of girls as 
education will certainly help them in many ways - in managing 
the household} in caring the children} and, in maintaining 
the health of the members of their families. 


3 - V1L-L.AGE J EWAN 

Focus Group Discussion was held in village J ewan of 
block Poway an . The block was selected on the criterion of 
Scheduled Castes population and the village was also selected 
for the same reason. Mine of the ten participants belonged 
to the Scheduled Castes and one to the General Castes. The 
discussion was held on November HI, 1996 and lasted for about 
four hours from 10*00 AM. The background of the participants 
in the discussion is given in Table 3. 
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Tabl e__3 » PROFILE OF PARENTS PARTICIPATED IN FGD AT VILLAGE 
JEWAN 


Name 

Sex 

Age 

C a s t e 

Educat i on 

Occupation 

P o s i t i o n 
in village 

Srnt. Usha Devi 

F 

43 

Gen 

vth 

Housewife 

Pradhan 

Baburam 

M 

48 

SC 

VUIth 

Servi ce 

Teacher 

Sait. Raj en dr a 

F 

38 

SC 

Vlllth 

Housewife 

Up Pradhan 

San j ee v 

M 

28 

sc 

i 1 f 

Xth 

C u 1 1 i vat i on 

Parent 

Bal dev 

h 

43 

sc 

BA 

T rade 

Parent 

Ram Charan 

M 

48 

sc 

Vth 

Labour 

Par ent 

Jang Bahadur 

M 

43 

sc 

- 

Cultivation 

Parent 

Sm t . S h an t i D e v j. 

F 

47 

sc 

Vth 

Housewi f e 

Parent 

Raj eshwar 

M 

42 

sc 

Vth 

Cul t i vat ion 

Parent 

Diriesh Chandra 

M 

36 

sc 

Xth 

Cultivation 

Parent 


As is evident, the group comprised seven male and three 
•Female participants. One of the females was the Pradhan and 

one was an Up--P radhan and one of the part i ci pants was a 

teacher. Occupation-wise, four were cultivators , one each 
was a labour and a trader while one was in service.. Ail the 
females were housewives. The summary of the discussion is 
given below. 

R®»ult a •f th® Di«cuts«iom 

The £ 1 rat issue £ or discussion was 'do you feel 

education as imparted by schools to be important for your 
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children?* Shri Jang Bahadur and Shri Baldev maintained that 
schooling was very important, for children as it generate 
knowledge, self-confidence and discipline. Shri Dinesh 
Chandra was of the view that education is equally important 
for girls as educated girls can earn and share the 
responsibility of running a family. They can also manage 
their household affairs in a better way. Suit. Shanti Devi, 
however, observed that parents usually prefer enrolling only 
boys in school. The main reasons being poverty and 
illiteracy due to which the girls are engaged in household 
work. Some do not send their daughters to school as they 
cannot afford reasonable clothes and study material for them 
while some entrust on them the responsibility of household 
work so that their mothers can work to earn. Shri Sanjeev 
and Shri Baldev suggested that parents be made aware of the 
benefits education of girls entails, so that they are 
encouraged to send their daughters to school . Smt . Usha Devi 
observed that if school functions properly and it has a good 
building and necessary facilities the . parents will feel 
attracted to send their daughters also. 

The next issue was 'why are girls being taken out of 
school more quickly than boys?' ' Shri. eiburam, Shri Rajindra, 
Shri Jang Bahadur and Shri Dinesh Chandra cited poverty, 
household and cultivation work, social conventions and 
looking after cattle as the main reasons for early 
withdrawal. Shri Baldev added that girls themselves are not 
very much interested in attending the school. Shri Dinesh 
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Chandra , however r contradicted Shri Baldev and said that due 
to poverty parents themselves are not able to send their 
daughters to school while the girls themselves are 
interested. While supporting Shri Dinesh , Smt . Rajendra said 
that girls take as much interest in their studies as boys. 
They lose interest only when they are detained by their 
parents for household and agriculture related work . When 
this becomes a regular feature they become irregular and weak 
iri thier class and, therefore, lose interest. They are 
withdrawn not because they have no interest in studies but 
because parents need their help at home. Most of the 
participants supported this view. Shri Banjeev and Shri 
Baburam suggested that to improve the situation the economic 
conditions of the people must be improved. The government 
should try to provide employment opportunities to the 
artisans, landless and marginal farmers within or e round 
villages by helping people to establ ish cottage industries 
based on locally available raw materials. 

Issue number 4 related to the specific problems that 
children of the identified socially disadvantaged group 
(Scheduled Castes and Muslims) faced in terms of schooling. 
Shri Banjeev, Shri Baldev and Smt. Shanti Devi said that the 
text of the books was not entirely • useful in the rural 
context. The contents as well as language used in the books 
are more relevant for the urban society. Children belonging 
to the socially di sadvantaged group who mostly belong to poor 
and illiterate families find it difficult to understand them. 
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Shri Baburam and Sh r i Rajendra added that the parents 
belonging to the disadvantaged group themselves discriminated 
between boys and girls in the sphere of education. They felt 
that there was no point in educating girls as they will went 
away after their marriage. Further, in their in-'laws house 
too, they have to do household work. Such an attitude of 
parents discourage girls from attending the school regularly. 
They, therefore, become weak in their studies and ultimately 
lose interest in school. Shri Jang Bahadur added that 
poverty also prevented parents from sending their girls to 
school as parents finds it difficult to arrange reasonable 
clothes for school going girls. Shri San j e e v and Shri Baldev 
suggested that the text books should be modified suitably to 
make them interesting for the children. To help the poor 
parents of school going girls belonging to the group they 
should be; given a stipend of at least Rs.40 per month so that 
their parents do not feel burdened by their schooling . Other- 
participants also appreciated these suggestions . 

The next issue related to the problems that girls of 
other group and children of identified socially disadvantaged 
group face in school in terms of teachers attitude and peer 
group attitude. Shri Baldev and Shri Jang Bahadur observed 
that the teachers attitude was strict and generally harsh 
towards weak students. Since children belonging to this 
group are generally irregular and weak they either do not get 
their attention and support in studies or get a harsh 
treatment. The children belonging to comparat i ve ly better- 
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off families do have some feeling of superiority as they come 
to school in relatively better clothes . Shri Rajeshwar and 
Shri Baburam suggested that the teachers attitude towards the 
children must be very sympathetic and soft as the children 
studying in the primary school are very small. They should 
be considerate towards children belonging to the 
disadvantaged group. They should, in particular, encourage 
girls for regular attendance - by taki'ng interest in their 
studies. They should also try to maintain good peer group 
relations among children by checking any kind of feelings 
against ill-clothed poor children. 

Issue number 6 was "what are the problems faced by the 
children in understanding the course? ’ Srnt . Usha Devi and 
Shri Rajeshwar said that the text and language of the books 

; ' i ■■■ 

was not easily understandable and the children faced problems 
in this context. Shri San j ee v suggested that the language 
should be simple and the text of the books should relate to 
the rural society. The contents should be informative 
particularly with regard to agriculture so that they are 
easily understandable. 

Issue number 7 related to the problems the children in 
general and girls in particular face in terms of physical 
facilities. Smt . Shanti Devi, Shri Jang Bahadur, Shri 
Sanjeev and Shri Rajendra complained that the school building 
was in ruins and needed proper repairs urgently. It did not 

have a toilet, a safe source of drinking water and a play 
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ground. Smt . Us ha Devi suggested that the Gram Sabha should 
take interest and pursuade the authorities for providing fund 
for repairs of the building as well as for providing basic 
faci 1 it ies . 

Issue number 8 was * what do you feel about different 
schemes in operation for school going children?* Shri Ram 
C ha ran and Shri Raj eshwar informed that all children who had 
80 per cent attendance in school were getting 3 kgs. rice per 

, I f 

student per month . All children belonging to the Muslim 
families and Scheduled Castes were getting stipend at the 
rate of Rs.lfl per month. Smt. Us ha Devi, however, complained 
that the rice distributed was of a very inferior quality. 
Shri Babur am and Shri San j ee v suggested that the rice be 
distributed by the school teachers and it would be bettter if 
in its place mid-day meals were given to students in the 

'■I 

s c h o o 1 . 

Issue number 9 was very important , * what are your 
expectations from the school system?* ; Shri Sanjeev and Shri 
Jang Bahadur expected the school to have number of teachers 
and classrooms in accordance with the number of students so 
that children can sit comfortably and get due attention of 
teachers. Smt. Shanti Devi expected students to be also 
given some vocational training in school so that their 
schooling becomes more meaningful. Shri Dinesh expected mid- 
day meals to be provided to students and Smt . Us ha Devi felt 


the school 

building should 

be 

attractive 

and 

cent rally 

located in 

the village and 

it 

must have 

the 

necessary 


facilities. Shri Baldev expected free books and stationery 
to be given to children belonging to poor families and Shri 
Raj eshwar desired the school should have at least one lady 
teacher and the teachers should be sympathetic to students. 
They should also treat all children equally. 

Issue number 10 was ' what are the ways to overcome the 
constraints?’ Shri Jang Bahadur felt the Gram Sabha should 
have greater control over the work int) of the school so that 
teachers perform their duties properly and sincerely. If the 
Gram Sabha is entrusted with this responsibility the Pradhan 
will have access to authorities and the school can, 
therefore, be properly maintained. Shri Rajendra suggested 
that the Prime Minister’s Employment Programme should be 
implemented in the district in such a way that preference to 
parents of school going children is given. Shri Sanjeev 

i 

observed that if literacy programme is carried out 
effectively it will have a positive impact orr parent’s 
attitude towards school education of their children in 
general and girls in particular. Shri Rarn Charan felt that 
the present rate of stipend had no attraction and, therefore, 
it must be increased to a reasonable amount. In particular, 
he emphasized, the rate of stipend for girls should be such 
which encourages parents to send their daughters to school 
regularly. Its amount should he increased gradually in class 
III and IV so that girls are encouraged to complete their 
primary education. Almost all the participants supported 
these suggestions . 


- ■ ■ ■ . 
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The last issue related to the ways in which the 
corrimun i ty can participate in overcoming the constraints. 
Shri Sanjeev, Shri Dinesh and Shri Jang Bahadur observed that 
due to poor economic, conditions girls are either not enrolled 
in school or detained at home to undertake the household work 


so that their 

mother s can 

go out to 

work 

and 

ear n - 

Some 

parents also 

discriminate 

b e twee n 

boys 

an cl 

girls 

and. 

therefore, do 

not take 

inte r e s t 

in 

t h i e r 

daught e r ’ s 


education. The community can help in removing these 
impediments to a considerable extent. The environment in 
favour of school education of children in general and girls 
in particular can be build by community elders and leaders as 
they command respect and influence in the village society. 
If they take active interest and launch a vigorous campaign 
they can succeed to a great extent in convincing the parents 
about the utility of school education for children in general 
and girls in particular. They cam persuade people not to 
engage their children in household/agricultural work during 
school hours so that they can attend their classes regularly. 


. VILLAGE GANGAI 

■■■■ t ' 

Focua Group Discussion was held in village Gangai of 
block Powayan. The block was selected on the basis of 
Scheduled Castes population and the village was also selected 
for the same reason . Nine of the ten participants belonged 
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to the Scheduled Castes and one to the Backward Castes » The 
discussion was held on November S3, 1996 and lasted for about 
three and a half hours from 11:00 AM. The background of the 
participants i n the discussion is given in Table 4. 

Table 4 : PROFILE OF PARENTS PARTICIPATED IN FGD AT VILLAGE 
GANG A I 


Name 

Sex 

A g e 

C a s t d 

Edu cation 

Occu pat ion P o s i t i on 

in village 

Jagmohan 

M 

so 

SC 

- 

Cultivation 

Parent 

Jhabfoar 

M 

52 

SC 

- 

Cul t i vat i on 

Member 

Pan chayat 

Ram Ad bar 

M 

40 

sc 

VIII th 

Cul t i vat i on 

Parent 

Subeydar 

M 

40 

sc 

Vth 

Cult i vat ion 

Pa rent 

Smt . Phulmat i 

F 

38 

sc 

-■ 

Housewife 

Parent 

Smt . Bhagwat i 

F 

42 

sc '< 

- 

Housewife 

Parent 

Si ta Ram 

M 

38 

sc 

Vth 

Cul t i vat ion 

Pan chayat 
liembe r 

Ram Nath 

M 

32 

sc 

Vth 

Cul t i vat i on 

U p*~P radhai 

Smt. Katori Devi 

F 

35 

BC 

- ‘ -1 

Housewife 

P radhan 

So bran 

M 

48 

sc 

— 

Cultivation 

Pan chayat 
Merribe r 


As is evident the group comprised seven male and three 
female participants. One of the females was the Gram 
Pradhan . Among others, one was Up-Pradhan and three 
participants were Members of the Village Pan chayat . 
Occupation-wise, seven participants were cultivators. The 
summary of the discussion is given below. 


intuit oF t t® m Disco-^mion 


The first issue for discussion was 9 do you feel 
education as imparted by schools to be important for you r 
children?’ Bhri Ram Nath and Shri Bo bran maintained that 
although schooling of children was very important the? level 
of education was far from satisfactory. The teaching was 
nominal as the teachers were not sincere in their job. They, 
however , said that it was the problem of their village school 
b u t i t d o e s n o t m e a ri t h a t s c h o o 1 e d u c at i on was use 1 e s s - 8m t « 
Phulmati observed that schooling was 1 Equally important for 
both boys and girls. Shri Jhabbar observed that due to 
illiteracy and poverty most of the parents do not educate 
their daughters. In this reference 8m t . Kator i Devi said 
that since most of the villagers are marginal farmers or 
labour they are poor who marry off their girls at a very 
young age. Moreover, they do not realize the importance of 
their daughters’ education a*s they feel that girls do not 
have to do jobs in offices. Smt . Phulmati, 8m t . Bhagwati and 
Shri Ram Nath observed that boys were more regular in school 
than girls. The reason for this was that most of the 
villagers were cultivators and a lot of work was done at 
home. The girls are engaged in the household chores all 
days. Further most villagers have cattle and the 
responsibility of looking after them rests on the young 
school going age girls. 
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The participants suggested that an environment- 
favourable to education of children in general and girls in 
particular has to be created in the village. The parents 
must be made to realize that education of both boys and girls 
is equally important. Such a campaign may be actually 
launched by the Gram Sabha and community elders. 

The next question was ’ why are girls being taken out of 
school more quickly than boys?’ Shri Ram Math, Smt . 
Phulmat i , Shri Jhabbar and Shri Subedar said that there were 
three main reasons for this. Firstly, illiteracy of parents 
due to which they do not consider education of girls as 
important , secondly, poverty of the parents due to which they 
were unable to afford even nominal cost of their education, 
and, thirdly, household work in which girls help them and 
mothers undertake job to earn and supplement family income. 
Further , Shri Ram Adhar informed that the parents feel that 
to marry off an educated girl they will need more money and 
they will also face difficulty in finding a suitable match . 
Thus, they are withdrawn after ohe,o-r two classes. Smt. 
Katori Devi informed that girls themselves lose interest in 
going to school as they generally attend their class 
irregularly and become weak in studies because they are 
required to shoulder the responsibility of household work. 
When they are withdrawn from school they help in the 
cultivation work and collect fodder for the family cattle. 
They also help their mothers in the household work, Shri Ram 
Adhar arid Shri Subedar suggested that the parents will have 
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to be convinced about the benefits of education for children 
in general and girls in particular. This may be possible if 
the school activities are attractive and the village elders 
persuade them for sending their daughters to school till they 
complete primary education. 

Issue number 4 related to the specific problems the 
children of identified socially disadvantaged group 
(Scheduled Castes and' Muslims) faced in terms of schooling. 
Sh r i Ram Nath, Shri Subedar and Smt. Katori Devi complained 
that the language and text of the books was not fully 
understandable by the children. The text of the books did 
not relate to their society and environment . Shri Jagmohan 
complained that the teachers do not pay adequate attention to 
the students. Srr.t . Phulmati and Shri Sobran were of the view 
that illiteracy, ignorance and poverty of parents belonging 
to the socially disadvantaged group added to the problems the 
children faced in schooling. Due to poverty many of the 
parents can not afford to buy the books and stationery. 
Since school going girls need proper clothes, for many a 
parents it is difficult to arrange. Illiteracy among parents 
prevented them from helping their children in the school home 
work. All these circumstances were unfavourable to schooling 
of children in general and girls inf- particular. Shri Ram 
Nath and Smt. Bhagwati suggested that if school education has 
to be popular the children belonging to the socially 
disadvantaged group in general and girls in particular must 

b§ supported by the school by giving them stipend of a 


102 


reasonably good amount and books and stationery. Besides, 
girls should also be given one set of clothes per year. They 
should also be given stipend of an amount higher than that 
paid to boys. 

Issue number 3 was "what ,ar e the I problems girls of other 
group and children of the disadvantaged group face in school 
in terms of teachers attitude and peer group attitude?' Shri 
Subedar, Shri Ram Nath and Shri Jagmohan complained that the 
teachers be longing to the high castes sometimes ignore 
children belonging to the Scheduled Castes. They pay more 
attention towards children belonging to higher castes and 
better off families. The-, peer group attitude was also 
similar which surface among children on the caste basis from 
time to time. Shri Sobran and Shri Ram Nath suggested that 
the government should issue strict orders against practising 
caste d i s c r imi nat i on in school and action should be taken 
against teachers who indulge in such practice . 

The next, issue related to the problem faced by children 
in understanding the course. Shri Sits Ram and Shri Flam 
Adhar complained that the language and text of the books was 
not easily understandable particularly by the weak students. 
General ly , the text does not relate to their rural 
environment. Shri J ha b bar and Shri Sobran suggested that the 
books must be based on the local dialect and must relate to 
the rural environment. Chapters on significant aspects of 
the district should also be included so that their study 
becomes interesting for the children. 
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The next issue was * what are the problems that the 
children in general and girls in particular face in terms of 
physical facilities?’ Smt . Katori Devi and Shri Sobran 
complained that the school was very far away from their 
houses and the road to the school was unsafe as it become 
water logged during the rains. Bhri Ramadhar , Shri Jagmohan 
and Shri Subedar complained that the school also did not have 
a toilet, a safe source of df inking (water and a play ground 
due to which the children especially the girls faced great 
inconvenience . Smt . Katori Devi and Shri Jagmohan , 
therefore, suggested that these basic facilities must be 
provided in the school at the earliest. 

Issue number 8 related to the welfare schemes in 
operation for school going children. Shri Sita Ram and Shri 
Sobran informed that all children who had 80 per cent 
attendance in school were getting 3 kgs. rice per student per 
month. All Scheduled Castes children were also getting 
stipend at the rate of R s . 12 per month. Shri Ram Adhar 
complained that the rice distributed was of a very poor 
quality. To improve the working of these schemes Smt. Katori 
Devi and Smt. Phulmati suggested that the rice be distributed 
by the teachers and the stipend should also be given to 
children belonging to the economically poor families. 

The next issue was "what are your expectations from the 
school system? ’ Smt . Katori Devi and Shri Jhabbar expected 
the school to have one room and one teacher per class. 


Smt . 


hagwati expected the school to provide training to girls in 
ome handicrafts so that their schooling is more meaningful, 
in d the school to be within easy approach for the children, 
mri Jagmohan and Bhri Ram Adhar expected mid-day meals to be 
provided to the students in the school and free books and 
stationery to be supplied to children belonging to poor 


families. Smt . Phulmati expected the school holidays 
coincide with the agricultural seasons and Shri Sita Ram 

expected the school to have at , least ^ne lady teacher. Shri 

Subedar and Smt. Sobran expected the teachers will treat all 

students equally and will not practice any kind of 

discrimination among them. 


The next issue related to the ways the constraints can 
be overcome. Smt. Katori Devi and Shri Jhabbar thought that 
firstly, the condition of the school should be improved by 
adding at least two rooms and two female teachers. 

■ • r up working of the school should be entrusted 

Supervision of the working or 

to th . Gram Sabha so that, teachers perform their duties 
sincerely and the school is projected as an attractive place 
and a useful institution! secondly, to eliminate illiteracy 
and ignorance among parent, adult literacy programme should 
be carried out seriously by seeking active support and 
cooperation of the Gram Sabha members, village and community 
elders and the youth, and. thirdly, more job opportunities be 
created for the labourers, marginal farmers and artisans 
under various employment programmes, school going children 
f™ nnnr families should be given stipend of a useful 



103 


amount; books and stationery and one set of clothes should be 
given to all girls so that the poor parents do not Feel 
burdened by sending their children to school. Mid-day meals 
in school, instead of 3 kgs. rice will improve regularity in 
attendance. 

The next issue was "in what ways can the community 
participate in overcoming the constraints? ' Shri Ram Nath 
and Shri Jagmohan Felt that the community can play a 
significant role in this regard. The educated elders can 
help in creating an environment favourable to school 
education by : (a) helping actively the adult literacy 
programme so that illiterate adults can be made literate; (b> 
influencing the authorities and school teachers to make .the 
school an attractive place for children; and (c> convincing 
the parents about the importance and utility of school 
education for their children in general and girls in 
particular and pursuading them to enroll all of their school 
going age children in school and see that they regularly 
attend their classes and complete their primary education . 


^ _ VILLAGE HATHORA BUZURG 

Focus Group Discussion was held in village Hathora 
Buzurg of block Bhawal Khera. The block was selected on the 
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criterion of Scheduled Castes population and the village was 
also selected for the same reason. Eight participants 
belonged to the Scheduled Castes and two to the Backward 
Castes. The discussion was held on November 26, 1 ?96 and 
lasted for about three and a .half hours from 10:15 AM. The 
background of the participants in the discussion is given in 

Table 5. 


Table 3 s PROFILE OF PARENTS PARTICIPATED IN FGD AT VILLAGE 
"""" HATHORA BUZURG 


Name 

S e :< 

Age 

C a % t e 

Education 

Occupation Position 

in village 

Jagvendra V e r rna 

M 

36 

OBC 

- 

Cultivation 

P radhan 

Baton Ram 

M 

48 

SC 

Vth 

Cultivation 

up Pradhai 

Pati Ram 

M 

52 

sc 

- 

Cultivation 

Pane hay at 
Member 

Rani Saga r 

M 

38 

sc 

VIII th 

Cultivation 

Parent 

Karamul lah 

M 

35 

BC 

BMS 

Doctor 

Parent 

Nanak Chand 

M 

27 

sc 

Xth 

Cultivation 

Parent 

Smt.Maya Devi 

F 

32 

SC 

Vth 

Housewi f e 

Pan chayat 
Membe r 

Smt . Susheela 

F 

40 

SC 

- 

Housewi f e 

Pa r en t 

Smt . Kamini 

F 

38 

SC 

Xllth 

Service 

Teache r 

Vidya Sagar 

M 

35 

sc 

Xth 

Trade 

Parent 


fl, is evident the group comprised seven male and three 
female participants. The group included the Pradhan, the Up- 
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Pradhan, two members of the 'village' Panchayat, a medical 
practitioner in Homeopathy and a teacher. Education-wise, 
seven participants were educated between primary and 
Intermediate level and one had a degree in Homeopathy. The 
summary of the discussion is given below. 

'i 

Rn«ult o-T X. h ® Discussion 

The flrat issue for discussion was ’do you feel 
education as imparted by schools to be important for your 
c h i I d r e n ? * M o s t o f f h e pa rti ci pants maintained t h a t 

schooling of children was very important. Smt . Maya Devi and 
Shri Babu Ram were of the view that education was equally 
important for both boys and girls as it enhances confidence 
among them. The educated girls can stand on their own feet, 
they become conscious about health care and cleanliness; and 
can manage their household activities in a better way. bhri 
Kararnul lah, however , informed that the villagers preferred 
sending only boys to school. The reason for this being their 
illiteracy and poverty as they consider the involvement of 
girls in household work more important and an indirect 
support to family earnings because their mothers go out to 
work and earn. Shri Nanak Chand and Smt. Maya Devi observed 
that due to this reason boys were more regular in school than 
girls. 


loa 


The next issue was * why are girls being taken out of 
school more quickly than boys?' Smt . Sushi la, Shri 
Jagvendra, Shri Vidya Sagar and Smt . Karnini observed 
illiteracy, ignorance, poverty, difficulty in finding a 
suitable match for an educated daughter and household work 
were the main reasons. They felt that a girl must be 
proficient in household work which is more important than her 
education. Shri Manak Chand informed that when girls are 
withdrawn from school parents engage them in household work, 
agricultural work, in the care of siblings and in collecting 
fodder for cattle. Smt. Susfyila and Shri Vidya Sagar felt 
that removing the ignorance and poverty of the villagers was 
the only solution to the problem of early withdrawal of girls 
from school. While supporting the above observations, Shri 
Karamul lah added that girls needed greater support in the 
form of a higher rate of stipend and -free books from the 
school. The poor parents will feel attracted towards school 
education of girls if they are assured that the school will 
take the responsibility of meeting expenses of the school 
going girls. 

Issue number A related to the specific problems childt en 
of identified socially disadvantaged group (Scheduled Castes 
and Muslims) face in terms of schooling. Shri Jagvendra, 
Shri Nanak Chand and Shri Karamullah complained that the 
teachers do not pay equal attention to all the students. 
Moreover, due to poverty parents can not afford school 
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education of their children- They were not able to supply 
study material to their children in time and sometimes had to 
engage them in labour so that they can add to the family 
income . Illiteracy and ignorance prevented them from giving 
importance to education of girls- This adversely affected 
the regularity of children in school . While supporting the 
above observations Shri Pat i Ram and Shri Vidya Sagar 
observed that due to factors such as lack of encouragement 
from parents , their engagement in household or cultivation 
work and the indifferent attitude of teachers children 
belonging to this group also lose interest in their studies 
and attend the school irregularly. In the ci r curu stances , 
they become weak in thier class. It affects their 
continuation in school adversely. Smt . Maya Devi and Bmt . 
Sushi la suggested that the school and its teachers can 
contribute a lot in retaining the ' Students by providing 
support to children of this group. The teachers should be 
sympathetic towards these children and take extra care so 
that they remain at par with other students. 

The next issue was "what are the problems that girls of 
other group and children of the socially disadvantaged group 
face in school in terms of teachers attitude and peer group 
attigude?” Shri Vidya Sagar and Shri Nanak Chand said that 
although there were female teachers also but girls belonging 
to the socially disadvantaged group sometimes feel that they 
were not getting due attention of teachers. Since girls 

bilonging to this group were generally irregular and weak in 




their studies they need greater attention and sympathy of 
teachers. The teachers, however, p a Y attention towards 
better students. The peer group attitude was, however, 
considered friendly and cordial. Shri Jagveer and 5m t • 
Kamirti suggested that the teachers must be made to realize 
the problems of girls in their education. If they show 
sympathy and pay greater attention towards these girls there 
is every possibility that girls will take more interest in 
their studies. 

The next issue was "what are the problems faced in 
understanding the course?* Smt . Maya Devi, Smt . Kami n i , Shri 
Karamul lah and Shri Nanak Chand observed that the language 
an d t e >< t o f t h e b o o I<: s was easily unders t a ri da b 1 e a ri d t h e 
children do not face any difficulty with regard to these. 

Issue number 7 related to the problems the children in 
general and girls in particular faced in terms of physical 
facilities. Smt. Maya Devi and Shri Nanak Chand complained 
that during the rains the road to the school become water- 
logged and the children face lot of difficulty in reaching 
there. Shri Jagvendra, Shri Karamul lah and Smt. Sushi la 
complained that the school did not have a toilet and a safe 
source of drinking water. Although there was space for a 
play ground in the school there was no sport material to play 
with. Shri Baburam and Shri Nanak suggested that the 
government must provide a toilet and an India Mark II 
hand pump in the school at the earliest and under Jawahar 
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Rozgar Yojana the Gram Sabha must do brick soling of the road 
to the school. 

The next issue related to the existence of welfare 
schemes for the school going children. Shri Rati Ram and 
Shri Ram Sagar informed that all children who had SO per cent 
attendance in school were getting 3 kgs. rice per student per 
month. All Scheduled Castes children were getting stipend at ■ 
the rate? of Rs.12 per month. Host of the participants were, 
however, not satisfied with the working of these schemes. 
They observed that the distribution of rice was not regular 
as sometimes children did not get the rice for 3—4 months. 
Shri Jagvendra, Smt. Sushila and Smt . Maya Devi suggested 
that the rice should be distributed in the school itself as 
the supplier did not behave with the children properly. 
Moreover, it would be bettef if the children got mid-day 
meals in school instead of the rice. 

Issue number 9 for discussion was "what are your 

T 

expectations from the school system?’ Shri Karamullah and 
Shri Jagvendra expected the school to have a reasonably good 
building with all trained teachers. Smt. Sushila expected 
the school to provide some training in handicrafts so that 
their education has more utility.' Shri Nanak expected the 
school to provide mid-day meals and Smt. Kamini expected the 
school to be centrally located in the village so that 
children from all sides of the large village can reach there 
conveniently. Shri Pati Ram expected the school to provide 
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study material to all children belonging to poor families, 
and Shri Ram Sagar expected the school to provide some games 
material to students, Shri Babu Ram wanted the school 
holidays to match the agricultural seasons and Smt . Maya Devi 
expected the teachers to treat all children equally and that 
they should have sympathy with those belonging to p° or 
families as such children have to share additional burden of 
household work due to which they do not get time to study at 
home . 

The next issue was * what are the ways to overcome the 
constraints?* Shri Pati Ram and Shri Ram Sagar suggested 
that the school should have a decent building with adequate 
rooms and facilities and it should be made an important 
centre of act). vity for all i)' t h e village ~ children, adults 

f I f 

men and women both. Aanganwadi , non-formal education 
classes , adult literacy classes , cultural programmes should 
all be arranged in the school building in different timings. 
This will attract people of the village towards the school 
activities. It will also help in building an environment 
favourable to education of children. This will. attract 
children as well as their parents. Moreover, children with 

' ' t : 

over 90 per cent attendance in a year should be awarded by 
giving them an extra stipend during the next year. 

The last issue related to thq ways in which the 
community can participate in overcoming the constraints. 
Shri Nanak Chand and Shri Karamul lah said that the community 
elders can impress upon the parents not to engage their 
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children in household/agricultural work and in the care of 
siblings during school hours and they ; raust be sent to school 

r * * 

regularly. Effort should be made to involve youth of the 
village, and influential community leaders in getting the 
nan-on ro 1 led children enrolled, regularizing their attendance 
and preventing drop outs from school. The community leaders/ 
elders should also maintain a close contact with the teachers 
so that the school functions properly. If the teachers are 

able to project the school as a useful place the parents will 

' 'f 

also feel interested in sending their children to school. 


A- VILLAGE BASULIA 


Focus Group Discussion was held in village Basul i a of 
block Bhawal Khera. The block was selected on the criterion 
of Scheduled Castes population and the village was also 
selected for the same reason . Eight participants in the 
discussion belonged to the Scheduled Castes, one to a 
Backward Caste Muslim and one to the General Castes. The 
discussion was held on November 28, *1996 and lasted for about 
three and a half hours from 11=30 AM. The background of the 
participants in the discussion is given in Table 6. 



As is evident the group comprised seven males and three 
■females. The participants included the Pradhari, the Up- 
Pradhan , three members of the Panchayat and two teachers . 
All the participants were educated between primary and 
Intermediate level. The summary of the discussion is given 


be 1 ow 
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of th« 


Dl ® cuss ion 


The first issue for dlacuaalon „ aa , d<) y<>u 

education as imparted hv erhnnic t i 

1 " 1>y •»chools to be important for your 

Chlldr#n? ' 8hri SUShil -d some others agreed that 

school education was very important for their children as it 

helps in developing good character, manners, behaviour and 
confidence . Besides, educated children can benefit more from 
various welfare schemes of the government. Shri l.alta Prasad 
maintained that schooling was equally important for girls as 
educated girls can help their parents in time of need. They 
become capable of handling household work in a better manner. 
Shri Sita Ram, however, said that due to illiteracy and 
poverty parents usually prefer educating boys instead of 
girls. They feel that girls do not have to do jobs whereas 
boys have to earn and manage the family. Shri Akbar and Shri 
Lalta Prasad observed that boys are more regular in school 
than girls as parents take greater interest in their 
schooling. Girls are usually engaged in household work by 
Parents due to which they are either riot enrolled or remain 
irregular in school. To improve the situation they suggested 
persuading the parents for taking equal interest in the 
school education of their sons and daughters both. 

The next issue was ’why are girls being taken out of 
school more quickly than boys?’ Shri Awadhesh, Smt . Vimla, 
Shri Jagdesh and Smt. Indira cited poverty, social customs, 
agricultural work and household work as the main reasons. 



agricultural 


when withdrawn from school girls are engaged in 
and household work by their parents so that they can free 
their mothers to undertake work and earn. Some parents also 
do not like sending their 8—9 years old girls to school as it 
is not considered good in their families. To improve the 
situation B h r i Sushi 1 and Shri S i y a Ram suggested creation of 
employment opportunities in the village under the Prime 
Minister's employment programme to remove the abysmal poverty 
of the villagers and door to door campaigning to create 
awareness among villagers about the benefits of education for 
boys and girls both . 

Issue number 4 related to the specific problems children 
of identified socially disadvantaged group (Scheduled Castes 
and Muslims) faced in terms of schooling. Shri Akbar , Shri 
Ram Kishan and Smt . Indira Rani observed that due to poverty 
parents belonging to this group are not able to afford the 
cost of books and stationery. They also find it difficult to 
arrange proper dress, especially for girls. The children 
belonging to this group are generally engaged in household/ 
agricultural work which adversely affect their attendance in 
school. Due to irregular attendance they become weak in 
their studies and lose interest in their education. These 
children do not get en courag^ment from their parents and 
teachers both. Ultimately, they suffer. Shri Sushil and 
Shri Ram Kishan suggested that parents should be pursuaded by 
the village elders that they should not engage their children 
during school hours. The teachers can play a significant 
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role by maintaining close contact and pursuading parents to 
take interest in the education of their children and showing 
sympathy towards these children. 

The next issue was ’what are the problems that girls of 
other group and children belonging to socially disadvantaged 
group face in school in terms of teachers attitude and peer 
group attitude?’ Shri Awadhesh Kumar and Shri Siya Ram 
informed that the teachers attitude was by and large 
i n d i f f e r e n t t o wa r d s s t u d ents. Not all teacher s were 
punctual . One or the other always remain absent. They do 
not perform their duties sincerely. They pay more attention 
towards good students. The peer group attitude was, however, 
friendly. Shri Jagdish suggested that the officials must 
conduct regular inspections in school and punish the 
irregular and insincere teachers. 

, i i 

The next issue related to the problems faced in 
understanding the course. Shri Sushil and Shri Awadhesh said 
that the text and language of the books was easily 
understandable . The participants thus had no suggestions to 
offer in this regard. 

Issue number 7 was ’what are the problems the children 
in general and girls in particular face in terms of physical 
facilities?* Shri Ram Kishan and Shri Awadhesh complained 
that the school was far away from their homes and the path to 
the school become water-logged during the rains. Shri 
Jagdish and Shri Akbar complained that the school also did 
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nut have a toilet and safe source; of drinking water. 
Although there was vacant land in front of the school it was 

not developed as a play g round and the school had no games 

material. Bhri Jagdish, Shri Siya Ram and Sh r i Awadhesh were 
of the view that, the school should have all the basic 

facilities if it has to function effectively. These 

facilities must be provided at the earliest. They also 
suggested brick-soling of the path leading to school. 

The next issue related to the existence of welfare 
schemes for school going children. Shri Akbar, Shri Siya Ram 
and Shri Awadhesh informed that all children who had SO per 
cent attendance in school were getting 3 kgs. rice per 
student per month. All Scheduled Castes and some Muslims 
children were also getting scholarship at the rate of Rs.12 
per month. However, most of the participants were not 
satisfied with the working of the distribution of rice 
schemes as they felt that the supplier who distributed the 
rice was not sincere. The distribution was irregular and the 
quantity distributed was also not 3 kgs. Shri Lalta Prasad 
suggested that the school teachers should be given 
res pons i bi 1 i ty of distributing the rice. In fact, he said, 
it would be; better if mid-day meals are given to the children 
as it would encourage them to attend school regularly. 

The next issue for discussion was ’what are your 
expectations from the school system?* Shri Sushi 1 Kumar * 

« i l 

expected the school should have a decent building with one 
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room for each class and necessary basic facilities and 
separate teachers for each class. Smt . Indira expected the 
school to have trained, sincere and preferably lady teachers . 
She also thought it would make the teaching meaningful if 
some vocational training to boys and in handicrafts to girls 
is also imparted in the school. In order to increase 
enrolment and attendance she suggested that mid-day meals 
should be provided to children in the school. Shr i Akbar and 
Shri Siya Ram expected the school to be centrally located. 
The study materials should b'a provided to rural children by 
the school. Shri Ram K i shan and Shri Lalta expected the 
school to have a play ground with some games material. Smt. 
Vimla and Shri Akbar expected the school holidays to coincide 
with the agricultural seasons c*nd Shri Jagdish expected the 
school to have at 1 e a s t one lady teacher. He also expected 
the teachers to pay greater attention to weak students so 
that they do not lose interest in their studies. 

Issue number 10 related to the ways in which the above 
constraints could be overcame. Smt. Indira and Shri Sushil 
felt that small awards should be introduced for students who 
remain regular throughout the year. Further, parents 
completing literacy classess and whose school going age 
children were enrolled in school should be given preference 
in assistance under I RDF and TRYSF.M. This would attract both 
the children and parents to the school . Further , they 
suggested enhancement of the amount of stipend to about Rs.30 
per month which should be further raised Rs .40 in class IV so 
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that the poor parent do not feel burdened by their schooling. 
Shri Lai ta Prasad felt the school must have an adequate 
building with all the necessary facilities. It should be 
proper ly maintained. Its working should also show that the 
time children spend there is really useful and meaningful for 
them . These conditions will automatically convince the 
parents about the utility of school education for their 
children. 

The last issue related to the ways in which the 
community can participate in overcoming the constraints. 
Shri Lalta Prasad, Shri Jagdish and Smt . Vimla said that the 
community leaders arid elders must try to convince the parents 
of school going age children not to engage them in household, 
agriculture work and in the care of siblings. They must also 
persuade them for (a) getting the un-enro 1 led children 
enrolled^ (b) taking interest in their regular attendance; 
and, (c) preventing early withdrawal of children from school 
without completing primary education. The community leaders 
and elders can a 1 s o influence the teachers for proper working 
o f t h e s c h o a 1 . They c a n a 1 s o' ; c a m p e 1 1 t h e P r a d h a n a n d <3 r a m 
Sabha members to take active interest in : (a) creating an 
environment favourable to education of children; (b> the 
working of school by maintaining close ; contacts with teachers 
and education officials; and (c) solving the problems of 
teachers and school going children. Through the efforts of 
community leaders the Gram Sabha can effectively play a 
significant role in this regard. 
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7 - TILLAGE 


•J amuimi ya 


Pocue Group Dl.ouooion wee held ln vi 
block Kant. The block ^-uniya o, 

populstl ^ ““ S ° leCtM “ “• «it«Xoa of mlxec 

" “ d U ' e “« tor th . , M< 

reason. fl mong the p „ Uc 

J thr ” each “»r« Muslims, and 
ie uled Castes and two each he 1 

belonging to the General and 
Uther Backward Castes. The di-cuss! 

t „ US,1 " n he “ °n December 

1996 and lasted for about 

' our hour * from 09: 00 AM. The 

background of the participants in the discussion is • 

Table 7. ° n ib 9±ven 


I ^"~ / 1 jamuniya UF parentb participated in fgd AT VILLAGE 


Name 


Shaukat Ali 
Ram Nath 
Ram Prasad 
Ashraf Ali 
Shiv Gupta 
Smt. Ram Piyari 
Smt. Sunari 
Laxmi Prasad 
Naresh 

Md. Ahmed Khan 


Ajc Caste Education Occupation Position 
in vi Hag 


M SO Muslim - 
M 45 OBC 
M 30 SC ixth 

M 26 Muslim - - 
M 36 Gen xth 

F 46 SC - . 

F 40 OBC 

N 36 Gen 

M 30 SC 

M 47 Muslim 


XII th 
Xth 


Cultivation 

Cul ti vat i on 

Cultivation 
Cul ti vation 
Cultivation 
Labour 
Housewife 
Service 
Cult i vat i on 
Cultivation 


Ex-Pradh 

Panchaya 
Member 
Pan chaya 
Mernhe r 
Parent 

Parent 

Parent- 

Parent 

Teacher 

Parent 

Parent 
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As is evident the group comprised eight males and two 
•females. The participants included an Ex~P radhan , a. teacher 
and two members of the village Panchayat. Four of the 
participants were educated between class IX and Intermediate. 
The summary of the discussion is given below. 

Result o -F the Discussion 

The first issue put to the participants for discussion 
was ’do you feel education as imparted by schools to be 
important for your children?’ Shri Shaukat Ali and Sbri Shiv 
Gupta maintained that schooling of children was very 
important as it help them in the development of their 
personality, good character and manners . Shri Ram Math added 
that education of boys and girls was equally important which 
generate confidence among them. Smt . Sunari informed that 
girls in their village are more interested than boys in 
attending school. Shri Mar esh and Smt. Ram Piyari felt that 
it was due to the fact that boys are generally engaged in 
activities related to cultivation as some parents feel that 
there is no immediate economic return of the school education 
whereas by helping thier poor parents they can contribute to 
the income of the family. These observations were supported 

by Smt. Sunari and Shri Laxrni Prasad. ; 

.11 

The next issue was ’why are girls being taken out of 
school more quickly than boys?' Shri Shiv Gupta vehemental 1 y 


" 9irIS «« from school . ’ 

However . school quickly 

However, some participants agreed , ha , 

withdraw girl, , 80m9 p< ' rl5 " t ' i 

fro. school earner tha nl> o ys . T . 

household work, care of siMlno, 

material ■ "on-ava i lahi l i ty s tudy 

*n time and poor economic condition, of 

wiicu Hons, of parent, si as 

main r ***° n « for such a trend Bhri » 
when oir, N *th said that 

glrls ar<? withdrawn from . r ,. nnl t( 

. t , '° 01 th ®y help their parents 

n the hQ usehold work and look aft • , 

took after siblings. 

S h r i As h r a F A J i a n n * * . 

1 1 ohr i Lax m i Pn c . * .4 

* ra&ad s u g o © % % f* h t k ... * t 

r 

U,dt parents can realise fhst it ■ 

-- r-hat it is useful to send thier 

daughters to school. Further * r i , 

to schools should provide support 

^ y i f 1 students in thf-A r 

adogu.t " " b ° 0kS *" d - r "^ioner y and an 

adequate amount of stipend so thvr tt ■ 

f oa ,0 that their education i s not 

(-on side red a burden on parents. 

Issue number 4 related to the specif ir 
children of ld , ntl ,. „ . ' Pr ° blM ' S that 

^ ” Ci>U >' disadvantaged group 

iei ul ed Castes and Muslims! faced in 
Shri o ‘ terms ° f schooling. 

t Ram N ' ,U ’ and Shri — complained that the local 
-chers do not take interest in teaching. They are usuall 

” 9 " d th ° ir h “~ d — - they are in school 

tliey waste their time in iur t 

B , . JU&t 9 0 **i»ing. Smt . R am Piyart 

Brved that ' due to poverty, parent*- j- 1 
„ . , P tj belonging to this group 

•find it dif f i r,,i t 1 J f 

U t0 ar,a " 9 ' «udy materia! for tl.i 
children in tlm . . , the,r 

dt „. „ ‘ “ P ° V,,rty *— °f ‘hem face 

^ l " P-PT Clothes for their school mi ™ 
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girls. They either do not enroll their da„,h, 

neir daughters or do not 

take interest in 1 1~ _ 1 „ 

re9Ular aUendance - Shri Shaukat Ali 

and Mohd. Ahmad Kh„, 

, „ ’ U39eSte ‘‘ *»« in P».c. of local 

eache teachers from other villages should he posted in 

*"■ aC '’° 01 *° that th * y *'»y «>. school for full timp 

1,6 ‘ Ul ° 01 "' U5t al ‘° '' rOVld ° >«•» one set of c.othes per 

l ° 9lrlS bel °" 9in9 •>- — - - ‘heir regularity 
is to be maintained. 

ihe next issue wa«; * . .u 

was what .are the ; probl ems girls of other 

Sf-oup and children of identified socially h • 

socially disadvantaged group 

in school in terms of teachers attitude and peer group 

attitude Bhri Shiv Gupta and Sbri Ram Prasad eomplMn . d 

that U,e teaChGrS SOmetifrte ^ a harsh manner and hit 

^ . 9irlS -- ^-r mistakes due to which girls were 

a ■( raid of go i n g to sc h o o ] . j k „ t . 

teachers are generally 

irregular insincere. ,They do not take interest. in 

teaching due to which children feel neglected. Since cost of 
the children belonging to this group are weaP in thi . r 
studies they suffer cost. In the absence of f. Ml . teachers 

the girl, also fMl ignored by the teachers. The peer group 

attitude was however frienriiv ol . . 

f r i end ly . Shri Laxrni Prasad suggested 

that teachers »,t be given in service training after a 
certain period. They ,„ust be „,e de to understand not to hit 

and ‘hem in a proper „,an„er. Shri Shanhat 

suggested that there is a strong need to involve Gras, 

Pradhan in the supervision of school and < „ 

s ciioo i and in maintaining a 

check on the activities of teachers. 
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The ne «t issue related to * u 

*tcd to the problems faced in 

underst an d i n o 1 1 -, « 

9 l| ie course. Shri Ash^f A1 . 

Aahraf Ali end shrl shi(/ 

' " ld t,Mt th * »*"9U* 9 . and t .„t of th . book . 

aa.lly understandable for th , [M ( 

. u „„ t . d tlMt bhriL * :<mi — ' 
, pprJa] . 1 th * “°° k •*•«- include a om e 

Z S ^ thC — - - - two ehvt . r> . 

inis will ma k e t h & t <** u t i , 

children. ' ' ' ‘"‘""“"O the 

I..u. number 7 , f -cusslon related t „ ^ prQbi _ 

that the children in general and girl, in r t . 

J ris in particular face j n 
terms of physical facilities r, ■ M 

’ ° hri Naresh and Shri Laxml 
tcasad complained that the school buiidim 

1 0uxidl ng was not at all 

cl © cj u at© « x t s j n r *i t i r% r% 4 

f , ‘ “ SUCh that children have to no 

through someor.es fi e]d whlrh , t 

“"‘th gets during the 

‘ 9M50nS a " d Th * scf '00l also did not have 

; r tOUet ' * ,ilf * water . In th . plfly 

ground people tie their cattle. Shri { 

' Jhri Shlv Gupta suggested 

' ‘ ' - £ ' ld ^ « hand pump should be provided in school 

aU a to ilel must be constructed on a 

uctcd on a priority basis as 

thil « r « n pa r t i c u 1 a r 1 v o i r i P 

J aCe 9reat inconvenience due to 

l,e absence °f this facility. 

ThG neXt 1SSUG operation of the welfare 

& cherries for school going children. Shri Ram Prasad and Smt 

RM ' that a n children who had ao per ^ 

attendance in school „r« getting 3 kgs. rice per student per 
All Scheduled Castes and Muslim children were also 
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getting stipend at the rate of' R s 12 Der 

+J ‘ ^ per month. M os t of the 

participants observed that on the day rice is d - t •, 

-heel ls cl€19ed . distributed the 

‘ d0ne on the pretext that it will 
a c. i 1 1 1 a t e children to c o 1 1 p r t n ■ 

tOUe ‘ t share of rice. The 

’ is that the teacher, w . nt 

hnl , . ' erS want ar > addi tonal 

holiday. Smt. Sunari suggested th«t n 

,H«t + % thS ricG should be 

distributed within the school so that schno, < 

school is not closed on 

«* false pretext. 

Issue number 9 related to the exoect-.-M 

,tf expectations of t he 

participants from the , 

" school system c h rj 

y " tm “ >->hri bhaukat A3 i 

expected the srhoni i „ i 

- ■ have an adequate building and at least 

one lady teacher. Shri Ram Nath and Shri p 

t , nd bhri R * m Prasad expected 

16 SCh0Ql shou3d ^ve sincere and punctual t , 

punctual teachers who also 

7* ni2e reCreati °" al children and parent, „ 

pj - PeOPl ° ar ‘ aUr “ Udt " Mrt! '“' •chool. S„,t. Rm ' 

ySrl 8KP9Cted ^ “ h ~* pro v i de booX, to all school 

going children and one set of c 1 n t h » 

°f clothes per year to all girls 

belonging to poor families. Shri Lavm< p 

ohfi Laxmi Prasad expected all 

ch 1 1 dreri to be treated equall y b y teacher, irrespective of 

-ground. Shri.areeh ejected the 

-hool to have teacher, who are polite whe do not behave in a 

harsh manner r'artinil -n-U/ . „ .. 

1 1.1 c.uiar ly with girls. 

fhe neKt issue related to the wave • 

wa ys in which the 

constraints can be overcome. Mohd Ahnwa i u k 

“ Ahniad Khar > suggested that 
inspections by education official „Lst r„ 

15 must be conducted from 

" t0 Ume ^ the insincere teacher. mus t be 

Punished. The schoo! should be M de an i mF , or tant centre of 
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activity for all j. n the viliaae a,_. 

■9 « Aanganwadi, non— formal 

education classes , adult 1 it „ 

U Uterac y classes, cultural 
P r ° g r MWiii) 0 & as well ^ _ . 

as pr.mary -classes should also be 

C ° ndUCt * d lB th ° * Ch ° t ' 1 dUrIn9 timings. Thie „ ould 

attract all the segments of the .ill,,, population. 

last issue was the way, in „ hlch the tommunity 

Participate in the constraints. Shri Naresh and 

vltfit . Buna r i suggested thai + i- = 

,e community leaders should 

impress upon the parents nnt t„ 

Parents not to engage their young children 

in household work and in the care of sibling, a t teas,. during 

school hours. instead, they must be enrolled and encouraged 

tC> to attend school regularly. Further * t 

y f urther , a creche must be 

o pen 0 d i n the villa a p * n t h ... + + . 

Village so that the working mothers can !eave 

the! r t o d d 1 e r $ t h e r e a n a ,hi 

' aUd Chlldren Particularly girls are 

s r& v & d fro m the res p o n si b i 1 i t v n 4 % t -» i . * 

1 rjlllty oi taking, care of their younger 

and sisters. This facility can be arranged either 

by the Gram Sabha or some voluntary agency working in the 

rural areas of the district. 


■B » VILLAGE MOHANPUR 


Focua Group Dlacu.alon ... held In villa S e Hohanpur of 
block Kent. The block was selected on the basis of the mined 
Character of its population and the village was also selected 
for the same reason. Three participants belonged to the 





General Cast e s „ t h r e e t o tho n t 

t . _ ther Backward Castes, three to 

the SChedUl6d C -t.. and one was a MusUm . Th# . 

held on December 3 199 , i-cu..sion was 

h lf ' an lasted for a hout three and a 

■alf hours from 11:00 AM Th _ h . 

in th, di fi3Ck9r “ und ° f t». Participant* 

*» 9 iv.n i„ Table S. 

! »Sg R 0F PARTICIPATED in FGB at VIU.AOE 


Name 


Ramesh C hand 




Ram Autar 
Aagare Lai 
Ram Prasad 
Hari. Ram 
Sa b i r 
Smt . Munni. Devi 
Smt. Sukh Rani 
Vi re s h Sa h aya 


Sex 

Age 

C < : \ s t © 

B d u c a t i 0 ri 0 c c u pa t i 0 n 

Position 

— — ™ 





in village 

M 

34 

Gen 

Xth 

Cult i vat i or 

i Parent 

Singh F 

■ 40 

Gen 

XII,BT0 

Be r v i ©e 

Aanganwad i 

M 

30 

OBC 

Xllth 

Service 

Worker 

Teacher 

M 

43 

SC 

Xllth 

Service 

Teacher 

M 

43 

sc 

BA 

Cultivation 

Parent 

M 

40 

OBC 

Xth 

Cultivation 

Parent 

M 

3 H 

Musi im 

VIII th 

Cul t i vat ion 

Parent 

• F 

33 

SC 

Vth 

Housewife 

Parent 

F 

40 

OBC. 

- 

House wi f e 

Parent 

M 

41 

Gen 

Xth 

Cultivation 

Parent 


AO is .vW.nt the 9 roup comprise s, ve „ maios a„ d thre8 

„ rk . r ° nS ^ '•«>• — ipants was „ fla „_ 

ond two male participants were teachers. Except 

th ° PartlCipi ’ nt = — educated between Class V and B A 
^e summary of the discussion is given below. 


1 

on© 
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o -F t k_ . 

lh ® discuss ! ort 


The firat ieau * diecuaeion va. . do 

was clo you £aa1 

education as imparted by schools to f, P • 

children?' o, ' important for yoU r 

' ? ohri Rsn, esh Chand, 8mt. Asha D^t 

, Jha Devi and some others 

"*‘ 1, ’ t '* Ined that schooling of children M , vorv ( 

* ln “ 11 enhance! the confidence „„ . mpoftant 

thee , . lidence among children which heips 

them in ail walks of life, rt * , « 

. hniit 11 alSO cre nttes consciousness 

about punctuality, discipline, health r 

P . health care and cleanliness 

Education was the h^in ■ t . s ' 

was of the view " 9 ° f BVSry CMld - — 

b„ y , ‘ edUCati " n *«““* —ant for both 

.cuvnt. . Ed ""'' ed 9lr “ >— oid 

air . a . . ° b0tler Way " HoWever ’ Smt. Munni Devi 

add :: ih " edUCat:i ° n W * S m ° re for boys, as they 

:: • famiiy in ‘~ -- — — — ■ 
" ,t8r thSlr P '' rentS *" old age. Girls , et 

m 7 16d and - — th. y do not have to J rk 

outside the house. Their Drimsrw 

work f‘ rimar y responsibility is household 

“ ,,lch th «y hove to be proficient n r . 

ent * schools do not 

Ch th ™ about “Oh responsibilities. F ur ther r , 
it H( „ ‘her. people find 

U< * 1 cult t„ get a match easily for t ,„, 

TI . y +C,r thGlr daughters if 

-hey are educated. Shri Aaoare i A i 

•)hri „ „ , gr ° e ‘ 1 ““ h thesa Pie»s. 

“ A “ tar ’ however, observed that girl, , 

*»™ serious than boy, tn . tud . 9ant ‘ ra ‘ ly 

y *" ituJ yi"g- They are however 

-vented fro m attending the school regulariy and i„ 

ng their primary education 1 due to 

uuc lo a number of 

e resistances such as poverty of parents and social customs, 
number of participants suggested the dram Sabha, Voluntary 
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agencies and community elders «ho„is , 

” ShOUld ‘f'- upon parents 

n education was anmi •» . 

, nl „ 1 “ Y lmP ° rtant f ° r b °y s and girls 

they, particularly girla must be 

senl to school and 

allowed to complete their- r < 

M 6 T,f,eir Primary education. 

The next issue was ’why are airlts h • 

^irls being taken out of 

school more quickly than boys?’ Shri Rsno , ,, 

( y Jhri Rames h Chand, Shri 

1,: * nd t 8hrt Ra * pr - d =»- ■«*-> ~ h .u.. hold 

; poverty and a negative attitude of parents towards 

' — «on as the Mln reasons tor It. Sm t. Sukh R , nl 

l . MU '’ ni B "' i ^ - general ly more 

interested than boys in Their «r • 

V U,„l, studies. They, however, have 

. . aVe * Ch0 ° l ™ either find it difficult 

afford even the small cost of their education or feel it has 

no utility for them or they do not l lke their 7-a „ 

,e ur,eir years old 

9lrlS SlUi " 9 Wllh b0yi *" -Pool. Shri Ramesh Chand 

““ that — withdrawn from school they help 

““r m ° therS *" th » household work . Some of them are also 
»n 9 *ged in stitching and embroidery. To h . lp girl / to 

complete schooling the government must, provide help' ln ' the ‘ 

f0r "' ° f 3tlPend “ f a " ‘‘ ded “ at » — -nt and the course ln the 

school. Should also include trainino in 

-* n some handicrafts, 

tailoring, embroidery, etc. 

Issue number « reiated to the specific probiems that 
Children of the identified socially disadvantaged group face 

" ter "' 3 ° f BTi Hari Ram, Shri Ram fi utar and 

Bukh Rani observed that the text of the books was 
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under s tan dab 1 e but the contents were not interesting as they 
do not represent the village environment . Further, the 
course is of a standard higher than that of the mental level 
of children belonging to this group. ! The teachers do not pay 
proper attention to the students who also do not get any help 
from their parents in their studies as they are mostly 
illiterate. Due to poverty parents feel difficulty in 

arranging books and stationery in time. The girls students 
need proper clothes for going to school which their parents 
find difficult to arrange. This results in their irregular 
attendance in school. Bhri Ramesh Chand suggested that if 
girls' education is to be encouraged the government should 
give stipend, free books and stationery and at least one set 
of clothes to the girls belonging to the disadvantaged group. 

The next issue was 'what are the problems girls of other 

group and children of identified socially disadvantaged group 

face in school 'in terms of teachers attitude and peer group 

attitude?’ Shri Ram Prasad and Shri Hari Ram said that the 

teachers do not pay adequate attention to the students. 

Generally they have an indifferent attitude towards the weak 

students. Since children belonging to this group were 

generally weak and irregular they suffer most. Children do 

not have any complaint of di s cr iniinat i on on caste basis. 

. i i 

There is, however , a feeling of economic status due to which 
children belonging to better-off families do not mix closely 
with those from the poor families. Shri Viresh Sahaya 

suggested that the teachers should see that children mix with 


I 


: JltS 
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each other and that they do not have , * 

l,ave a deling of superiority 

lnf " ri0rUy * m0 " a th “- 1 atmosphere has to be 

” alntalned the SCh “ 01 ” *-»* thU.ren do not from 

any kind of complex. 


ISSUe " UmbSr " relaUd Probl.« faced jn 

Under5tand1 " 3 thS -vi informed t „, t 

although the language of the books „as easiZy understandable 

same of the cnntent.- 

*■ ton tent*. were diffinnt * 

1+flcuIt tc > understand 

:rr t,y the weak chiidrim ' shri 

he text of the boohs be simplified so that the children 

can understand it, easily. Beside. th „ , 

y Us tides, the books should include 

easily understandable poems and chapters on important 

religious pl aC e s of the district and about great men and 
heroes of the country. 

fhe UeKt 1S5Ue Wa5 ’ Whal are Uie Problems children in 
general and girls in particular face in terms of physical 

Shri Viresh, Shri Hari Ram and Smt . Sukhrani 
complained that the school building Ma in „ dllapidated 

condition and it does not have a toilet. There are no game, 
material of any kind. Shri Sabir suggested that a toll „ t 
must be immediately constructed in school as the children and 
particularly girls face great inconvenience. 

Issue number 8 related to the ™„ 3r , schemes in . 
operation for school going children.' Shri Aagare Lai and 

Shr ‘ Har ‘ Ri "'' inf °"" ed t^t all Scheduled Castes children 

«ere getting stipend at th. rate of R,.12 per month. Au 
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children who had SO per cent a t tanH 

gettino , . *tt»„ d « nce in , chBol usre 

jeLiiny 3 kgs. rice per student r 

were t . " 0nth - S ™e participants 

not satisfied with the work inn *f 

Munni n • ' J f these scheme s. Smt . 

Devx and Shri Aaqare i *- 

1 observed that the stipend 
amount was meagre and 3 kgs. rice per 1 L 

y fj.ce per month was incni'c,- 

f n . . insufficient 

° r ch ildren. Shri Ramesh rf an n 
must be si SUSI9eSt5d that the stipend 

be given on th . basis or economic condltlDn , of 
, cuuai cions Of parents, 

instead of the raetn 

yearly f’ ■ - -W » lhl view th#t 

yearly financial support m ,,-t •, 

qoln , . , U!,t fll5 ° bS Provl M to an school 

3 lruj girls so that it. can meet tf B 

Of clothes. ““ ° f at lea5t "« •« 


The next issue related to the eyre,,. 

* ,ne expectations of the 

7 1C ; P3ntS the “ Shri Ram Autar expected 

I, 1 bU,ldl " S Sh °“ ld - —V repaired and it should 

have adequate number of class rooms. Smt El , H ■ 

+ 1 . omt " £>ukhrani expected 

•e school to have a toilet „ t 

. ’ an lndla Mark H handpump, a 

play ground, and aam»<r • , 

games material. Shri Sabir expected th. 

school to provide mid-day meals to tto + 

y r,ea 1 to the students in place of 3 

S *’ r ‘ C *- Sh ” Vlr.sh expected the school to 

school to provide to 

•ildren of poor families books and -tats 

‘■•--nd stationery. Shri Aagari 

Lai expected the school to have more lady teach 

0 Iad y teacher s and Smt 

^ *» — f - treated equal, y ^ 

-boox. Shri Hari Ram expected the school to have sincere 

cac "e rs who tahe interest in the studies of aU chndren 
particularly girls. 

Issue number 10 related to the „a V8 . . . 

wa ^ s in which the 

constraints experienced r^n 

lenced can be overcome. Shri Ramesh Chand. 
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s ^ri R am Prv . ■ , 

d clnd som s others were of th 

re of the view that + . 

government,' Gram e-c H . J that the 

' Sabha and social Voluntary n 
should come together to Organizations 

the r M ‘ ' Cr6ate aWareness «™ng parents about 

h " be " efitS •' education for th . lr 

ecganise cultural h "" They shoultl 

they try " — mmes through „ Mch 

y y t0 the parents about tb . - 

school education r ' lrr, f JO rl5 n ce of 

ducation of children in general . .. 

particular Tn - rJ girls in 

encourage children they should A i 

some student «• r also award 

i-uaenta who remain reail1ai , . 

1 e g u i a r i n « r h n n i 

performance in _ -1 and whose 

e ni examinations wsc 

ta , Was exemplary » To en 

teachers to perform their duties ■■ encourage 

overan . ' »mcer.l y , teachers for 

overall good performance sho..i h i. 

a 5,0 he awarded. 

The last issue reiated to the ways in which 

-.unity can help in overcoming the constraints. Shri Rs „ 

Prasad arid Sir , t aa „ • 1 Rc * m 

omt. Asha Devi said that tt- Q 

elders can , community leaders/ 

can impress u o n n + u 

children « ' Pc,rents not to engage their 

C " eSP ' Cla “ y household work a„ d in 

° f siblings during school timings and tt ev t " ^ 

-haol for their better fuluro 

of education , A^reness about the benefits 

education must also be created 
the school teachers, Gram r - u ' 

that they send U t " ^ ~ - -la! workers so 
end their children to school. Further 
should be opened in ,k he ' ' "eche 

the Village by the Gram Sabha so that tb 

Work i„S mothers can ieeve ,e . 

leave their toddlers a 4 

r es pons i bi 1 i ty of looking after sibli a 

J ^ier siblings does not rest nn + k 

^ «•>•«! 90 ing age children. 
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S> « 


VILLAGE 


sanda 


Mjrv roup — sanda o 

M ; rhe M ° ck . laro , 
population and the village was also , 

•— —on. Nine t . , ? 3150 t». 

lc of the ten parti ci cant « „ * . 

s- ‘"U-Apanis xn the di«rn «=<-,■ 

Muslims while one h„, 

. . " bel ° n 3 * d l ° the General Castes Tr 

^ISCUSS 3 On wae i- i j » ** * * h e 

° n held on December 6 ' iW . , , 

three and a ha, f hour, r 

. f . ' from 11:00 AM. The background of tie 

participants in the discussion 3i 

on is given m Table 9. 


~" WjLJ2 ' sanda LE 0F PA,it;NTS participated IN fgd AT village 


Name 

Prem Kr . Awasthi 
l-iaquat A3, i 
Mehboob 
Noor Hassan 
Sint. Noor Jahan 
Srnt . Rehana 
Smt. Sarwari 
Ali Hasan 
Karam Ali 
Smt . Zahera Begum 


So« Age Caste Education Occupation Position 
in villa.: 


M 

M 

M 

M 

F 

F 

F 

M 

M 

F 


46 Gen BA, LLB 
42 Muslim XII th 
45 Muslim - 
38 Muslim - 
40 Muslim - 
33 Muslim 
30 Muslim Xth 

38 Muslim Vllith 
43 Muslim Vth 

39 Mus 1 im - 


Advocate 
Cultivation 
Cultivation 
Cul t i vat i on 
Housewi f e 
Housewife . 
Farming 
Cultivation 
Cul t i vat i on 
Housewife 


Pradhan 

Block 

Pramukh 

Parent 


Parent 

Parent 

Parent 

Parent 

Par ent 

Paren t 

Parent 


As is evident the group r nmn , • , 

fp , " p 1 sed si, < males and four 

females. One of tha „ four 

ot them was the P rant- 

Pramukh - Education-wise one ' ^ ^ ^ ^ 

wise, one was an advnr-,t „ l. 

in law wm * advocate having degree 

“ ■ Law while four ntho,. 

were educated between Cl«c ,, 

•Intermediate tk ’ ass ^ and 

mediate . The summary of the d isr„c= c • 

discussion is given below. 


° ^ the Discuss! 


on 


Th6 firat question put to -tk 
discus* i he Participants f Cr 

discussion was Mo you f eel educate 

cation a s i w r»a r t p ri §- v/ , 

to be important P by sch oo]. s 

P nt f ° r y ° ur '*Uare „?■ Shri Prem Kr . 
some other, mll „, . , A»asthl 

maintained that schooling of children „„ 

very important as it helped them to , tand on th . 

It helo ,, h181 ' °" n 'set. 

elp lhem get respect in the ■ * 

n the society and develop, 
confidence. jt hp!n<r • , vel ° r ' 

•PS m development of their personalitv 
good chararth. unrU x ty, 

aracter, manners and behaviour. A11 the5e 

help them do better in a,, ,, ’ daUttes 

ln Al1 walks of Hf e e hH . . 

observed th * hri Lla 'iuat Ali 

uuserved that all the wi t 1 

ne villagers attached equal i„ r „ t 
the „ 4 . . equal importance to 

education of both boys and girls as th . ... 

giving equal orr t • - ty bellev ed in 

^ al opportunities to both. They also 

educated girls „ n ^ Y ^ th * nk 

can get spouse from better families and tr 
can manaae th oJ ^ d lhey 

9 U,eir h0U5eh0ld ««viti„ and loot after tr • 
families in , . t , * r their 

better way. Shri Mehbook h 
contradicten c- • • k, however, 

adi cted Shri Liaquat and said that 

5aia ^nat some parents PK .«^ 

sending only boys to school T h P er 

V SCh ° 0l “ They educating girls is 
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a Mste ° f tlm ' «'th. y ,.t «„ ied and ao 

have to be proficient in h , ^ ^ ^ 

Hassan agreed that '° ld work only. Shri Noor 

that !Me parents do not send girls , 

SS the >- d ° not li ke their 7-a v SCh ° o1 

7 8 years °ld daughters to a tt D 
co-education school. Th . . attend a 

tl- By & * er ** bem to study Quran 

th -l° gy . However , those enrolled 

school than boys bee- ^ l ’ e9ular in 

y- bt cause parents enoaoe th ■ 
agriculture relatcH sons in 

related work through which chin 

contribute, directlv ■ r * n Sre able to 

0Ctl y O'" indirectly, to th» • 

Besides. due to illf , ° f the 

realiee the i„ t ^ they do not 

H-ortanc. of SC hooi educa 

children. To i „ v for thier 

P 6 “ttendanc. of boys an d , 

girls in school t- a enrolment of 

8 SU9gested that the government m, t 
free books and stvMn 1 must provide 

nery and stipend to the children 

families. Further, parents „ P “" r 

F nt, rriu s t p m a 

. UL ' lilHaB (HWrtre? n 4> ti. 

importance of education „ tbe 

c uucat ion of their children o 

m __ t . 1 1 idren . Pa rent-tea che r 

meet trigs should also be oroani.^ • 

organised in the school from t • 

time so that r * irom ilme to 

u ^riat parents not -v 

^ yet a n port un i tv + _ « 

' 1 nullity lo know ahnnt + . 

working and utility of school. ' ' ' 

issue number P u,-,- * , ,l. 

,y are 3 i r 1 s being taken out s- 
School more quick) v f h „ » of 

gir.s yS? ' S " 1 - N-cJnhan denied thn, 

girls were be Inn t -,l . ( ' r,rf t 

uting laken out of erKnni 

1 scriool more quicHw 1 1 - 

at tha _ » fuicKiy than boys 

imary level. However, Smt. Rehana, Smt 7 -k 

s mt. Sarwari observed that girls " ^ *° d 

1 girls were withdrawn from srl-n i 
sometimes d.„ + school 

due to poverty, social rnct 

parents c and of 

■ b ° me poor "ts find it difficult to , 

related CUlt to be ^r school 

flAted e;< P©nses ; some do not like „„ 

not like sending 7-8 years old 
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9lrlS *° SCh ° 01 study along with . 

their help in h YS ’ " hlle - some nesd 

P ln household work Al . . + 

Purpose. The girlc be ' 6 ^ th * m for ^.is 

become irregular in their cl„« 
ultimately lose interest in , and 

girls u, Ch ° 0l “ Shri Karan All said that 

9lrlS W6re interested in studyino th 

, uymg. They also perform i- Q t + 

ln ' school. However . P better 

r when withdrawn from Sf t nn1 

household work th ®y 

K and loo '< after sibli nn . 

suggested that tn 9 ’’“ ° mt " Re hana 

encourage girls to study tie 

must provide free hmi Y government 

Ue books , stationery and 

* U P e nd to girl. of ’ ‘ eC,Uate amount of 

be sufficient t , n,: 1 The stipend amount should 

‘ tQ mMt "'ir requ i remen t of bortr t 

pr ° per clothes . This help win ” ' a " d 
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fls far « the language 
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and contents of the text books is concerned Shri Mehbood and 
Srrit . Noor J ehan , felt that they were unfamiliar and not so 
useful . The di f f i cul t words pose problem to understand them 
by the children belonging to urdu speaking families. Smt . 
Sarwar i felt the facility of teaching urdu is not adequate. 
As the urdu teacher has also to teach other subjects he pays 
little attention towards teaching of this language . She also 
observed that lack of lady teachers work as a deterent for 
girls in general and those who are weak in thier studies in 
particular. Shri Moor Has s an suggested that lady terachers 
should be posted in the school. Besides, teachers should be 
trained so that they deal with students softly and properly. 
This is very important for girls. He also suggested that the 
government should also provide monetary help in the form of 
additional stipend to girls so that their poor parents can 
arrange books etc. and reasonable clothes for them. 

The next issue was ' what are the problems girls of other 

group and children of socially disadvantaged group face in 

school in terms of teachers' attitude and peer group 

, I i 

attitude?' Shri Ali Hassan and Shri Karam All observed that, 
the teachers' attitude towards students was not proper. They 
are generally harsh in their behaviour and sometimes they 
even hit them badly. They behave in the same way with girls 
also. The peer group attitude was, however, friendly. Shri 
Prem Awasthi suggested that teachers be given training in 
dealing with children so that their behaviour towards them is 

■ V 

sympathetic. Further, Shri Karam Ali suggested that the 
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Pradhan should be given powers to check the working of 
teachers . 

The next issue for discussion was ' what are the problems 
faced in the understanding of the course?* Shri A1 i Hassan, 
Shri Mehbook and Shri Liaquat Ali observed that the language 
and text of the books does pose some problem in understanding 
them during the first two years of schooling because of 
unfamiliarity of children from urdu speaking families with 
some difficult Hindi words. The contents were more urbanised 
and uninteresting for the children belonging to illiterate 
rural families. 

Issue number 7 was ’ what are the problems children in 
general and girls in particular face in terms of physical 
facilities?* Smt . Rehana and Shri Ali Hassan complained that 
the school did not have a toilet due. to which children 
particularly girls faced great rn convene ince . They also 
pointed out that there was no play ground in the school. 
Shri Karam Ali suggested that a toilet must be constructed 
immediately and arrangement should also be made for a play 
ground and some games material in the school so that children 
do not waste their time in gossiping or quarelling. 

The next issue related to the existence of welfare 
schemes for school going children. Smt . No o r Jahan and Shri 
Noor Hassan informed that all children were getting 3 kgs. 
rice per month . All Scheduled CAs t es children were also 
getting stipend at the rate of Rs.1?. per month. Most of the 
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participants were, however, not, satisfied with the working of 
these schemes . They complained that rice was not given in 
the right quantity and the amount of stipend was meagre which 
did not serve any purpose. Sh r i Prem Awasthi and Smt . 
Sarwari suggested that the arrangement for distribution of 

'i 

rice must be transferred to the village pradhan and the 
school Head Master. Further the value of the stipend must be 
raised to at least (Is. 300 per year, to make it meaningful. 

The next issue related to the expectations of the 
par t i c i pants from the school system . Shr i Me h boob and Smt . 
No or Jahan expected the school to have punctual , sincere and 
sympathetic teachers and the building should be decent with 
adequate number of rooms . The building should be properly 
maintained. It must have all the basic facilities such as 
Durries for seating, electricity, black board, furniture for 
teachers, a toilet, an India Mark XI hand pump , a play ground 
and games material. Sh r i Moor Hassan expected the school to 
organise entertainment programmes every month . Smt . Rehana 
expected the school to provide mid-day meals to the children. 
Shri Ali Hassan expected the school to be close to their 
homes and Smt. Zahera expected the school to provide study 
material to all students . Shri Karam Ali and Shri Prem 
Awasthi expected all children to be treated equally by the 
teachers and the teachers" behaviour should be a source of 
encouragement for children in general and girls in 
particular . Shri Liaquat Ali expected the school holidays to 
coincide with the agricultural seasons and local festivals 
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and Smt. Sarwari expected the school to have at least one 
lady teacher. 


Issue number 10 was ’whet are the ways to overcome the 
constraints?' Smt. Rehana observed that if a High School for 
girls is opened in or around the village it will help create 
ari environment favourable to girls education. Further , at 
least one permanent local lady teacher should be appointed in* 
the school so that girls are attracted to school. Shri 
Liaquat Ali observed that school teachers can play a 
significant role in attracting parents and children to 
s chool . If they are able to show that school is working 
properly they can impress the parents about the utility of 
school education. Smt . Sarwari added that teachers should 
also maintain regular contacts with parents of non-school 


going and irregular children.* They can persuade parents for 
taking interest in the education of their children. Shri 
Prem Awasthi felt that a good school building can also 
influence the parents positively. 

The last issue related to the ways in which the 
community can participate in overcoming the constraints. 
Smt. Sarwari and Smt . Zahera were of the view that the 
community elders and village leaders can impress upon the 
parents not to engage their school going age children in 
cultivation, household work and in the care of siblings. 
Instead, they must be sent to school for their better future. 
Since elders are generally respected in the village their 
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persuation will have positive results. Shri A1 i Hassan felt 
that elders in different caste and religious communities can 
help promote an environment favourable to girls education in 
their community. If they actively support it, the parents in 
the younger generation will easily get convinced. Smt. 
Sarwari and Shri Karam Ali observed that people generally 
blame their poor economic conditions for their inability in 
sending their children to school. The fact, however, is that 
most of them do not realise the importance and utility of 
school education. The village and community leaders/eiders 
can create the consciousness among such parents as their 
views are generally respected. 


lO. VILLAGE HAM ZAP UR 

Focus Group Discussion was held in village Hamzapur of 
block Nigohi. The block was selected on the basis of a 
significant proportion of Muslim population and the village 
was also selected for the same reason. Nine of the 
participants in the discussion were Muslims while one belong 
to the Other Backward Castes. The discussion was held on 
December 8, 1996 and lasted for about four hours from 11:00 
AM. The background of the participants in the discussion is 




given in Table 10. 
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Table 10 t PROFILE OF PARENTS PARTICIPATED IN FGD AT VILLAGE 

HAMZAPUR 


Name 

Sex 

Age 

Caste ! 

Education 

Oc cupat i on 

Position 
in village 

Smt . Anuwat i 

F 

30 

QBC 

- 

Housewife 

P radhan 

Hamid Ali 

M 

43 

Mus 1 im 

Xllth 

Cul t i vat ion 

Member BD< 

No or Mohammad 

M 

33 

Musi im 

Vllth 

Cult! vat ion 

Parent 

1 s 1 am 

M 

30 

fius 1 im 

Vllth 

Trader 

Pared t 

Az irr» 

M 

38 

Musi im 

XXth 

Cul t i vat ion 

Parent 

Xmtiyaz Ali 

M 

38 

Mus 1 im 

Villth 

T rader 

Parent 

Lai Mohammad 

M 

2 7 

Musi im 

J f 

Vllth 

Servi ce 

Parent 

Sm i * li ii n auwa r i 

F 

26 

Musi im 

- 

Housewife 

Parent 

Sabi r 

M 

33 

M u s 1 i m 

Vlth 

Labour 

Parent 

Sent. Res h ma 

F 

28 

lias 1 im 

- 

Housewife 

Par en t 




is is 

evident 

the 

g roup comprised 

three fetna 

ma. 1 e s « 

One of 

the 

females was the 

P radhan and 


the male participants was the Member of the Block Dev 
Committee . Education-wise, seven participants were 
between Class VI and Intermediate « Occupation-wis 
participants were engaged in cultivation, one in serv 
two in trade while one was a labour. The summary 
discussion is given below. 


I es and 
one of 
elopment 
educated 
e, four 
ice and 
of the 
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Result, of the Discussion 

The first question for discussion was ’do you feel 
education as imparted by schools to be important for your 
children?* Smt . Anuwati and some others said that schooling 
of children was very important, as it helped their mental 
development. It develops among them confidence and help them 
in benefiting from different welfare schemes of the 
government . Shri Hamid Ali observed that in the present 
context education was equally important for both boys and 
girls as educated girls were better mothers . They can manage 
their household activities in a better way and it also 
creates among them consciousness about health care and 
cleanliness. However , Shri Noo r Mohammad held a different 
view. He observed that some poor and illiterate parents 
prefer sending only boys to school. Smt . Anuwati 
contradicted Shri Noo r Mohammad and 'said that when poor 
parents stop sending their children to school they do not 
discriminate between boys and girls. Shri Islam observed 
that since the school was very far away from the village 
girls were not able to attend school regularly. Shir Lai 
Mohammad expressed the view that a school should be 
established in the village through which stipend should be 
given to children of poor families. He felt that if it is 
done more children will be enrolled and they will attend the 
school regularly. Most of the participants supported this 


view. 
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The next issue was ’why are girls being withdrawn from 
school more quickly than boys? ’ Shr i Azim denied that girls 
were being withdrawn more qui ck ly" than boys. However , Shri 
Irntiyaz Ali, Smt . Munawari, Shri Lai Mohammad and Shr i Sabir 
observed that social conventions - sucji as purdah and early 
marriage, poverty, household work, responsibility of siblings 
and illiteracy and ignorance among the parents does compel 1 
some of the parents to withdraw their daughters from school 
before completion of their primary education. Shri Hamid Ali 
said that girls are more interested than boys in studying but 
when they are withdrawn from school they help their parents 
in household work, cultivation work, looking after siblings, 
and during spare time do embroidery , knitting and stitching. 
Shri Noor Mohammad suggested a school must be opened in the 
village. It should have female teachers and the parents be 
made aware of the benefits of education especially for girls. 
The government must provide free books, stationery and 
stipend of a reasonable amount to all girls of poor families. 

Issue number 4 related to the. specific problems that the 
children of identified socially disadvantaged group 
(Scheduled Castes and Muslims) face in terms of schooling. 
Smt . Munawari, Shri Sabir and Smt . Reshma observed that due 
to poverty parents belonging to the disadvantaged group make 
their children do labour and earn, to add to the family 
income . Further they are not able to provide their children 
with study material in time. Due to illiteracy parents were 
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not able to help their children in completing the school 
homework . Because of these conditions children were not able 
to attend school regularly. Shri Islam suggested that the 
government must provide books and ptjat ionery free to all 
children of poor families. Parents must also be made aware 
of the benefits of education so that they send their children 
to school, instead of making them do household/cultivation 
work. 


The next issue was "what are the problems girls of other 
group and children of identified socially disadvantaged group 
face in school in terms of teachers' attitude and p e ® r group 
attitude? Shri Az im observed that the teachers’ attitude was 
not proper. They were not paying adequate attention to the 
children. Their attitude towards children was indifferent as 
they were not taking interest in teaching. The peer group 
attitude, however, was cordial. Shri Lai Mohammad suggested 
that teachers must be given training on how to deal with 
children. Shri Imtiaz Ali suggested that there should be 
regular checking of the working of teachers. The good 
teachers should be encouraged by reawarding them while the 
insincere teachers must be punished. 

Issue number 6 was ’ what are the problems faced in 
understanding of the course? * Sent . Anuwati, Shri Hamid Ali 
and Smt . Reshma observed that the language and text of the 
books was easily understandable and the children faced no 
problem. 




- ■ 


9 
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separate room and teacher for each class. Bmt . Reshma and 
Shri Hamid expected the school to provide mid-day meals to 
students and arrange entertainment programmes for children 
and parents. Smt . Anuwati expected the location of school to 
be within a distance of not more than a kilometre and Shri 
Moor Mohammad expected the school to provide study material 
to all children. Shri Islam and Shri Azim expected the 
school to have all necessary facilities such as toilet, India 
Mark II hand pump and a play ground and all children to be 
treated equally by teachers. The. teachers must be sincere 
and punctual and must take interest in teaching. Smt. 
Munawari expected the school holidays to coincide with the 
agricultural seasons and local festivals. Shri Imtiyaz 
expected the school to have at least two lady teachers. 

The next issue was 'what are the ways to overcome the 
constraints they experience?' Shri Sabir observed that if a 
school is established in the village the parents will feel 
attracted to send their children. The children, particularly 
girls will attend their classes regularly. Further, if more 
female than male teachers are appointed the school is likely 
to function in a better way. In their presence parents may 
not feel inhibited to send their daughters. The lady 
teachers can also easily persuade parents to send their 
daughters to school. Smt. Munwari suggested that children of 
poor families must be given free, ;.books, stationery and 
stipend. The amount of stipend should be increased to make 

it meaningful. 
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IKE 


The last issue related to the ways in which the 


come, unity can. participate in overcoming the constraints 


Shri Hamid and Bhri flzim felt that the community leaders can 


impress upon the parents not to mate their school going age 


children do household work and look after siblings at least 


during school hours. Instead, these children must be 


enrolled and sent to school regularly. Bhri Islam, Shri Lai 


Mohammad and Moor Mohammad observed that poverty of parent 


does play as a deterent to schooling of children but more 


+ + 0 f realization of the importance and 

important was lack ot r 


necessity of school education for their children. Thus, 


t * u.„ tv of school education has to be 

consciousness about the u 1 1 1 x y 


created among them. The active and ■ enl i gh tened elders of the 


village can play a significant role and convince the parents 
of non-school going children about the necessity of sending 


them to school. They should also be impressed upon to 


consider schooling of boys and girls egually important. 


' i 


important points emerged 

IN DISCUSSION 


The important points that emerged in FGDs in the 
selected villages of the District were as under = 


JUULWLft MO 

!. Moat o£ the participants in the FGD in the «.lP=t«d 

villages of the district observed that school education 
» M important for their children. They also considered 
it equal ly important for boys and girls as it helped 
the „ (a) get respect in the society; and (hi do better 

in every Ik ° f 1 i f ® * 

E. Education helps children by developing their personality 
and abilities. generating Knowledge and increasing 

confidence among them. 

Education helps children In developing good character, 
manners and behaviour . 

. E n . children conscious about punctuality 
Schooling makes the children 

. . . __ thev arP required to reach the school 

and discipline as they ai(. r M 

in time and follow the instructions of teachers. 

Education enhances confidence among children which helps 
them in all walks of 


3 , 


4 , 


f l 
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6. Education creates consciousness about health care and 
cleanliness . 

7. Educated children can benefit more from various welfare 
programmes of the government. 

8. Educated girls get spouses from better families and they 
can manage their household activities and look-after 
their families in a better way. She can stand on her 
own feet and earn in times of crisis. 

9. The school going girls were considered more serious in 
their studies than boys . 

Some of the Important Points Emerg ed in. the. 

Discussion Against Schooling of Children were 

10. There is no immediate economic return of school 
education whereas by helping their economically pooi 
parents children can contribute, directly or indirectly, 
to the income of the family. 

11. Economically poor parents feel that boys can contribute 
to the family earnings by working during agricultural 
season while girls may help by doing household work and 
leaving their mothers free to work and earn. 

12. Poverty of parents prevent them from sending their 
children, particularly girls, to school. They find it 
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Besides, 
t heir old age 


16 , 


17 . 


inen v ~ - - 

, _ Qt rea lize the importance 
parents do not rucu*. 

Due to illiteracy They feel that 

their daug ” lerb 

of school education offices. 

t c. ave to undertake jobs m 

girls do not ha . x farmers or 

J „ either marginal 

ilU aers are eitner 

Most of the v t to m arry their 

and therefore, poor. They 
labourers <*nd ? 

-+ an e^rly a 9 e 11 

daughters at 


*4 i i' i v i r 1 1 1 1 v in finding <\ m<B % c h .for t, ii o i r 
18« People face some difficulty m tin j 

daughters, if they are educated. 


Issue. Njsl*-S 


!. GJ ,rl. v.r. generally withdrawn from .chool .arll.r than 
bays in case parents ware economically poor or 

illiterate . 

E. The girl. in such families have to shoulder the 

responsibilities of cooping food, looking after siblings 

and collecting fodder fo.r the family cattle so that 

, .,n mnt ri bu'U to family income* 

their mothers can work and contribute 

Sometimes, girls have also to help their parents in 
agricultural work. Under such conditions they become 
irregular in their school. Eventually, they 
withdrawn earlier than boys. 

3. Some parents feel that a girl must be proficient in 

I .. it is more important than her 
household work as it 1 J 

education. 

4 B ue to illiteracy parents do not realise the importance 
and utility of o.h.ol education for girls and, 

therefore, they do not encourage them to go to school 
regularly. After one or two years of their schooling 

they prefer them to stay at home and look after 


155 


. t 

i i 


& *» 


household work. The girls also lose interest in the 
school and ultimately drop-out . 

ln some families the parents feel that girls of &- * 
years age sitting with boys in school was not desirable. 
They, therefore, withdraw them after two-three years of 

school X!tC| i* 


Social customs such as practices of purdah and 
marriage of girls compel parents to withdraw 
daughters before they complete primary education. 


early 

their 


7 . 


8 . 


Since girls do not have to take-up jobs in olfice. rhe> 
have to get married and go away to their in-laws house. 
There is no point in wasting their five years in school. 
They are, therefore, withdrawn when they develop the 
ability to read and write. 


Some parents feel that they may face difficulty 
finding a suitable match for their daughters, if they 
are educated. They may also need more money if they try 
to find out educated spouse for their daughters. 


x « m yue. fcLo_sj4 



Some 


participants suggested the language used 


in the 


text books needs simplification 
difficult to understand some of 


as children find it 
the difficult words. 
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Some of the participants also considered the standard of 
the text books as high, particularly, for children 
belonging to the socially, di s'ady^ntaged group who were 
generally weak in their class. 


Some of the contents of the text books were felt 
unfamiliar and not interesting for children as they do 
not represent the village society and environment. Its 
language was considered more urbanised. 


Due to poverty, the parents either do not enrol their 
children in school or even if they enrol them they do 
not take interest in their studies. They engage them 
in ho useho 1 d/earning activities. Thus, their children 
remain irregular in school. The children, therefore, 
become weak in their class and lose interest in their 
studies . 


Most of the parents in this group are economically very 
poor and, therefore, find it difficult to arrange books 
and stationery for their children in time. 


A common observation of the participants was that school 
going girls need proper clothes while parents in the 
socially disadvantaged group find it difficult to 
arrange them due to their poverty . They felt it was an 
important reason for irregular attendance of girls in 


school. 
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6 . General ly » children belonging to socially disadvantaged 
group were weak in the class as due to their involvement 
in household/ earning activities they become irregular in 
the school or their parents being illiterate were unable 
to help them complete their home work . They, therefore, 
need greater attention and support of teachers which, 
however, was not available due to indifferent attitude 
of teachers. As the teachers do not take interest in 
teaching the weak students belonging to this group 
suffer most . 

7 . The teachers generally pay greater attention to the good 
students or to those belonging to better-off families. 
The weak students, who general ly : be long to this category 
of population, suffer. They, therefore, lose interest 

in their studies . 

8 . A common observation of the participants was that the 

teachers were irregular in attending the school. The 

weak students, in this situation, suffer most and loose 
interest in their studies. 

'i 

9. Lack of lady teachers in school works as a deterent for 
girls in general and those who are weak in their studies 
in particular. 

10. Illiteracy and ignorance among parents prevented parents 
from giving importance to girl's education. 


X s m M, «t- N S-mJ St 


In half of the villages the participants observed that the 
attitude of teachers was sympathetic towards students. In 
the other half the participants of FGDs , however , observed as 
under s 

1. The teachers were not paying equal attention to all the 
children. Some of them observed that generally they 
ignore the weak students. Since children from most of 
the families in socially disadvantaged group were also 
weak in their studies they ore generally ignored. 

2 . The teachers attitude was unsympathetic and their 
behaviour was crude . They generally give pun i shment t.o 
students even on minor mistakes. Their harsh behaviour 
does not spare even the girls who are hit even on minor 
mistakes. Due to this girls were afraid of going to 
school. 

3. Some teachers discriminate students on the basis of 
their socio-economic background. They pay greater 
attention towards children belonging to better-off 
f ami lies, 

4. Some of the participants observed that the attitude of 
the teachers towards students was not good. They were 
indifferent towards children and were not taking 
interest in teach ing* 
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5. The teachers are generally i r regular and do not observe 
school timings. They are, therefore, not able to give 
sufficient time to children due Ijo which children feel 
neglected. Since most of the children belonging to 
socially di sadvan taged group were weak in their studies, 
they suffer most. 

Xn the absence of female teachers girls often feel 
ignored as only the active boys get attention of the 
teachers . 

7 , Girls belonging to the socially disadvantaged group were 
generally irregular and weak. They, therefore, need 
greater attention and sympathy of teachers . The 

teachers pay attention towards better students. They do 
not care if girls attend the school irregularly. 

q m The general observat i on about peer group attitude was 

that the relations among children were cordial and there 
was no feeling of caste, religion or economic superio- 
rity/inferiority among them. 

9. In some of the villages the participants of FGDs 

observed that children belonging to comparatively 
better-off families do have feeling of superiority as 
they attend the school in relatively better clothes. In 
some villages children belonging to higher castes do not 
mix closely with those belonging to socially 

disadvantage d g r o u p « 
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X & jjjJUL S. NP w ife 

1. The participants of FGD in half of the selected vi 1 1 ages 
observed that their children had no serious problem in 

. it 

understanding the contents of the text book. They felt 
neither the language nor the contents were difficult to 
understand. 

2 . In the other half of the villages the participants 
observed as under ' 

i) The language used in the text books was difficult 

‘i 

and not easily understandable by children due to 
use of difficult words. 

ii) The language and text of the books were not easily 
understandable particularly by weak students as 
they are not related to rural society and 
env i r onment . 

iii) The language pose some problem particularly during 
the first two years of schooling. 

XjjJfiJULA MO-mJZ 

■ The problems that the children In general and girls in 
particular face due to inadequate physical facilities as 
identified by the participants were * 
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From one of the villages the school was located at a far 
off place due to which absenteeism among girls was very 

high. 

In five villages, the road leading to the school was had 
and unsafe and difficult to use during rainy season when 
it normally remained water logged. 

Non-existence of a toilet within the school buildings of 
all the villages caused serious problem, particularly 

for girls. 

Lack of a safe source of drinking water in the school in 
seven villages was mentioned as aserious problem for 
children particularly during summers . 

Absence of a play ground was considered a serious draw- 
back for children in seven villages due to which they 
were not able to play. In the remaining three villages 
the participants in the FGD observed that though there 
was a play ground, the school had no games material to 
play. They emphasized the need of games material in the 
school so that children do not loiter or fight among 
themselves. Instead, they should spend their free time 
in playing in a disciplined way. 

The participants in the FGD were very critical about the 
lack of basic facilities like toilet and drinking water. 
For the bad condition of the road leading to the school. 
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they generally criticised the Gram Sabha which did not 
care for the school going children. 

7. Inadequate building of the school which cannot 

conveniently accomodate the number of children enrolled. 

Similarly, the number of rooms were much less than 

'i 

number of classes, due to which teaching was affected 
adversely. Besides, teachers’ attention was also 

divided as students of more than one class sit in a room 
due to which the students suffer. 

a. In two villages the participants described the condition 
of school buildings as unuseable as they were in 
dilapidated condition . 

Iss iJLS. Mff. mJSl 

1. The participants were aware about two schemes in 
operation for school going children. They mentioned (a) 
the provision of 3 kg. rice per child per month? and 
<b> stipend paid to all the children belonging to the 
Scheduled Castes B Rs.12 per month. At a few places the 
participants also mentioned that some children belonging 
to the Muslim families were also getting the stipend. 
In some villages Few orphan/disabled students were also 
receiving stipend. 

2. As regards the distribution of rice the participants m 
most of the villages complained about cheating m 
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weighing the rice by the supplier. Most of them 
observed that instead o'f 3 kgs.' they were actually 
getting not more than 2.5 kgs. In some villages people 
also complained that the rice was not distributed 
regularly and some time they received the supply after 
3-4 months. 

3. In some villages the participants observed that the rice 
distributed was of a very inferior quality. 

4 . xn some villages the participants complained that the 
«j i.i pi pi 1 i e r m i s b e h a v e w i t. h c h i i d r e n . 

x m jbJJLS L 

While discussing this issue the participants in the FGDs 
expressed their expectations from the school system. They 
expected the schools to have : 

1. A decent building with a separate room for each class. 

2. Easy approach and location at a short distance of not 
above 1 km. 

3. Basic facilities such as a toilet, safe source of 
drinking water, play ground and games material. 

4. Programmes for r e c r eat ional / cultural activities for 
students as well as parents. 


1'£4 

3. Sincere, regular and trained teachers. 

‘ ■■■'■! 

6. Separate teachers for each class. 

7. Preferably more or at least one lady teacher. 

8. Teachers who are polite and sympathetic to students who 
do not behave in a harsh manner particularly with girls. 

9. Teachers who treat all children equally irrespective of 
their social/economic background. 

10. Teachers who pay greater attention towards weak 
students . 

11. Ameliorative programmes such as supply of adequate 
quantity of mid-day meal to all children, stipend of 
reasonable amount, books and stationery to all girls and 
to the boys belonging to economically poor families and 
one set of uniform per year to all the girl students. 

12. Holidays in accordance with agricultural season and 
local festivals. 

13. Facilities for technical/vocational training for boys 
and training in handicrafts, t,a|. 1 o r ing , knitting and 
embroidery for girls so that their education in school 
becomes more meaningful . 
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I«sue . Np.w-3-Q 

1. First of all the participants thought the parents have 

to be made aware of the importance of school education 

for their children in general and’ girls in particular. 
They have also to be impressed that school education was 

equally important for boys and girls. The teachers can 

play a significant role by keeping regular contacts with 
parents of particularly the nan-school going children 
and by generating in them interest in school activities 
through regular get-togethers or cultural programmes in 
the school. If they are able to show that teachers are 
sincere and school is working proper ly they can impress 
the parents about the utility of school education for 

their children . 

2. An environment in favour of school education of children 
has to be built up in the village through an effective 
propaganda and campaign by involving the community/ 
village elders, Gram Sabha, school teachers and social 
workers. The parents should also be impressed not to 
engage their children in household activities during 

school hours. 

3. More female teachers than males or at least one can 
create a better environment in school . It will also 
attract more parents to send their daughters. 


4 . 
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An adequate and properly maintained school building with 
sufficient physical facilities and regular, trained and 
committed teachers will improve , t;he village environment 
in favour of school education of children* 


The school should be made a centre of activity for all 
in the village-children, adults , men and women by 
running non-f o rmal education, and adult literacy clashes 
and organising cultural programmes during different 
timings. This will attract children as well as their 
parents and help in building an environment favourable 
to school education of children. 


*. The day-to-day management and close monitoring of the 
activities of the school should be made the 

responsibility of the Gram Pradhan. Due to such 

responsibilities he will have access to the authorities 
Who can also be pursuaded for proper repairs and 
ma i n 1 0 an an c e o f t h e b u i 1 d i n g - 

7. Priority in employment under JRY and Prime Ministers 
Employment Programme and in assistance under IRDf and 
TRYSEM should be given to the parents whose children 

were e n r o 1 1 e d i n s c h o o 1 . 

a. If the literacy programme for illiterate adults is 
carried out effectively it will have a positive effect 
on the attitude of parents towards education of children 
in general and girls in particular. 


A reasonable amount of stipend* not loss than R s • 400 per 
year, should be paid t<o all the school going girls. 
Besides, they should also be provided books and 
stationery and one set of clothes per year. This 
support will be very useful for their families which 
will be a strong incentive for parents for continuing 
schooling of their daughters at least upto primary 
level . 

The rate of stipend for girls should be increased 
gradually in Class III and IV so that girls are 
encouraged to complete their primary education. 

( I I 

A scheme of awarding students with over 90 per cent 
attendance in school should be useful for encouraging 
regularity. The award may be given in the form of 
stipend during the next one year. 

A scheme to award good and sincere teachers and punish 
the irregular and insincere ones may help in improving 
t h e w o r k i n g o f s c h o o 1 . 'i 

To build an environment favourable to girls education a 
senior basic school for girls should be opened in or 


near the village. 
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Generally, the participants in the FGDs felt the 
community can play a significant role in developing an 
environment in -favour of school education of children. 
They observed that in the village society some old 
values still exist. Generally, people have respect for 
elders . Parents of even married children have greater 
control over their family matters and their say in the 
affairs of their grand children is greater than that of 
their sons. Any effort for removing the constraints 
with regard to the schooling of children can succeed if 
it is made through them. 

The active and enlightened elder persons of the village 
can conv in ce the parents of non-school going children 
about the necessity of sending their children to school 
and providing them an opportunity to learn for a better 
future. Since most of the parents were generally not 
very enthusiastic about the education of girls the 
emphasis of the community leaders/ elders should be on 
the schooling of girls as school education can certainly 
help them in many ways ~ in managing the household; in 
caring the children; and, in maintaining the health of 
the members of their families. 1 1 

The elders in different castes and religious communities 
can help promote an environment favourable to the 


education of children in general and girls in particular 


in their community. If they actively support it the 
parents in the younger generation will be easily 
convinced. The participants also observed that the 
influence of the caste/religious leaders on the members 
of their community was significant and people generally 
follow their advice. If they actively try, they can 
easily persuade parents to enroll their children in. 
school. 

The village /community 1 eade r s / e 1 de r s through their 
concerted efforts can impress upon the parents not to 
engage their children and particularly girls in ho use- 
hold/agri cultural work and in the care of siblings, at 
least during s chool hours so that they can attend their 
classes regularly. 

The participants observed that people generally blame 
their poor economic conditions for their inability in 
sending their children to school but the fact is that 
most of them do no realize the importance and necessity 
of school education for their children. The village and 
the community leaders/eiders can create consciousness 
among such parents about the utility and importance of 
school education for boys and girls both. 

The educated elders inthe village can help in creatine 
an environment favourable to school education by = (a) 

helping actively the Adult literacy Programme so thal 
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a. 


um.r,«. aduits can be cade literate, <b> influencin, 
lhe authorities and school teachers to mate the school 

, .„ t'nr rhi Idrenj <c> convincing the 

an attractive place lor children, 

parents about the utility of school education for their 
children in general and girls in particular, and, <d> 
persuading them to enroll all of their school going age 
children in school and see that they regularly attend 
their classes and complete the primary education. 

The Gram Sabha or some Voluntary Agency should establish 
a creche in the village so that working mothers can 
leave their toddlers there and school going girls are 
saved from looking after their siblings. 

The school generally lacks attraction for children and 
parents both due to its highly inadequate building, 
insufficient, irregular and uncommitted teachers and its 
inadequate functioning. It is, therefore, essential 
„,at the school should be made an attractive place. If 
community leaders/eiders take an active interest they 

can influence the Pradhan and Members of the Gram Sabha 

* t role in ( a ) c r sst in g t^n 
•for p 1 ay i n g an i m 1 taut ai 

■f in favour of school education of children; 
e n v i r o n m ent in t a v u ur vi 

■ t the working of the school by maintaining 
(b) improving X,\\e wori1 4 

c ,„„ contacts with teachers and education officials, 
and, <c> solving the problems of school going children 

and teachers. 
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Efforts 
village 
They can 
en r o lment 
chi 1 dren 


should also be made to involve youth of the 
in promoting school education among children, 
be very helpful in improving the status of 
regularity in attendance and in retention of 
till they complete* primary classes. 


• " • ' " ' - - ■■ rw* 1 ' V,-- ■ 


CHAPTER V 


SUGGESTIONS 


FOR 


INTERVENTION 


Th ® Focus Group Discussions in the ten villa ft es selected 
in the district For the purpose oF the study were lively 
cure was tahen that every one oF the participants should tube 
an active part and express his/her views Freely. D-rin, the 
course oF discussion the participants suggested 
measures For improving the conditions in Favour oF education 
ot Children in general and '< gi rls i" particular. Their 
suggestions have been included in the visage-wise report oF 
FGD s. in the Following. we present a summary oF the 
important suggestions received From the participants oF the 
FGDs in district Shah jahanpur . 

+ 11 _ mlior reasons for indifferent 
I. During the discussions two major 

attitude of parents towards school education of children 

in general and girls in particuXar had emerged. They 

wer e , la) poverty; and lb) illiteracy among them. 

To attract poor parents to enrol their children and 
allow them to complete their primary education the 

suggestions included » 
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, c t i oend should be provided 
CO Books and stationery and stipend 

by the «... - .XX XH. — — 

iden ti f ied socially « — — ‘ P-p -d 

thos* o, th. poo- »m« 9r0UP - 

1 nina girls Should be provided books and 

(b) All school going J 

stationery. 

. 4 1n the children of 

t r . te of .stipedd, paid to 

(c) The present rate ^ 

• , rocially disadvantaged 'J f OL l ' 

identified social i> 

, therefore, unattractive. I 
considered meagre and, 

. t n a r eas onab A e 

should, therefore, be enhanced 

amount, . 

. should be given stipend 

{i> ftii school going girls shoui 

. socio-economic background. 

irrespective of their socio 

■ p^rti cul a r X y 

. .,^c hiohly inadequate p 

The present rate «« 

for girls. To enable the .»»»«“> ' 

1 t V pc for their school 
to arrange reasonable clothes 

they should be P«ib * 

going daughter they 


going stipend 

. F \ e ast Rs.35- The rate o 

stipend of at lea, 

, ,, . , 4 ~ r I a s S X X X u 

h o u 1 d be increased gradually 

, tQ complete primary 
, 0 that they a™ encouraged 

0 \X u c t i on - 

. . c ons c iousness as, eng illiterate parents about 

T ° dSV J , tility of school education for 

• ... 4* »* r p n cl u t i* X i x j 

the importance 

n-pasures were proposed- 
1 1 ho following measure 

children the tUJ - i 


( 
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(a) The adult literacy programme will have to 

carrl ed out by the concerned agencies in its 

spirit. For this purpose a vigorous campaign 

through films, hathputli and other entertaining 

i- ,i h he organized to impress upon them 
programmes should be organx- 

t rro of Adu it Literacy Programme. The 
the importance of muk. 

pradhan. Gram Sabha Members, school teachers. 

village and con elders can help a lot in this 

regard. Their active support and cooperation must 
sought to generate an environment in favour of 
the campaign. If the Adult Literacy Programme is 

successful it will have a positive impact 

t towards the school education o-f 
attitude of parents towards 

their children. 

(b) parents must be convinced that (a) school education 

Wf ,s equally important for boys and girls, 

, . iii orate the school help* the 
besides making them litera, 

. . their capabilities, manners 

children in improving their cap 

an d discipline. Such abilities will b.lP them in ' 

managing t he i r household in a be tte r way 1 and 

t i . -i $ t p r t h eir -f &cv*i lies in 
Ihe educated girls can look-after 

i -tot nr eater respect in th-eif id 
a better way and get greater t 

laws' house. They should also be convinced 

they should not consider schooling of children as a 

loi , of direct or indirect family earnings. .hey 

for their better 

Should look at it as a means for 

......... The school going age children should not 
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detained at h- fen household work and this «rk 
for girls must be avoided during school hoars so . 

that they can attend the School regularly. 1 hut " 

, fnr building an environment in 

there is a need for buiiai j 

„ i ^„ r ,tiDn for children in general 
favour of school education 

, . rlllar The village/community 

and girls in particular. **e 

elders. Gram Sabha member, and school teachers can 
Play a significant role in building such an 

envi r onment - 

(t) xn the village society v i 1 lage/ community 
elders are still respected. If they 

actively take interest in the school 

education of children and try to persuade 
parents it is most likely to have a good 
effect on their indifferent attitude towards 
schooling of children in general and girls 
in particular. 

(U > The Gram Sabha or some Voluntary Organisa- 
tion should establish a creche in the 
village so that working mothers can leave 
t, h eir toddlers there and the school going 
girls are saved from looking after siblings. 

u i t oar hers can help * lot in 
(iii) The school teacher 

Uo oil lag e environment in favour 
developing the village 

D f school education for children by * (a> 

erhnol regularly; (b) teaching 
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. / r s p e r s ua ding 

, wrarp ivi and t c / i* ^ 

the students sincerely? 

t r,e u*i-4^antosend 

nts of non-enralled children 

parents ot tha t 

. i ,nd keep a regular cnee 

the* to scho01 in 

i ■» a. r p s regular ly « 

they attend their classe- 


, t ary vocational training tor boys and 

some elementa y ,„j Knitting 

— ' taiioring, - ' * ^ the 

. . c also arranged 

r girls I 51 towards the 

t . „ w fee i attracted towards 

+ e will certainly * 

' re J ,j er the school education tor 

;h ool and -iH consider 

p, e i r children meaningful. 


c their s o c i. Q 

. ««* students irrespective o ^ 

onomi c bacKground must get adegua ^ 

teachers - should not 

sachers - h • ' . c j D - e conomi c 

, •_ 0 f their sotio 

tudents on the basis 

ackg round 


and punctual i" 

+ he regular a 

e teacne - sincere m 

the school. They must 

. , heir behaviour. This 

■ „ a rt on students a.> 

m have a better » • • the time 

heir Parents. They -iU - 

.pent by children in school is purposed 


, hard work among teachers 
inrpritv and hara 

encourage sincer - teachers 

rhould be devised to award good 

5 s „d insincere ones. This 

,d punish the irvM of the school. 

1U help m improving the -o 
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t Keltic towards children 
, *-, rh ers should be sympatheti 

(g) I he teat. ■ , . lly disadvantaged 

belonging to the TMy 

„ nd iu. t-rj. .irl. •' “ thBr ' 3rOUP - 

group and ity in attendance. 

should encourage the, ion r.gul.nty 

. harsh roann & r 

, te achers should not behave 

(h) The teacher Their 

„ iU , children particularly «th - 

, , cover this aspect, 

training program should also 

children to the school 

III. To attract the parent number of measures 

aritc also suggested a numu 

the discussants 

related to the school- 

i. n n i Should have an 
„ . * f> -i ching the school 

(a) Foe •■‘-» ooth '■'“ J t 6RCh clac. It 

* t k one room 4 or eacr 
adequate building with on 

should be properly maintained. 

basic facilities 

TV school should have minimum basic 

(b> lhe India Mark 11 handpump for 

such as, a toilet; an ' ^ nd * 

• , - n ., w ,ter; some sports materia., 

safe drinking waU-r, 

play ground. 

u , e school, generally l.ck attraction for 
IC> ^" ce 4 tn their inadequate 

chi 1 dr en and parent, both due uneomill . d 

rfirient, irregular, 

building 5 . rncuffreren fu „ etlonlnfl the 

, nd its inadequate 

teachers and community 

rn „, sabha Members , villag 

• P - dhan ' h fore , take active interest in 

elders shouid, t ere problems 

, . * rV to solve \ 

. . , « They should try 

its war k * n 9 * ^ ^ s is 

of cchootgoiog Children and teacher,. 


i 
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- ,n positive results. They tan, then, 

likely to yiel f thpir n on- 

. tive iy persuade parents to enr 

effective y , ee that they 

hiiriren to school and see 

school going children 

complete their primary education- 

,ion of the school should be at a 

l> The 1 o cat l or tion , an d its 

4 P near the habitation, 

convenient place, >••• " ea 

„ ... _ ot be more than a kilometre, 

distance should 

th e school should be safe and 

*) The road leading 

, . , , -.win oi k ha ran j a so 

properly maintained by Uy 

. rt Ur inq rainy season, 
there is no water logging during 

, ..,. ould have one teacher for each class. 

- f > The school should 

The teachers should be trained. 

., ..flchers than males- 
t . , hp , 1T . ore Female teacncr.. 

<3> There should la dy 

rast the school must have at least 
In any case, uit 

teacher - 

' nts and students the school 
ih> 1" “Tder to attract pare activities 

Should organize re Croat lonal / 

Vlc! , idas , parent-teacher meetings vhoul 

* u t ~ b* i n tore b t * * 

also be conducted so that paren .s 
the studies of their children. 

rant r 0 of activity i ® 

..... , ,... h0 „] should be made a cen . 

(U lhe 4 adults, men and women 

,, , n the village-children, adult 

a 4 Alu it literacy classes 

. . _ „nn— Formal and adult 

by running • during different 

..-.inn cultural programmes 

and organ id- 1" J 
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timings . This will attract children as well as 
their parents and help in building an environment 
favourable to school education of children. 

(j ) Due to the shortage of teachers student do not get 
their attention and weak students particularly 
girls suffer most. The number of students per 
teacher should, therefore, be reasonable. 

IV. The participants in the FGD also suggested some 
modifications in the language and contents of the text 
books s 

(a) Lessons more relevant to social, cultural and 
economic life in rural areas should be included in 
the text books. 

(b) To make the reading interesting chapters depicting 
some special features of the concerned district 
should also be included in text books. 

< c > Use of diffifult words in the text should be 
avoided. • 

V. Some of the suggestions of the participants with regard 
to the working of the school were *1*° related to the 
Gram Sabha.' They included ! 

(a) To maintain regularity and punctuality among 
teacher, and their interest in teaching the 
responsibility of day-to-day administration and 
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i t 


, . nuld be entrusted to 
, . n o£ the school should he 

aupstvision 

the Gram Pradhan. 

t sftmld tak , active interest in the 

b) The Gram Sabha ^ 5 Ch ool. Uherever 

working and maintenance o properly 

t-o school shouit 

needed, t*" ,e r * jj^y funds- 

f „ lth brick-soling through 

maintained should also try 

„ nd Gram Sabha members 

The Pradhan «• students. 

nf the school ana -> 
t „ solve the problems o* 

t i rioants of FGDs " a * tha ' t 
• 4 - rs -P t hfi DcX r tf x c. x P • 

A common complaint ' children «** 

„, ce distributed to the school going 

U,e “ . ? kgs. instead of 3 kgs. 

"over met' ' therefore, suggested 

guality indents Should be provided 

that instead of rice 

mi< i-day meals in the school. 

i5 t o continue, its duantity as 
» The present scheme - ^ it should be 

well as duality should - , up . rv i.i.n of the 

distributed in the school 
,,o,d Master and the Pradhan. 

1 u t he above 

. the FGDS considered 

The participants o ^ situation »ith 

per ares were imf-tant for imprevinc thought 

„ en , attendance and drop-out. 

regard to enrolment, ■ child ren in general 

t , fl ,rurPS will benefit coC ially 

that such measure ■ the - ■ identified c -> oC1 " 

• , - and those belonging 

girls anu 

disadvantaged group in particular. 
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Appendix I 


i „ — * «n 1* Lj spr \/ 3Q W *S 

oUES tionb -° n “ hi 5o be sought 

JF Tn E THE FOCUS GROUP DISCUSSIONS 


Do they £ eel edueeUor. ee ^parted hy echeola to 

important for their chiUrcn. 

, 1 . liri, being taken out of school -ore « UlC '" ly 
Whv are the girls j. j , 

th “" b ° y,? ' . , a „, n out of school more 

Why are tribal children being taken 

quickly than others. . , 

■r' ■ rrntalems the children 
What are the Spey j b , a dvantaged croup <sc ' ° ’ 

^;n. l .:r?ace 5 ?“^.rL of 

What are the problems girls of other^group^^ face in 

school 60 in^ "terms'” of ^teachers attitude and peer group 

attitude i the 

t in the understanding of tne 

t u „ nroblems faced m cru- 
What are the pi QlJlKH '- 

c o urse ? ,-i i r 1 s 

r^rtijiar-r 

What ^ n ^ t %r/rn C o P p a e n rati°on for t^ol^ng 
schemes that are m u » 
in these areas? 

t nt ions from the school sys em. 

What are the expectations Jnt . they 

th „ way5 to overcome the constraint. 

>„ What are the way-. 

experience' participate in overcoming 

t. in what ways the community c 
. . ... ... ... » t v a *1 n t $ ( 
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o/'WFDULE (FOR PARENTS > 

interview SCHEDUL 

SOCIAL ABBE 88 MENT eTUDXE 

pRADEQH^SGSS-f XOn |oR 2 1 " 1 " F>RO ' JEC ’ T 

UTTAR pRA g? 2 te Project! O-f-Fice 

lUCKNOW 

C ° n np C DEVELOPMENT STUDIES 

GIRI INSTITUTE °UCKNOW . 


District 

Village 

Name of Respondent 


4 a i S 0 X ■ 


[ ! 

2. Block : 


4.2 Age 


4.3 Caste = Genera 

4.4 Occupation 

4.5 Monthly Income 


al /SC/ST/OBC/Musl i m/Other 


4.5 Monthly Income - (< 

4.6 Educational Qualification > 

4.7 Total number of children ii 
Boys 55 


n 6-1 'I years in 


Girls 


the family 5 


enrolment in School. 


Yes/No 


6 « 

Do all 

6 » 1 

If no, 


Boys 


of them go to school? 

„ t nnina to school? 
r them are not going 
how many of them .*r 

Girls 55 


6 . 


If any boy/girl of 6-11 *»* 

enrolled in school, pleas e state 

1 3 


in your 
reasons 


family is not 
for his/her 

Bo ys G i r Is 


•1 . 
2 . 
3. 
4- 
5. 
h. 


7. 


. ons distance of school from the village 


l ..a ♦ «*^ a c, t. n *F t# h 0 ci h i 1 d 


nn 


No utility in sending to school 
Poor economic condition of. family 


Too early to send him/her to school (age) 


Insincere teachers in school ^ 
Inconvenient school timings 


a . Needed in family occupation 
9. Needed for household work 
10» Needed for care of younger children 
1 -U No lady teachers in the school 
IE. Others (specify) 


Regularity in Schoo_ L 


, a . , n r e an e group are enrolled in 
7 if children m 6- l \ ytar.> aj 3 larly? 

7 ’ s c h o o 1 , d o t h e y a 1 1 e n d t heir school r . 3 

Boys * Yes/No Girls a Yes/No 

How many days did they attend the school last 

. Girls : 

Boys 

What do they do if they don’t attend their school? 

Girls : 

Boys 

- a:i r r — 


a. 


9. 


Boy? 


Girls 5 


Drop— Outs 
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't 


10 , 


Has 


i?,rrilv left the school without 
any child in your farraly 


na^> 7 , , ■» 

completing studies. 


Yes/No 

nlease give details about him/her 

10. 1 If y es ' P lea 3 — 


Marne of the child 


Sex Class in which Age at which 



11 . 


What were the 
school? 


reasons for your 


children dropping out of 
Boys, Girls 


1 . inability to bear school expenses 

2. Household work 

3 . Looking after siblings 

4. Engagement in earning to improve 
family’s economic condition 

•=>. Opposition in family over sending 
" of young girls to school - 

6. No lady teachers in the school 

7. No utility of school education^ 
Child’s lack of interest ’• 


a, 


9. 

10 . 


a) Bad company of non-school going 

b) Disinterested in education 
c> Failure in examination 

Illness 

Inconvenient school timing 
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'( 


11. Teacher’s indifferent attitude towards students 

12. Harsh behaviour of teacher 

13. Irregular/Uncommitted teacher . 

14. Waste of time - no proper teaching in school 

15. Others (specify) 


12 . 



12 . 1 


13. 


Would you like to send your non-school going child/girl 
to school and see that he/she completes studies? 

Yes /Mo 

If yes, under what conditions it will be possible for 
you? 

Bovs Girls 

1. Enrolment of non-school going children 
2 . . R e g u 1 a r i t y i n at t e n dan c e 
3. Completing the school education 

Is any of your school going child/girl getting any 
assistance from school? 

Yes /Mo 


13.1 If yes, what? 

14. On whose schooling you put more stress? 

Daughters s Sons : Both : None : 


14.1 If son, what are the reasons? 

1 » A son is to get educated as he is to earn his bread 

2. A son needs education to add, <t,a the family income 

3 » A son’s education is important for the parents as 
he is to maintain them in their old age . 

4. A son’s education adds to the status of the family 

3. The community gives prime importance on the son’s 
e ducat ion 

6. If any other, please specify: 
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14.2 If stress not on the daughter’s education, what are the 
reasons? 

1. Marriage is the ’be-all and the end-all’ of a 
daughter's life 

2. A daughter normally depends upon her spouse for her 
livelihood 

3. A daughter cannot digest the contents of education 

4. A daughter’s education does not add to the status 
of the family 

5. Getting a suitable match for an educated daughter 
is problematic 

6. If any other, please specify. 


14.3 If you are giving importance on your daughter's 
education, give reasons: 


1. An educated girl can become self-reliant and 
con f i dent 

2. Education increases the employment opportunity for 
the girl 

3. An educated daughter can fetch a higher bride 
p r i e e / M e h a r 

4. The amount of dowry will be lessened for an 
educated gi r 1 

5. An educated girl can ensure education for further 
general, i ons 


6. Education of a girl can improve the health and 
nutritional status of the family members 

7. Education can make the girls and women conscious of 
their legal rights in the society 

8. Education will prepare the girls for decision 

making process in all walks of life. For example, 
family, panchayats and legislatures and will 
p r e p a r e t h e m t o t a k e up leadership roles in the 
s o c i e t y ■ 
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9 « Education can bring health consciousness among the 
girls and as such can reduce the family size and 
put a check on maternal and infant mortality 

10. Education can hike the age of marriage 

11 . .If any other, please specify 

i / 


15. Please give your suggestions on the following questions: 



Do you 
present 

want any change 
education systems 

to 

of 

be 

the 

brought 

school? 

about in 

Yes /No 

t h e 

13. 1 

If yes r 

pl ease 

s pe c i f y 






16. 

D o yo a 
present 

want any change 
cu r r i c.ulurri? 

to 

be 

b r o u g It t 

about in 

the 








Yes /No 


16.1 

I f y e s f 

please 

s pe c i f y 






17 . 

Do you want 
society which 
educat i on? 

any change to be , 
w i 1 1 e n c o u r a g e 

h rou g h t 
t he girl 

about in 
s t o g o 

the 

for 


Yes /No 


17.1 If yes, please specify 


18. What more supportive mechanisms you are expecting which 
can promote education for your children? 

a ) F o r t h e g i. r 1 s 

b> For the SCs 

c ) F o r t h e ST s 

d > F o r t h e M u s 1 i m s 



